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"FRESH UP wit SEVEN-UP... so pure, 


so good, so wholesome for everyone! 
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Uou like it...it likes you! 


GET A FAMILY SUPPLY OF 24 BOTTLES. 
Buy 7-Up by the case. Or get the 
handy 7-Up FAMILY PACK. Easy- 


lift center handle, easy to store 













| The Three Musketeers 
2 Ivanhoe 
3 The Count of Monte Cristo 
4 The Last of The Mohicans 
5 Moby Dick 
6 A Tale of Two Cities 
7 Robin Hood 
8 Arabian Nights 
9 Les Miserabies 
10 Robinson Crusce 
tt Don Quixote 
12 Rip Van Winkle 
13 Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
14 Westward Ho! 
15 Uncle Tom's Cabin 
16 Gulliver's Travels 
17 The Deersiayer 
18 Hunchback of Notre Dame 
19 Huckleberry Finn 
20 Corsican Brothers 
21 Three Famous Mysteries 
22 The Pathfinder 
23 Oliver Twist 
24 A Connecticut Yankee in 
King Arthur's Court 
25 Two Years Before The Mast 
26 Frankenstein 
27 Adventures of Marco Polo 
28 Michael Strogoff 
29 Prince and The Pauper 
3! Black Arrow 
32 Lorna Doone 
33 Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
34 The Mysterious Island 
37 The Pioneers 
39 Jane Eyre 
41 Twenty Years After 
42 Swiss Family Robinson 
46 Kidnapped 
47 Twenty Thousand Leagues 
Under The Sea 
48 David Copperfield 
49 Alice in Wonderland 
50 Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
51 The Spy 
52 House of Seven Gables 
54 The Man in The tron Mask 
55 Silas Marner 
57 The Song of Hiawatha 
58 The Prairie 
62 Western Stories 
63 Man Without A Country 
64 Treasure Island 
67 The Scottish Chiefs 
68 Julius Caesar 
69 Around The World 
in 80 Days 
70 The Pilot 
72 The Oregon Trail 
75 Lady of The Lake 
76 Prisoner of Zenda 
77 The tliad 
78 Joan of Are 
79 Cyrano de Bergerac 
80 White Fang 
8! The Odyssey 
82 Master of Ballantrae 
83 The Jungle Book 
84 The Gold Bug 
85 The Sea Wolf 
86 Under Two Flags 
87 Midsummer Night's Dream 
88 Men of Iron 
89 Crime and Punishment 
90 Green Mansions 
Of The Call of The Wild 
$2 Courtship of Miles 
Standish and Evangeline 
93 Pudd'nhead Wilson 
94 David Balfour 
95 All Quiet on The 
Western Front 
86 Daniel Boone 
97 King Solomon's Mines 
98 The Red Badge of Courage 
99 Hamlet 
100 Mutiny on The Bounty 
101 William Tell 
102 The White Company 
103 Men Against The Sea 
104 Bring ‘em Back Alive 
105 From Earth to The Moon 
106 Buffalo Bill 
107 King, of the Khyber Rifles 
108 Knights of the Round Table 
109 Pitcairn’s Island 
110 Study in Scarlet 
itt The Talisman 
112 Kit Carson 
113 The Forty-Five Guardsmen 
114 The Red Rover 
115 How | Found Livingstone 
116 The Bottle imp 
117 Captains Courageous 
118 Rob Rey 
119 Soldiers of Fortune 
120 The Hurricane 
121 Wild Bill Hickok 
122 The Mutineers 
123 Fang & Claw 


(Order by number or title) 








105 TITLES TO 
CHOOSE FROM 

















The Perfect Solution to 
Every Teacher's Gift Problem! 


Here’s the ideal present to give the children in your classes this 
Christmas—and a thrifty one, too! Give them CLASSICS Illus- 
trated—the marvelous series of comic book versions of the greatest 
classics in all literature! CLASSICS Illustrated will make gifts 
that your pupils will love; gifts that actually help them with their 
school work, too. They will be reminded of your kindness again and 
again as they read, re-read and trade these fascinating books all 
through the year. 


105 Titles Now Available 


A glance at the listing on the left will give you an idea of the won- 
derfully wide range of outstanding literary masterpieces which 
are now available in the CLASSICS Illustrated series. The comic 
book technique, so popular with youngsters, is utilized to bring to 
life the heroes and heroines of the world’s truly great literature. 
Authentically illustrated in full color and retaining much of the 
original text, each book is a faithful adaptation of the original. 
The grandeur and high language level of the original is retained 
throughout. 

You'll find dozens of titles in this list to fit the interests of every 
boy and girl in your classes. Or better still, order the COMPLETE 
SET of 105 CLASSICS Illustrated titles and save 60c. This is one 
gift that you can be sure will please and delight all of your pupils! 


Approved by Leading Educetors 
and P. T. A. Groups Everywhere 


Numerous editorials and articles in leading magazines and news- 
papers have praised CLASSICS Illustrated as “A concept of min- 
istering on a high plane to youthful desire for action pictures,” and 
“toward the formation of taste for the best in literature.” The 
CLASSICS Illustrated series is being used by thousands of teachers 
as an effective way of introducing their students to great literature. 


To insure delivery before Christmas, please mail 
your order without delay. Do it NOW! 


GILBERTON COMPANY, INC. «¢ DEPT. IN-12 
101 FIFTH AVENUE * NEW YORK 3,N. Y. 


e CANADA: GILBERTON COMPANY (CANADA) LTD. 
BOX 311, TERMINAL "A," TORONTO, ONTARIO ) 
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GREAT TITLES 
TO CHOOSE FROM 


onty J 2 ence 


. SPECIAL? $12.00 FOR THE 


COMPLETE SET! ea 





CLAS Sié$ Mustrated 
J T N I 0 FOR THE 


YOUNGER 

CHILDREN 
Teachers of the lower grades will 
welcome this new CLASSICS IIlus- 
trated series for the “little folk” in 
their classes. The fourteen titles 
now ready in this Junior series in- 
clude some of the best-known and 
most beloved fables and fairy tales 
—superbly illustrated with large 
colorful pictures and captioned in 
simple words for easy reading. 
These are the titles: 


501 Snow White and The 


Seven Dwarfs 507 Jack and The Puss-in-Boots 


_ 
-_ 


502 The Ugly Duckling Beanstalk 512 Rumpelstiitskin 
503 Cinderella 508 Goldilocks and The 513 Pinocchio 
504 The Pied Piper Three Bears 514 The Steadfast Tin 


505 Sleeping Beauty 509 Beauty and The Beast Soldier 


(Order by number or title 


TO INSURE XMAS DELIVERY! 
MAIL THE COUPON ‘NOW! 


Order Codat 


GILBERTON COMPANY, INC. DEPT. IN-12 
101 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, N. Y. 


Please send me Complete Sets of 105 CLASSICS Illustrated 
titles @ $12.00 per set, ot, postpaid. (Additional copies moy be ordered by 
number @ 12c each.) 


Send me 





__... copies of CLASSICS Illustrated @ 12¢ each, post- 
paid. (ENCLOSE “LIST, indicating quantity of each title wanted.) 

Please send me _....._...=§.§=§=+=-_~Complete Sets of 14 CLASSICS Iilustrated 
JUNIOR titles @ $1.55 per set, postpaid. (Additional copies moy be ordered 
by number @ 12c each.) 

Send copies of CLASSICS Illustrated JUNIOR @ 12c each, 
ooseuth. “(ENCLOSE LIST, indicating quantity of each title wanted.) 


1 am enclosing $._._____. as payment in full. Please RUSH shipment for 
delivery before the Christmas holidays stort. 





Name Ea asupeenneen = _ ae 
(PLEASE PRINT) 

ee a Grade a 

OO — 

City ee 





ONLY 12¢c EACH—SPECIAL $1.55 for the COMPLETE SET 













506 The Three Little Pigs 510 Little Red Riding Hood 
5 
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Coming Next Month 


4 Guest Editorial written especially for our readers by Walt Disney 

lur regular A-V Supplement, filled with stimulating and useful information 

A Reproduction of a Child’s Painting on the cover, “The Pork-Butcher’s Wife” 

For teachers of beginners, “The Rest Hour,” and “The Third R” 

Another Resource Unit—on the Benelux group of countries (Belgium, The 
Netherlands, and Luxembourg) 


\ Double-Page Feature on the Calendar, for both younger and older pupils 
of special interest because of current discussion of a New Calendar 


Reproductions in color of American Paintings, with appeal for children 
To help you observe Thrift Week: a Play about Benjamin Franklin, and a 
practical article on School Banking 


CONTENTS OF PREVIOUS ISSUES LISTED IN EDUCATION INDEX 


Published monthly except July and August by 


F. A. OWEN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Instructor Park, Dansville, N.Y. U.S.A. 


INSTRUCTOR SP PPATIONAL. service, Dansville, N.Y Elizabeth F. Noon, Director 
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t 814, Central Tower, 703 Market St., San 
r Audit Bureau of Circulations 
und Canada (U.S urrency $5.00 a 
ange of acdcr t reac : by the 25th of the 
effect 2ht r February iasue, etc.) 
cat to THI “INSTRUCTOR, Dansville, N.Y 
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N.Y under at March 8, 1879. Copyright, 





Christmas Pictorial Material 





Carol Singer teens . Cover 
10 

“The Rest on the Flight ‘into Egypt” —Gerard David—Painting in Color ine: Oe 
Wrapping Gifts 59 


Christmas Stories 


errr TT TT TTY Tee Kathleen T. Schildman 26 
Cleo Humphrey 28 


Santa Claus Is an American ‘ 
A Christmas Joke oe Nees eeeeettoces 
The Mysterious Toy : wecsebons .. Christine Francis 28 
A Dress for Mrs. Santa seas .Maxine Bellew 29 
Flora’s Gift oe on Eleanor 8S. Devlin 29 
Venture and the Cuckoo Clock Lavila E. Smart 30 
A Gift of Love on Elizabeth F. Noen 30 
SS Pee rer eer ie er eee . Jane W. Krows 31 
The Christmas Treatment hebescccwudenbebedsh sc cvcecs. chebeuesens Angela Morgan 32 
My Pal George? Joshua Copeland 32 
A Pioneer Christmas Elizabeth Matthews 33 
The Double-Barred Cross—Factual Story Helen Carson Shoemake 34 


Christmas pean Material 


12 Ideas for Christmas Programs wad batunendde caddy Ruth Birdsall 11 
es RS Oe ay. 0s ova de ao <absadslecebbeees att eeeeéen Debbie G. Nettles 12 
The Prince’s Golden Crown Olive Mary Stewart 13 
Mr. Mouse Enjoys Christmas wee Eloise Kerr Myers 14 
What Could i Give Him? ewbbdhbeweeceeweeans Mary R. Ebinger 15 
The King’s Christmas Pudding Marguerite Atherton 16 
A Suit for Santa Anne Alexander 17 
Christmas Trees Lois Cinnamond and Liane A. Weber 17 
Christmas All the Year! cncceseenemnn Lila Sheppard 18 
Around the Tree Ruth M. Kinne 18 
Our Pageant -seeesees- Ethel Van Sickle Foor 18 
Tape Your Program Hazy! H. Fletcher 19 
Use Creative Verse Helen Peterson and Peg Stapleton 19 

Songs 
Christmas Bells (“‘Dance of the Blessed Spirits”—C. W. von Gluck) 

Words and arrangement by Elva S. Daniels 20 


In the Toybox pedmeens sess Thomasina Weber 21 
Yuletide Is Here Doris K. Gundersen 22 
Santa Claus Marian Nichols McMillan 22 
The Carol of the Baby Jesus Louise G. DeGroot and Wiunifred G. Rodgers 23 
Choose Gifts Carefully 2 6enes 58 


Verse 
Ten Tiny Reindeer Louise Binder Scott 13 
Ballad for Christmas Nancy Byrd Turner 24 
December Verse 27 
Christmas Shopping Marion K. Seavey 58 


Christmas Art 


Enjoying Art—‘““The Rest on the Flight into a David Harriet Garrels 24 
Christmas Art -Else Bartlett 39 
Rolling Pin Printing Jane Turner 40 
The Package Bell Rex Eidson 40 
Taking the Spat Out of Spatter Painting. John E. Smith 41 
Ingenious Tree Trims ‘ ... Lois Saxelby, Pattie Allen, Eleanor E. Hermida, 

Kathryn M. Wilson, Anna Fagerlie, Peggy Donald, Regina Volk 42-43 
Novelty Presents for All Ages Louise Siegler, Sister M. Clarissa, Jessie Todd 44 
Kindergarten and Primary Ideas Irene von Deben 45 
Stories and Songs Can Stimulate Christmas Paintings , .Else Bartlett 46 
Outdoor Nativity Scene Sister Mary Christella 47 
Newspaper Sculpture for a Room Frieze Annabelle W. Bergfeld 48 
Christmas Windows Ruth A. Mead 49 
Gingham Dolls Evelyn M. Nirmaier 50 


Santa Claus Junior ...+..Mary Fugate 51 
Gifts of Wood ..Grace Gannon 52 
Leather or Felt Pocketbook Jane Turner 53 
Strawberry Pot Holder Jane Turner 53 
Bias-Tape Belts Doris P. Wilson 53 


Angels. . Lucile Rosencrans, Lois Saxelby 54 


For Teachers of Special Groups 


For Slow Learners 
An Ungraded Room Developed a Play as a Project 
Christmas in the Kindergarten 


Jessie H. Roby 55 


Christmas, a Happy Season ‘ : Vernice C. Tirrell 56 
Our Program , ~ Mamie Sewell 56 
Sing a Song of Christmas Day Clay Deemer 56 


Art Tip of the Month—Dry Paint or Chalk Yvonne Altmann Bildahl 56 
Teaching in the Country 


Father Pays the Bills Kathleen Tomjack 62 


Editorial Comment 


Talking It Over—Friendly Ghats with the Editor «ccc cweneeeees 4 
Merry Christmas from Your INSTRUCTOR Editors ‘ 9 


Units, Articles, Regular Features 


Books for Children—Reviews Phyllis Fenner 6 
Books for Teachers—Reviews Ruth M. Northway 7 
Betty Parent's Diary cocssceccee 8 
For a Merry Christmas Be Safe Elizabeth W. Robinson 35 
What Are Transistors? Paul E. Blackwood 36 
Science in the Home—XIV—Radiant Heating Henry Gould 36 


Girls and Boys—Two Pages of Things to Make or Do...... ee 37-38 
Day by Day for December Emily Sprague Wurl 57 
Instructor Primary Social Living Unit—No. I1V—Giving Good Gifts..............++.- 58-59 
Teachers’ Help-One-Another Club = 


Ideas for Creative Writing—Teaching Devices IV eee ° ° 
John Henry Pepper 64 


Spotlight on Canadian Schools 


Popcorn—A Language Arts Unit Ruth G. Herzog 76 
Christmas and Your A-V Equipment Peter J. Lyon 77 
Games for the Elementary School Donald Stead 79 
Reviews of New Records Elva S. Daniels 80 
nD i ee ed coed yaaa 60 kas tee eee 81 
ee CD Gai Oh a ee Tr nc ctccce cwoeedetvcstouctss. + csvdnesenedsoune 82-83 
First Class Mail—Letters to the Editor 84 


Special Events, 71....Club Exchange, 78 
Our Coupon Section, 78, 80, 84 
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No One to See! No Cosigners Needed! 


“fine “| 
‘PAY INSURANCE 


or cost whatsoevcr. 
Amount you want to borrow 
(include present balance, 


Amount earned 


AGB @cccccccccccccece per month 


Name and address 
of school you teach 


How long with 
present employer 


Husband or wife's 


To whom are payments on 
auto made? (Name) 


Bank you deal with (Name) 
bank? 


Amount you owe 


to (Name) 


Pay rent or real estate 
payment to? (Name) 


Purpose of loan 


JUST RUSH APPLICATION AND 
NOTE BELOW FOR AMOUNT YOU NEED 


Here is a confidential loan service for teachers who need money to further their education, 
to pay pressing bills and protect credit satng?. The cash is here for you now for any p':rpose, 
o 


Just sign the short application and note be 


REASONS WHY MORE AND MORE 
TEACHERS ARE USING THIS LOAN SERVICE 


immediate attention! 


Now 


1 Teacher loans are 
made on signature 

only —no co-signers, 
no endorsers. No mort- 
gages on car, furniture 
or personal property. 
School board, friends, 
merchants, will not 
know you are applying 
for a loan. 


2 Convenient month- 
ly installments pay 
loan out of future 
earnings. Payments 
budgeted to fit your in- 
come. Entire loan can 
be repaid at any time 
and you pay only for 
the time you use the 
money—no longer! 


w and mail it to us. 


our request will receive 


No principal during 
summer vacation. If 
your salary stops 
during the summer va- 
cation, payments on 
orincipal stop also. This 


The loan is made by x 
mall from the pri- ; 
vacy of your own & 
home. You see no . 
wy? ¢ agents or credit mana- 
§ b3 é serv e oO 
special value to teach- gers—only you and wes th 
ers offered by State know about it. We guar- ‘ 
Finance Company. antee strict privacy. ~ 


Yes, no matter where you live or teach, whether you are married or single, find out today how you may 
solve your money problem by mail. Today, this minute, fill out and mail the short Application and Note below. 
That's all you have to do. We'll speed the cash on its way to you as soon as they are approved. We guarantee 
satisfaction always. Our fifty year old organization is licensed and supervised by the Nebraska Banking Depart- 
ment. You can deal with us in complete confidence at Nebraska's fair interest rate. Select the amount you need 
from the chart below, then rush Application and Note. 





CHOOSE THE PLAN THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET 





Cash Loan 
You Get 


12 
Payments 


1s 
Payments 


i8 
Payments 


Old Reliable Company, 
Over 50 Years of Service. 


20 
Payments 





SELECT 
AMOUNT 
YOU WANT 


$100 
200 
300 
400 





Please accept my application for a loan. 
made I can return the money to you within 10 days and there will be no charge 


if any) $ 


OMPlOYMCENL..........00--ccceeeee Merecscces 





TO BORROW |_600 


$10.07 








STATE FINANCE 
COMPANY 











Interest is figured at 3% per month on loans up to $150. If the loan is over $150 


interest is figured at 3% per month on the first $150 and 22% per month on 
that part over $150 and not in excess of $300 and % of 1% per month on any 
remainder of such unpaid principal balance. These rates are in accordance 


with the Nebraska law. 


On what date of month will your 


payment BE 


Number of months 
you receive salary........... eecccccecoce eee 


Previous 
employment 


per month $ 





410 KILPATRICK BLDG. 
OMAHA 2, NEBRASKA 


FOR $50 to $600 - CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY! ---- 


To State Finance Company, Dept. W-1383 
410 Kilpatrick Bidg., Omaha 2, Nebraska 


It is understood that after the loan is 


The following are ail the debts that I have: 


Full Amount| Paying 


I Still Owe | Per Mo, To Whom Owing 


(Relationship) 


a acccevnsnccemmaincsetinnce a . ae Occup _— 
The above statements are made for the purpose of securing a loan I agree 
that if any loan be completed, the U.S, Mail shall be regarded as my agent. 


Street 


Sign Full 
Address........ 


Name Here — 





rN State 





‘NOT 


| = : — ; 
l\lst pmt. due date|Final pmt. due date|Prin. and Int. pmt.|Mo. pmt. (except final)|Final pmt. equal in any case to} Omaha, 


Nebraska | 


the unpaid principal and int. | Date 





- Agreed rate 
y of interest. 


3% per month on that part of the unpaid principal balance not exceeding $150 and 2% % 
per month on that part over $150 and not in excess of $300 and \ of 1% 
any remainder of such unpaid principal balance; computed on the basis of the number of 
days actually elapsed, a month being any period of 30 consecutive days 


per month on 


1 tn Consideration of a loan made by STATE FINANCE CO. at its office in Omaha, Nebraska, in the principal amount above stated, the under- 
signed promuse to pay to said company at its above office said principal amount together with interest at the above rate until fully paid. 

tt Payment of principal and interest shall be made in consecutive monthly payments as above indicate! beginning 

§j on the stated due date for the frst payment and continuing on the same day of each succeeding month to and 

4 including the stated due date for the final payment 


IS NOT RECEIVED. 


i 
i 
a 
‘ 
- 


NO PRINCIPAL PAYMENTS REQUIRED DUR- 
ING MONTHS IN WHICH TEACHING SALARY 





PERSONAL 
SIGNATURES 
REQUIRED 








Default in the payment of any instalment of the principal or charges, or either, shall at paye 
notice, render the then unpaid balance due and payable 


It is agreed that the validity and construction of this note shall be determined under and by 
of the State of Nebraska 


the payee at ita office 


This note and any evidence of security accompanying !t are subject to acceptance by 
of security 


located as shown above. It is understood that if the loan Is not approved, this note and any 
accompanying It will be promptly returned to the undefsigned 


evidence 








(if married, both husband and wife must PERSONALLY sign) 


seaeeneeeee=e= RETURN THIS FORM PROMPTLY TO AVOID DELAY IN COMPLETING YOUR LOAN ***"""="uummmn 


THE INSTRUCTOR, December 1954 





The ONLY graded corrective reading 
series written especially for 
SLOW LEARNERS-RETARDED READERS 


THE 
AMERICAN 
ADVENTURE 


us, 


UoGY. 2. 





Edited by Dr. Emmett A. Betts 
Director, The Reading Clinic, Temple University 

14 biographical book-length titles—graded in 
sequence from Readability Level A (2nd reader 
level) to Readability Level E (6th reader level) 


For busy classroom 
Help for 


organizing your 


teachers 


corrective reading 


seeguem Interest approach to develop reading success 


Worthwhile dramatic content 
Carefully selected concepts 


Controlled vocabulary load and 
other language factors 


Vivid illustrations 


@ Authoritative Handbook 
on Corrective Reading for 
The American Adventure 
Series by Dr. Betts 

@ Concise helpful Teachers 
Guide Book for each title 


Send for FREE colorful pictorial U.S. Trail Map for classroom 
use and information on this graded corrective reading program 


WHEELER PUBLISHING COMPANY 2831-35 SOUTH PARKWAY CHICAGO 16 


STILL TIME 
to Order for Christmas 


Yes, if you hurry, you can still order these sensationally 
DIFFERENT pencils for YOUR pupils. A thrilling gift at a 
low, low price! 


PERSONALIZED GIFT PENCILS 








Fine quality pencils with your pu- — 
pil's “ee nee in pec each ous 
pencil. truly unusual gift! BOX 


COMBINATION LEATHERETTE KIT 


4 Personalized pencils, with names 
printed in gold on each. Entire set 
in simulated alligator case. 


Imprinted with “Season's 
Greetings” or Rw 
from Your Teacher.” 
blue box, only 





= 
hed 
assorted colors, name 
Free retractable ball point pen with every prepaid order of $5.00 or more. Be sure to 


4 Hexagon Pencils 12 Personalized aa | 
in gold on everyone. 
attach list of names to be imprinted, along with your name and address. 


[Q¢| FE 49¢ 
THE CINCINNATI PENCIL CO. 


RUSH YOUR ORDER TODAY! 
903 BROADWAY CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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T HE high light of all the fall meet- 
ings was the National Conference 
on Rural Education in Washington, 
marking the tenth anniversary of the 
first White House Conference on 
Rural Education in 1944, There were 
more than a thousand delegates—all 
people interested in better opportu- 
nities for rural children. 

At the last session both Eleanor 
Roosevelt and Ezra Taft Benson gave 
excellent addresses in a crowded 
Constitution Hall. Mr. Benson is a 
former Instructor guest editorial 
writer (September 1953). He’s also 
a mighty big man, and as we 
talked for a moment, 
I felt like Jack con- 
versing with the giant. 
Later, Mrs. Roosevelt 
and I discussed The 
Instructor briefly. lt 
was just five days be- 
fore her  seventieth 
birthday, and I felt as 
we talked that she is a 
real friend of the un- 
derprivileged who has 
devoted much of her 
life to championing 
their cause. 


What happens when 
you expect only several 
thousand orders and about five times 
that many come in? Unfortunately you 
get far behind in filling them. In fact, 
if you were to put a green bow in the 
hair of the Owen Company you would 
have a perfect Christmas decoration, for 
we have a very red face about our tardi- 
ness in sending books and other materi- 
als you have ordered. 

The demand for several items has been 
so great that supplies were completely 
exhausted before we could go back to 
press. 

Thousands of you have been most 
patient and we recommend you as the 
grandest customers in the world. We 
want to say a whole-hearted thank you. 
Your books and teaching aids will come 
as fast as possible, and we appreciate 
your patience beyond measure. 


I want you to meet Hazelle and 
Woodson Rollins, two extremely busy 
people in the exciting business of 
making puppets. They made the pup- 
pets that you see on our front cover 
(redressed by Else Bartlett and put 
in their Christmas setting by Skip 





Palmer). The Rollins’ have two chil- 
dren, Jimmy and Nancy, ten and 
twelve, live wires who give the mar- 
ionettes a real. workout. 

The Rollins’ make 36 different 
puppets, all sturdy, attractive, and 
amazingly inexpensive. If you recog- 
nize the Rollins puppets on a tele- 
vision show, and they often appear, 
it will be like meeting old friends, 
for the three puppets on the cover are 
gaily serenading each one of you 
with Christmas carols. 


Just about every school has a Christ- 
mas program, and once they are over we 
receive many write-ups 
of the successful ones. 
The very best are saved 
for you, and we proudly 
present a very special 
Christmas Program Sup- 
plement beginning on 
page ll. 

Christmas is an espe- 
cially good time of the 
year to present a pre- 
pared play, and those we 
offer to you are planned 
for elementary class- 
room and assembly situ- 
ations. The attractive 
picture at the left shows 
Mr. Moore and the 
French doll in last year’s performance 
of “Mr. Mouse Enjoys Christmas” ( page 
14) based on the story of how Clement 
Moore wrote his famous poem, “The 
Night before Christmas.” 


We made a mistake once, but we're 
not doing it again. Remember our 
last year’s Christmas greeting to you? 
Everyone in an old car, dressed in 
costumes of the gay nineties, and me 
just about to turn the crank? The 
mames were on the page, but not 
identified with each person. Letters 
came thick and fast, like a snow- 
storm, saying who is who? 

This year, our Christmas greeting 
on page 9 takes no chances. Every- 
one is plainly identified. And from 
all ten of us, Margaret, Ruth, Louise. 
Rosie, Marian, Else, Cynthia, Bill, 
Skip, and me, come the best wishes 
for a happy, happy holiday season, 
and a big, exciting New Year. 
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Oalking It Over- 


Friendly Chats 
with the Editor 



















THESE BOYS AND GIRLS MAKE TEACHING A PLEASURE 


‘+ 





(- 


REMEMBER LONGER, KNOW MORE. 


~ 


BECAUSE THEY READ EAGERLY, 
GR. 





| ARE THEY YOUR STUDENTS? 






It’s a wonderful experience for everybody when Tue Book 
oF KNOWLEDGE becomes regular classroom equipment. 

Makes children WANT to learn. THe Book or KNowLepGE 
answers every question the child can ask . . . factually, com- 


days, teachers find students reaching for Tue Book oF 
KNOWLEDGE at every step. They find, too, that its compre- 
hensive articles make superb supplementary texts, while its 


20 volumes give them a chance to set up as many as 20 


pletely, quickly. But putting the facts on paper is only the simultaneous study projects. 


start of the job for this unique reference work. With its Enriches the school curriculum. With its 7,600 pages . . 


news-picture format and its fascinating narrative technique, its 15,000 informative pictures (many in full color) . . . its 
it stirs the child’s curiosity, tempts him to read on into hundreds of accurate articles kept modern by continuous 


broader fields of knowledge. Suddenly he discovers the most revision . . . and its more than 31,000 alphabetically arranged 


important fact of all: that learning is fun. index references, THE Book OF KNOWLEDGE is proving itself 
Reinforces the teacher's efforts. Once learning becomes a daily asset in classrooms everywhere. Have you seen 


fun, “looking it up” becomes a fascinating habit. Within the newest edition? 


THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE 


THE REFERENCE WORK THAT MAKES CHILDREN WANT TO LEARN 


THE GROLIER SOCIETY INC. 


AND SUBSIDIARY COMPANIES 
2 West 45th Street, New York 36, N. Y 
America’s largest publisher of encyclopedias and reference sets 


The Encyclopedia Americana, Grolier Encyclopedia, 


The Book of Knowledge, Richards Topical Encyclopedia, Lands and Peoples, The Book of Popular Science, 
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Strathmore MAGIC SLATES 










REVIEWED BY Phyllis Fenner ~ 


Librarian, Plandome Road School, 
Manhasset, Long Island, New York : 













I know what we | 
ALL want for Christmas | 





» ++ and I know you'll thank 


sc tar tellinn ae I SAW THE SEA COME IN 


By Alvin Tresselt, illustrated by Roger Duvoisin 


ewre a ovene | “Early in the morning. . . the litthe boy went down to the 
MAGIC SLATES are so much fun and so 


easy to use. Move pencil-like stylus across 
film and black lines appear. Lift film, slate 
is clean ... and the fun starts over again. 


BIG..8'2”x 11” Size 


sea...” He explored the beach, heard the sounds of the 


sea, the foghorn booming, the bell buoys clank, and the 
sea gulls “cree.” He found treasures little boys would find 
and did things little boys would do. A beautiful simple pic- 


ture book story. 
{ues 3-6 Lothrop, Lee & Shepard; $2.00 





| JENNY’S BIRTHDAY BOOK 
Story and pictures by Esther Averill 
| The shy little black cat, Jenny Linsky, had a birthday. All of her cat 
friends came to the party in the park where they sang and danced and 
ate. Jenny went to sleep wishing all cats would have nice birthdays. This 
is a large picture book with bright pictures, and short text. 
{ges 4-7 Harper & Brothers; $2.00 


BUFO, THE STORY OF A TOAD 

Written and illustrated by Robert M. McClung 

The author, Curator of Mammals and Birds at Bronx Zoo, has told of the 
first three years in the life of a toad, with simple text and illustrations, It 
tells of his growth, his enemies, his life through the seasons. 


Ages 6-10 William Morrow Co.; $2.00 


THE BOY JESUS 

Written and illustrated by Pelagie Doane 

Small children will find very understandable and satisfying this 
story of Jesus from the time of his birth to his talk with the 
teachers in the Temple. It is simply told yet gives a feeling of a 
warm family group that most little children will find familiar. 
izes 6-10 Oxford University Press; $3.00 


WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT? 

By Nancy Dingman Watson 

Illustrated by Aldren A, Watson 

“Whose birthday is it?” litth Tommy kept asking as he 
followed his big sisters and brother out to the barn on 
that cold night in December. A hush fell over the 
animals and children while one of the girls read aloud 
the Christmas story. 

8 {lfred A. Knopf Co.; $2.00 


{ges 5 





‘ LIFT ETHAN ALLEN: GREEN MOUNTAIN BOY 
ay 2 By Gertrude Hecker Winders, illustrated by Sandra James 
QE Paper ON PENCE An easy-to-read story of a very lively boy who went from one escapade to 
another. It takes the hero up to Ticonderoga, showing the life of the times, 


their homes, work, and fun. Childhood of Famous Americans Series. 


izes 8-12 Bobbs-Merrill Co.; $1.75 


TEDDY ROOSEVELT AND THE ROUGH RIDERS 

By Henry Castor, illustrated by William Reusswig 

One of the Landmark series, from the blowing up of the “Maine” 
to the end of the Spanish-American War, with a hint of the public 

| life ahead. An interesting style with an exciting beginning. 


NO GIFT More Welcome! 


You'll be loved for remembering every boy and girl with 
a MAGIC SCHOOL SLATE. They are fun, yes, but 





practical, too . encourage effort to write and draw 
with the natural fascination of MAGIC! Give them {zes 10-16 Random House; $1.50 
something they ALL want and watch them re pond. | 






HORSES AND THEIR ANCESTORS 
By William A. Burns, pictures by Paula Hutchison 
(bout sixty million years ago there was a little animal called eohippus or 








Santa says: The STRATHMORE Co., 
"1" it's MAGIC Aurora, Illinois Dept NI 
Children Love It.’ PLEASE SHIP ME POSTPAID 


MAGIC SLATES at 25¢ ea. 
ONLY 25- AT 


DEALERS EVERYWHERE 
If not available 


send coupon, ——> ¥ 


“dawn horse.” This book tells how horses developed, how man has used 






them, and what different types we have today. 
{ll ages Whittlesey House; $2.75 






WONDERS OF THE HUMAN BODY 
Written and illustrated by Anthony Ravielli 
One of the most interesting, easiest to understand, and attractive books on anat- 













omy. It is so uncomplicated that it will be weleome in the classroom. The draw- 
| ings show the internal parts of the body inside a figure of a boy in action. 
{ll ages The Viking Press; $2.50 
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Keske fer Teachers 


REVIEWED BY Ruth M. Northway 


Principal, Elementary School, 
Honeoye Falls, New York 


School CGexts 


SOCIAL LEARNING SERIES 

SHIPS COME AND GO 

DAVID WRITES A LETTER 
By Smith, Hilliard, and Nesbitt 
These readers are of primary level in vocabu- 
lary but of middle and upper grade level in 
subject matter. The first book discusses boats 
in the harbor, the ferryboat, the freighter, 
and so on. The latter tells of a child’s first 
experience in writing and mailing a letter. He 
discovers the contribution of the mail system 
Scribner ; $1.12 each 





to people everywhere. 


SCIENCE FAR AND NEAR 

By Herman and Nina Schneider 

This third book in the “Heath Elementary Science Series” is based on activi- 
ties and experiments concerning earth’s makeup, its plants and animals, its 
rocks and soil, its bodies of water. The content correlates with third or 
fourth grade social studies, The variety of activities at the end of each 
unit integrates the basic skills stressed in various subject matter areas 


D. C. Heath & Co.; $2.20 


studied at this level. 


HEALTH ACTION SERIES 

GOOD FOR YOU 

HERE’S HEALTH 

FULL OF LIFE 
By Charlotte E. Wilcox, Jeanne S. Brouillette, and William Bolton 
This especially attractive series presents stories emphasizing how to be 
healthy, how to care for parts of the body, how to help keep a healthy com- 
munity, and how to get along with others. Color illustrations point up the 
context, and study helps in the form of questions, ideas to try, and summary 


statements are presented. Beckley-Cardy Co.; $2.20 each 


Professional Books 


TEACHING ARITHMETIC IN GRADES ONE 
AND TWO 





a On By George E. Hollister and Agnes G. Gunderson 
Q = TSS Part I emphasizes the frequent use of quantitative think- 
VK? —_= ing in everyday experiences, teaching principles and 
oie practices, number inventories, and classroom materials. 
i Part II discusses methods of developing readiness and an 
AB oo een aie understanding of numbers in groups, and in multiplication 


D.C. Heath & Co.; $2.50 


and division. 


LANGUAGE ARTS FOR TODAY’S CHILDREN 

Prepared by The Commission on the English Curriculum, National 
Council of Teachers of English 

This is Volume II in the “NCTE Curriculum Series 
aspects of the language program. Part I states children’s needs and 


” 


and discusses four 


their use as sources for an effective program; Part II treats phases of the 
program including listening, speaking, reading, and writing; Part III 
describes desirable programs at each school level; Part IV deals with 
factors involved in setting up and appraising a sound language program. 
Each part is filled with practical ideas which will make language skills 
appealing to pupils and increase their functional use. Of particular 


interest to elementary teachers. Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc.; $3.75 


THE AUDIO-VISUAL READER 

By James S. Kinder and F. Dean McClusky 

This is a handbook of nearly two hundred articles showing how to organize and 
administer an audio-visual program. The increasing number of visual aids avail- 
able is pointed out, specific ways of using these at both elementary and secondary 
levels is discussed, ways of organizing and financing a program, personnel needed, 
ways to give in-service teacher training, and trends in this field are of particular 
interest. William C, Brown Co., 915 Main St., Dubuque, Iowa; $5.75 












Sticthmet MAGIC SLATES 


GIFTS of Sew 
ACTIVITY BOOKS 


with MAGIC SLATE and STYLUS! 


Your boys and girls receive three gifts in one when 
you remember them this Christmas with one of Strath- 
more’s brand new Activity Books with Magic Slate. - 
Colorful, profusely illustrated, these books have lots 
of eye appeal. The 20 big pages are crammed with ex- 
citing fun that you'll recognize as really educational. 


































ONLY 


25¢ 


EACH 




















3 Wonderful Ways to Play and LEARN 
~~ BIG 





i Story to READ 


A charming story, beautifully writ- 
ten and illustrated to encourage 
natural reading habits, 


2 Magic Slate to 
* WRITE and DRAW 


Use of the Magic Slate hinged to 
back cover stimulates creative ef- 
fort. Write without a pencil 


3 Fresh, Challenging 
* ACTIVITIES 
Dozens of fascinating activities 
relating to the story provide lots of 
active play and problem solving. 


Count on your boys and girls to ex- 
perience a new enthusiasm for reading, 
writing and drawing as they use these 
new and completely different Activ- 
ity Books. With Magic Slate, they are 
able to trace story illustrations or draw, 
them freehand. . 
STRATHMORE Acetivity Books are 
heartily endorsed by leading educators 
the country over. 


FOUR POPULAR TITLES 
NOW AVAILABLE 
A Trip to Mexico with Betty & Bruce 
A Day at the Circus with Bonnie & Bill 
Come See Where Jesus Lived 
A Visit to the Magic Forest 


Only 25¢ each at Dealers Everywhere 
. or order Your supply direct. 






3 









y The STRATHMORE Co., 
Aurora, Illinois Dept. NI —_ 
Please ship me the following Activity Books @ 25c 


each, postp ta Encl dis $ 


























MEXICO WHERE JESUS LIVED , a 
_CIRCUS __.____MAGIC FOREST ae 
Nome ie P 
School 
Address. 
City State 


December 1954 
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Teaching with 
Magnetic Tape 


By Charles Westcott 


EVER HEARD YOURSELF LECTURE? 
Errors in enunciation, minor defects in 
speech and grammar sometimes mar the 
That’s 
why more and more teachers use mag- 

to evaluate their 
voices during the school year. By making 
their voices, then listening 


classroom delivery of instructors 
netic recording tape 


recordings of 
critically to playbacks, teachers can hear 
—and eliminate—errors in their own 
speech. Such tape recorded vocal checks, 
made on a regular 


to improving the 


basis, go a long way 
teacher's classroom 


effectiveness. 


TV IN THE CLASS- 
ROOM? Televised con- 
certs, operas, dramatic 
productions and news 
events often furnish sig- 
nificant entertainment 
for high school students. 
And tape recorded ver- 





sions of audio portions 

of such TV programs 
can make valuable listening in the 
school. Why not use your school’s re- 
cording machine to build a library of 
valuable— perhaps priceless — magnetic 
tapes for your students? 


SCHOOL PLAYS, longer telecasts and 
broadcasts are best recorded with new 
“Scotch” Brand Extra Play Magnetic 
Tape 190A. Thinner, yet made with 
strength to spare, new 190A tape offers 
50° more tape on each reel . . . half 
again as much recording time as stand- 
ard tapes. This increased recording time 
makes it possible for you to record many 
events of unusual length without inter- 
ruption for reel changeover. 


WANT HI FI RE- & 
SULTS? 3 
every time with new 
Scotch" Brand Extra 
Play tape. So, naturally 


You get it 


you'll want to use this 





really extraordinary é 
new magnetic tape . 
when recording school 

choirs, bands and orchestras. And re- 


member—190A tape can be used over 
and over again with complete satisfac- 
tion. It erases itself as you use it, always 
gives you perfect clarity and brilliance. 


YOUR QUESTIONS about 
uses of magnetic tape in the 
school classroom are always 
welcome. I'd like to hear 
from you. Just write me— 
c/o Educational Division, 
Minnesota Mining and 
Manufacturing Company, 
900 Fauquier Ave., St. Paul 6, Minnesota. 







The term “SCOTCH” and the plaid desigr 
tered trademarks for “Scotch Brand Magnetic Tape 
made in U.S. A. by MINNESOTA MINING AND 
MFG. CO., St. Paul 6, Mint 
EF. 42nd St., New York 17, N.Y. In Canada: Lendon, 
Ont., Can. 


are regis 


General Export: 122 
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Jottings from a Mother of Four Children 


Ted and I went Christmas shopping 
tonight and who waited on us in the 
department but Mr. Landis? | 
think he was embarrassed, and if he 
I fumed to Ted on the way 


bey 3” 


wasn't I was. 
home about how our school principal 
can't do his best during the day if he’s 
going to work in a department store at 
night. “Well.” said Ted in a 
drawly voice that always makes me think 


“Jack Landis has three kids un- 


der five years old. The last time he was 


mild 
twice, 


at our house for scout meeting I saw 
a glint in his eye as he looked at your 


Could be he has ideas that 


dishwasher. 


his principal’s salary 


won't cover.” 

John has been mak- 
ing a Christmas paint- 
ing. He says it’s for 
the front door and 
that he will take full 
charge of decorating 
it. | had a wonderful 
idea saved from last 


year’s Better Homes 
and Gardens, but I guess I'll have to 


forget it. One of the blessings (?) of 


parenthood and modern education, 
I'm having a cup of tea as | write 
this. John just came 
Bud had to stay after school because 
he talked back to the teacher. That's 
one thing | won't tolerate. Guess [ll 
call Miss Lee and see what it’s all about. 
John says I should wait and hear Bud’s 
side first because he’s my own child. 


home and said 


Later—Bud came home mad as hops. 
I ignored it until after supper. Then 
I announced he was to help w'th the 
dishes. Well, it seems that Miss Lee 
went to a lot of trouble to invent some 
Christmas arithmetic problems such as, 
“If Mr. Cook sells $893.85 worth of 
dolls at $2.95 each, how many will he 


sell?” Bud spoke up with “Why not 
just give us the problems and skip the 
fancy stuff?” That was bad enough, 


but once he saw he had created a sen- 
sation he finished with “I take my 
castor oil straight, not in orange juice.” 


Ted and I talked over Bud's behavior. 

didn’t start out being 
admits he ended up that 
realizes now that 


Bud insists he 
flip though he 
way. I say if he 
what he did was wrong he should tell 
the class so, but Ted says to let it blow 


over. 


Phone call from Carol Appleton. The 
child sitting in front of her Debby and 
behind my Susie has lice. She just 
thought I'd like to know. 


Bud's 


had some 


experience with 
good results. She 


Apparently 
Miss Lee 
was pretty understanding when she kept 
him after school and I believe he is 
sorry. Tonight on the phone I heard 
him tell his bosom pal that Miss Lee’s 
a good Joe, and he mentioned 
several incidents to prove it. 


really 


{s usual the school is collecting for 


a Christmas present for Mr. Fleischer. 


That’s the nicest idea. No child can 
drop in more than a nickel at a time, 
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but by the size of the donation some 
must make several trips to the box. I’m 
glad he’s called custodian instead of 
janitor, for | think he’s really that 

of the children as well as the building. 


With everyone so busy these days. 
Helen gets more and more calls to baby- 
sit. Ted says it’s O.K. for night shop- 
ping if the parents are home by ten. 
Even then it’s 10:30 before she’s in bed. 
I think PU ask Miss Flaherty if she 
seems sleepy the next day. 

Viss Billings still says that Susie 
lacks coordination in her writing. To- 
night she wanted te write a letter to 
While she was waiting for me 
she printed the envelope, 
“Santa Claus” from 
got the N back. 


it seemed pretty 


Santa. 
to help her, 
copying the words 
the newspaper. She 
wards but otherwise 
good 

Called the school about the 
lice in Susie’s room. She says there 


nurse 
are several cases. I look at Susie's 
head every night and her morale on the 
subject is very low. Maybe some of us 
mothers should go calling. It’s really 
as much our problem as the teacher’s. 


I asked Mr. Fleischer if he was going 
to be Santa Claus this year at the kin- 
dergarten party. “Not a chance,” he 
since Tom Cook 
school been 
taking over.” Then he thought a min- 
ute. “Maybe it’s better,” he concluded. 


said ruefully. “Ever 


got on the board, he’s 


“I always had to stuff pillows in the 
suit and it just fits him.” 
I'm turning into a griper, I know, 


but what kind of a play is the school 
having this year! Susie is a snowdrop, 
Bud’s an elf, John’s a reindeer, and 


Helen is choir. The 


singing in the 





Parent family is certainly well repre- 
sented! I hate to think so, but I sus- 
pick our kids because I’m 
willing to help sew the 


pect they 
costumes to 
enhance their talents! 


School closed today for the holiday, 
a mist of flurry and happy excitement. 
The teachers gave the children pencil 
sets this year (pretty nice), the school 
board contributed oranges, and the 
teachers themselves went home laden 
with gifts from the children. Helen 
confided that Sam Stuart gave Miss 
Flaherty a slip his mother bought, and 
he blushed to the ears, but otherwise 
things The children 
have packages—gifts they 
made at school. Oh. to be young again 
to enjoy all the suspense! 


smoothly. 
mysterious 


went 








You'll want 
this brand-new 
poetry book! 


POEMS 
CHILDREN 
ENJOY 


contains nearly 700 poems for 

e Holidays - Special Occasions 
e Social Studies 

e English e Recitations 


Here's the book you've been waiting for— 
an exciting collection of poems that will 
meet your every classroom need. This |12- 
page volume combines verse which has 
appeared in THE INSTRUCTOR with favorite 
poems by many noted authors, among them 
Rachel Field, Monica Shannon, Walter de 


la Mare, and Rose Fyleman. Each selection 
has been classroom-tested and is included 
in this book to meet a definite need. 





POEMS CHILDREN ENJOY is designed to 
attract children: it features a large-size 
page (9%” x 12%”) and illustrations that 
have been expertly drawn by artists familiar 
to INSTRUCTOR readers. If the book is 
placed on a library table, you can count on 
children picking it up of their own accord. 
For your part, you can turn to this very 
comprehensive collection with confidence 
that you will find just the kind of poem you 
want; and you will be delighted to see how 
easy it is to use. The contents are carefully 
organized according to occasion or subject 
matter. Sturdily bound, in a choice of paper 
or hard covers. 


Hard Bound $250 ~~. ae $200 


Edition 


Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders 


wean HHH 4 


| F. A. OWEN PUBLISHING CO. 4 


I Dansville, N. Y. sees f 
Rush me........copies of POEMS CHILDREN | 
(Number) 1 

ENJOY. 
} Herd Bound Edition............. ec. $2.50 I 
] Paper Bound Edition .ea. $2.00 


Total amount of this order $.. 
Enclosed is $ 

} Bill me payable in 30 days. (Minimum cred- 
it order $4.00.) 


payment in full. ! 


| PPURTESEEETETITITT TELL . 
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GORD ccccccccccscccessccecececeeoess eeeees I 
meee eae ae a ae ae ee eS 
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Merry Christmas 


from your 


‘es 
AA 


ELSE BARTLETT MARIAN OWEN LOUISE ENGLEHARDT WILL CONKLIN MARY OWEN 


CYNTHIA AMRINE ROSEMARY SAHRLE JAMES PALMER RUTH BIRDSALL 
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Swedish National Travel Office 


A Cluistnas Custom in Sweden 


The oldest girl in many Swedish families pre- 
tends to be St. Lucia on December 13, the first 
day of the Christmas season. Dressed in white 
and wearing a crown of lighted candles in a 
wreath of green, she symbolizes the return of 
light to the winter-locked land. Before dawn, 
she sings a song and offers her parents ‘Lucia 
rolls’ and coffee. 
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~ CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAMS 


1. Santa Claus Express ......... 












. DEBBIE G. NETTLES 


2. The Prince’s Golden Crown . . OLIVE MARY STEWART 
3. Mr. Mouse Enjoys Christmas . . ELOISE KERR MYERS 
4, What Could | Give Him?...... 
5. The King’s Christmas Pudding 


el Ree eee 


. MARY R. EBINGER ‘ 
MARGUERITE ATHERTON 
. ANNE ALEXANDER 
7. Christmas Trees 
8. Christmas All the Year! . 
9, Around the Tree. ......... 


. LOIS CINNAMOND, LIANE A. WEBER 

LILA SHEPPARD 
. RUTH M. KINNE 
10, Tape Your Program ....... 
il. 
12, 


HAZYL H. FLETCHER 
Our FUN Sw wwe . ETHEL VAN SICKLE FOOR 


Use Creative Verse . .. . . HELEN PETERSON, PEG STAPLETON 










SPECIAL 
CREATIVE DRAMATICS 
SUPPLEMENT 














What's Christmas without a program? A 
program is one of the traditions, along 
with trimming the tree and hanging up 
your stocking. Happiness is part of Christ- 
mas, too, and I immagine you are hoping to 
give a Christmas program that will bring 
happiness to performers and audience. 

Ideally such a program should originate 
in the classroom. You may need a sug- 
gestion to motivate your group, and this 
you should be able to find somewhere on 
the next eight pages, or among the stories 
in this issue. 
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Even if you do not teach kindergarten 
children or slow learners or mixed ages in 
a one-room school, be sure to look over the 
plays on our pages for teachers of those 
special groups. 

If you want a pageant that will last an 
hour or so, featuring Christmas customs 
around the world, send for a free copy of 
“The Land of Christmas,” first offered in 
our November issue. Address: Christmas 
Pageant, The Instructor, Dansville, N.Y. 

RUTH BIRDSALL 


Department Co-ordinator 
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Ww" N it came time, during the frieze to 


Accepted suggestions were written 


creative art periods, to plan 
for Christmas room decorations, it 
was unanimously voted to make 


ome use of the same train that 


had been featured in our Book Week 1. We will name the train Santa 
Program. [See Tue INstTrRucror Claus Express. said, “Let’s name him Grandpa 
for November 1954, page 81.] The 2. We will hang many Christmas Jiggers.” When asked 


children loved that train made 


of wood: n apple boxe Ss. che esebox ». We will paint blac k spokes on 
lids, a five-gallon ice-cream carton, the wheels. because he is always saying ‘jig- 
and a small oatmeal box t. We will paint the frieze like gers.” 


One child suggested that we put 


our Christmas gifts for one another 5. The train will be nice to hold 


in the train, instead of under the 
tree. That idea was adopted. Sug- 
gestions were then given for redeco- story ide 


rating the train and for painting a 


Our Story 


Before Santa Claus left his toyshop in the 
North Country on Christmas Eve, he checked 
the map again. Then Mrs. Santa read aloud a 
letter the Logtown children had sent to him. 

Dear Santa Claus, 
We have moved to a new town 
It is called Logtown. You will find it 
ten miles from the railroad station 
whe re wt lived last Christmas Please 
don't miss us We have been good 
Love, 
The Logtown Childre 
Ho! Ho! I know where 
Logtown is now,” laughed 
Santa, as he pointed to a torest 
irea on the map “T will make 
t my last stop so the pack will 
not be so very heavy.” Then as 
the Elves loaded his big pac} 
n the sleigh, Santa crawled in 
ind said, ““The weather is clea 
We shall not need Rudolph to 
eht our way tonight.” And 
with a merry shout to Dasher 
ind Dancer he hurried away 
through the starry night 

Santa delivered all the toys on 
schedule until he was ready to 
find Logtown. By that time a 
heavy snow had begun to fall 
ind he could not see through it 
How he wished for Rudolph! 
Finaliy, he came to an opening 
in the forest which he thought 
was the railroad station. Just 


serve as a background 
on the blackboard and then used 


as reading and writing charts. For 
example: 


bells on the train 


' 
snowy ck yuds 


our Christmas presents 
As the art work progressed, the 


as began to grow. We use 


A first grade created a Christmas story 
featuring a train they made previously. 
Your pupils may like to dramatize this 
story or originate one in a similar way. 


SANTA CLAUS 
EXPRESS 


the developmental story technique deer to be entirely excluded. All 


then there was a loud “Zum! Zum! Zum!” 
Before Santa knew what was happening an air- 
plane brushed so near his sleigh that it swerved 
to one side and his pack of toys fell to the ground. 

Landing his reindeer and sleigh on the flat- 
topped railroad station, Santa climbed down 
and looked for help. He went to a small cottage 
and knocked. Soon a little old man came to the 
door. 

“Jiggers!” he snorted. “This is Christmas 
Eve, and if you don’t look just for the world like 
Santa Claus, himself! You are Santa Claus! 
Jiggers! I know you are!” 

“You are right my friend, I am Santa Claus. 


and I am in trouble,” Santa said. “An airplane 
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quite often. [See page 61 of Tur 
Instructor for October 1953.] 
In choosing from our collection 
of rag dolls one to serve as engi- 
neer, the Little Old Man was set 
in the cab. A little girl straightway 


where she 
got that name, Patricia said, ““That’s 
what some folks call my grandpa 


We thought that was funny 
and decided to play it up 

Several children thought that, in 
our story, Santa Claus should travel 
by train. However, a greater num- 
ber were not willing for his rein- 


were pleased when they had worked 
out a plan by which both the train 
and the reindeer had a part. 

Spanish moss and evergreens— 
pine, cedar, magnolia, and holly— 
were brought by the children be- 
cause it was Christmas, but when 
they placed it as part of the back- 
ground for the train, it gave them 
the idea of having the story take 
place in a sawmill town. Yet it was 
not until, in the story, Santa had 
an accident caused by the snow that 
they thought of putting tempera 
snowflakes on the train. Thus, ideas 
expressed in relation to creative art 
definitely stimulated ideas for story- 
telling, and vice versa. 


has just knocked my pack of toys from the 
sleigh. The reindeer are badly frightened but I 
landed them on top of the depot.” 

“liggers! I thought I heard a commotion 
over that way,” the old man replied 

“There is a railroad track going from here to 
Logtown,” Santa said. “Do you know of anyone 
I could get to run a special train there and take 
these toys to the children who live there?” 

The little old man thought a minute and re- 
plied, “Jiggers! I’m a retired engineer. I have 
my own small engine with an open car waiting 
on the side track. I don’t have to get orders 
from anyone to run it on the Logtown track 
at night. Jiggers! Ill just rig it up as Santa 
Claus Express! Load on your 
toys, Santa, and we'll start.” 

In no time at all they were in 
the engineer’s cab a-chug-chug- 
chugging toward Logtown with 
the children’s toys in the car 
behind. When they had been 
delivered and the little train 
was chug-chug-chugging on the 
way back, Santa said, “What is 
your name, my good friend?” 

“Everybody calls me Grand- 
pa Jiggers, and I like that name, 
I do!” said the little old man, 
with a chuckle. 

“T like that name, too,” Santa 
said, shaking the little old 
man’s hand. “And I want to 
thank you, Grandpa _ Jiggers, 
for helping me tonight. Next 
Christmas Eve I will bring you 
a new whistle for the Santa 


Claus Express.” 


* tte 
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The PRINCE'S 


Christmas tree ornaments and a Royal 
Family are pleasantly intermingled in 


the plot of this primary dramatization. 


GOLDEN 
CROWN 


CHARACTERS 


KING BELLS 
QUEEN STARS } Any 
PRINCE BALLS number 
WHITE ANGEL CANDY of each 
POOR BOY CANES 

SETTING 


Palace throne room. Two chairs cov- 
ered by a blanket are all the equip- 
ment necessary but an untrimmed ever- 
green tree may be on stage. 

COSTUMES 

The Royal Family may be dressed to 
resemble fairytale characters or they 
may wear modern clothes. The Orna- 
ments may have elaborate costumes or 
simply wear cutout posters of appropri- 
ate designs. 


(The King and Queen are seated 
on thrones. 

PRINCE enters) —Oh, Mother 
and Father, you promised I could 
have my presents on Christmas Eve. 
And now Christmas Eve is really 
here! 
minute. 

QUEEN—Yes, Son. You shall have 
your presents. (She hands him a 
purple purse tied with gold thre ad. 


I simply can’t wait another 


Here is a beautiful purse for you. 
In it you will find some pieces of 
shining gold. You may use them 
for anything you wish. 

PRINCE—Oh, oh, oh, what a 
lovely purse! My very own? Thank 
you, Mother. 

KING 


handing Prince a golden 


box)—And here is a golden chest. 
In it you will find a golden crown. 
PRINCE— Thank you, Father. (£x- 
amines the chest.) But the chest is 
locked. How shall I open it? 
KING 
open it. Now we shall leave you 
Exits, ac- 


You will find a way to 


with your presents. 
companied by Queen 


PRINCE (rattles chest Oh, dear! 


I wish I could open this beautiful 
chest. I 
golden crown. I wonder why Father 
did not give me the key for it. Oh, 


want to see my lovely 


well, I have a purse of my very 
own. And I know what I shall buy 
with my gold pieces. Lots and lots 
of lovely things for my Christmas 
tree! If I close my eyes I can see 
the lovely things I want just for 
myself. I shall buy some beautiful 
bells. (Sits on one of the thrones. 
The Bells enter. They do a 
little dance. ““Minuet in G” lends 
itself to rhythmic steps. After danc- 
ing they stand at side of stage. 
PRINCE—I shall buy some shining 
stars for my Christmas tree. 
STARS (come in and say 
See the shining stars at Christmas, 
Brighter far than anything 
We wonder if the prince will give 
us 
As a present to the King. 
pRINCE—I shall buy some pretty 
balls for my Christmas tree. 


BALLS (enter and say) 
See the pretty balls at Christmas, 
Made to trim the branches green; 
We would like the Prince to give us 
As a present to the Queen. 
PRINCE—I shall buy some candy 
canes for my Christmas tree. 
CANDY CANES (enter and say) 
See the pretty canes at Christmas 
The Prince should give us all 
away, 
So we could fill the children’s 
stockings, 
Fill them full for Christmas Day. 
Bells, Balls, Stars, and Candy 
Canes stand at back and side of 
stage after speaking.) 
prince—And then I shall buy a 
white angel for the top of my 
Christmas tree. 
White Angel appears and sings 


a Christmas carol.) 


TEN TINY REINDEER 
4 FINGER PLAY 
Louise Binder Scott 


Dance fingers and thumbs on table. 

Ten tiny reindeer ready to go; 

Ten tiny reindeer pawing in the snow. 
Wave right thumb in the air. 

Rudolph has a shiny red nose; 

He decides which way the sleigh goes. 
Tap index fingers on table. 

Dasher and Dancer paw with their hoofs; 

They’re in a hurry to get to the roofs. 
Hold middle fingers in the air. 

Prancer and Vixen hold their antlers high; 

At Santa’s signal, they're ready to fly. 
Rest ring fingers on the table. 

Comet and Cupid patiently stand; 

They are the quietest of Santa’s band. 
Wave little fingers in the air. 

Donder and Blitzen jingle bells to say, 

“Children, listen, Santa’s on his way.” 
Hold up the left thumb. 

And who should be bringing up the rear 

But number ten, a tiny new reindeer! 
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PRINCE 


Now I have these lovely 
things all for myself. I shall not 
give any of them away. (He picks 
up chest and looks thoughtfully at 
it.) Now if only I could open my 
beautiful chest, then I should be 
really happy. 

WHITE ANGEL (waiting over to 
Prince)—Do you knéw why you 
cannot open the chest? 

PRINCE startled )—No! 
Can you tell me why? 
No, I can’t. But 


I can tell you a secret. Christmas 


looking 


WHITE ANGEL 


is a giving time, not a getting time 
His Son, the 


Now wun 


Long ago God gave 
Baby Jesus. too, should 
give at Christmas. 

PRINCE—But to 


give? 


whom 


shall I 


I'll find someone 
with 


WHITE ANGEI 
(She goes out and returns 
Poor Boy, who is sobbing 
Oh, dear! Oh, dear! 


Why are you crying? 
4 P ee) 


POOR BOY 
PRINCE 
PooR BoY—Tomorrow is Christ- 
mas Day and I want to buy my 
mother and father a present but I 
have no money. 

PRINCE purse 
thoughtfully [ shall 


give you my gold pieces. Then you 


looking at hits 
Do not cry. 


can buy many presents. Hold out 
your hand. (As gold pieces fall out, 
a@ little key comes with them.) Oh! 
Oh! Oh! There is a little key! 

He picks it up and jumps up and 
down in excitement 

WHITE ANGEL—Try it in the lock 
in your chest. 

PRINCE (as he tries the key, the 
lock opens and he lifts lid) —Oh., 
my chest is open! My chest is open! 
And here is my golden crown! 

WHITE ANGEL (takes crown and 
puts it on head of Prince Now 
you may wear the golden crown, 
for you have learned what Christ- 


mas means 








(.HARACTERS AND COSTUMES 


mr. MoUSE— Wears a brown coverall suit 
to which a hood with ears is attached. 
There is a tiny bell at the end of his 
long tail. Whiskers are painted on 
with eyebrow pencil. 

Wears a dark suit with a 
He has a high silk 


his face 
MR. MOORE 
long-tailed coat, 
hat and a cane. 
rrencn poit—Is dressed in a fluffy col- 
orful dress with a big straw hat with 
ribbons to match her dress tied under 
her chin 
SUGAR PLUMS 
pretty summer dresses or ballet cos- 


Three girls dressed in 


tumes. 
TOY BANDSMEN 
blue trousers, white blouses, and red 
the other, a 


Two boys wearing dark 


capes. One has a drum; 
trumpet. 

JACK-IN-THE-#BOX—A small child wearing 
a clown costume. He sits inside a 
large decorated carton 

reppy sear—A boy dressed in a brown 
coverall suit, generously padded. He 
hae a red ribbon with a big bow 
around his neck. 

SANTA CLAUS——A boy dressed as Santa 
with a pack on his back. 

cutpren—All the other boys and girls 
in the room dressed in their favorite 
pajamas, robes, and slippers. 


SETTING 


The living room of a modern home 
It is nice if you have a fireplace with a 
mantel decorated with red candles and 
holly. A clock, which can be on the 
mantel, shows two minutes until twelve 
o'clock. Stockings are hung from the 
mantel. A Christmas tree, decorated, 
stands at one side of the stage. Under 
it are presents and Teddy Bear. On 
each side of one entrance are the Toy 
Bandsmen, looking stiffly ahead. Stand- 
ine near the fireplace is French Doll. 
Jack-inthe-Box is on the other side of 
the fireplace. Opposite the Bandsmen 
are the Sugar Plums. Lights are dimmed 
slightly. Floor lamps are lighted. Two 
chairs and a small table may be placed 
to balance the setting. 


Must 


Use the following Columbia records 
“Doll Dance,” by N. H. Brown, a Play- 

time Record, No. 255-A. 
“The Wedding of the Painted 

No. 255-B. 

“Tom Thumb’s Drum,” by Leslie Sarony, 

No. 257-B 
“Parade of the Wooden Soldiers,” by 

Leon Jessel, No. 257-A. 

To accompany the choral speaking of 
Twas the Night before Christmas” 
(“A Visit from St. Nicholas”) L used the 
music as published in Carols for Christ- 
mas (Mills Music, Inc., 1619 Broadway, 
New York 19, N.Y.). 


Doll,” 


[14] 


In this play Mr. Clement Clark Moore, author 
of “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” comes back 
after more than a hundred years to find out if 
anyone remembers the Christmas poem he wrote. 


MR. MOUSE 





ENJOYS 


CHRISTMAS 


Mr. Mouse enters, gaily singing 


* Jingle Be lls - He 
und in a cirele , pats Te dd) 
Bear on the head so that he wakes 


ently, alule the Toy 


the che rus from 


Bandsmen 
chucks the 


in mock €rTLOuUsNESS, 

French Doll under the chin, and 
ends his song at center stage front, 
where he faces the audience, hands 


This is the 


Tomorrow will 


MR. MOUSE—Boy! 
time of year I love! 
That’s 


et careless and drop good 


} 


be Christm is! 
children 


cake crumbs all over the floor. [ll 


when the 


have myself a feast! (Pats his tum- 


my) Yumm-yum. I can scarcely 
Suddenly he spies the three 
P 47s, cel 


h inds and knees 


wait! 
Sugar down on his 
and crawls over 
urd them, very loudly. 
Could you just happen 
Sniff You smell 
like candy You look like candy. 
You may even taste like candy! 


Jumps up I just think I'll take 


gn fh ng 
Hummm! 


to be candy? 


i bite of you and see! As he 
me toward them, the Sugar 
Plums jump and scream.) 


FIRST SUGAR Help! If 
you touch me, I'll scream and then 
that you don’t get a 
Scat! 


PLUM 


Santa will see 


crumb of tomorrow’s feast! 


Scat! She shoos him with her 
hands and he runs and hides be- 
hind the Christmas Tree.) 


sees she 


u he nl he 
dusts him- 


MR. MOUSE 
him, he 
up indignantly) — 


Hi ! not chase 
eu off and cets 
Now see here | don’t scare easily! 
And be sides 


like a cat! se 
What good are you if 


you were shooing me 
more dignified, if 
you please ! 
I can’t eat you? 

SECOND SUGAR PLUM—Haven’'t 
you heard? We are the Sugar Plum 
Fairies. We dance and fill the chil- 
dren’s heads with visions of sugar 
You know the old poem. 


and 


plums 


ALL SUGAR PLUMS (recite 


turn with hands in the atr)— 
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Che children were nestled all snug 
in their beds 

While 
danced through their heads. 


visions of sugar plums 


THIRD SUGAR PLUM (glancing at 
Oh! 

It’s almost time for 
We had better dance 
Music, 


please! (She waves her arm. 


the cio? k on the 
Goodness me! 


Santa Claus! 


j 
mantel 


our way upstairs maestro, 


The 
Sugar Plums dance gracefully across 
stage and exit to the tune of the 
“Wedding of the Painted Doll.” 
Mr. Mouse tries to snap at the heels 
f the last Sugar Plum, who threat- 
ens him with her foot as she goes 
off stage 

MR. MOUSE (grumbles as he 
comes down stage, chin in hand)— 
Too bad! 
tasty bit when that last Sugar Plum 


went off the floer! (Thoughtfully.) 


Lost my chance for a 


But she might have kicked me! 
A pounding at the door or en- 
try way makes Mr. Mouse jump. 


He runs to hide behind the Jack- 
in-the-Box. Mr. Moore enters, 
brushing snow from his clothes.) 
MR. MOORE (looks at the toys and 
My, how 
*Pon my 


decorations and sighs) 
Christmas has changed! 
soul, what is this tail doing here on 
the floor? (He takes hold of the 
tail of Mr. Mouse, who comes out 
timidly from behind the box.) Ha! 
So this tail belongs to you—or, to 
put it the other way, you belong to 
this tail. What’s the matter with 
you? Aren’t you glad to see me? 
welcomed 
when I bother to return to Earth 
over a hundred years after I left 
it? Folds his arms and looks at 
Mr. Mouse. 


MR. MOUSI 


Is this the way I am 


If you’ve been gone 
a hundred years, why did you both- 
Isn’t it a bit late to 
see your friends? 


er to return? 


MR. MOORE—No, no, my good 


man, or, rather, my good mouse! 


You 


All children are my friends. 


see, I wrote a poem about this time 
of year for my children friends and 
I have often wondered if anyone 
remembered it. 

MR. MOUSE—You mean you actu- 
ally think someone would know it 
now? A poem? Are you fooling or 
has Christmas gone to your head? 

MR. MOORE—Christmas has gone 
to my heart—a long time ago. You 
see, I am Clement Clark Moore. 

MR. MOUSE (shakes his head)— 
Never heard of you! Did you write 
something famous like Dick Tracy 
or Mickey Mouse? 

MR. MOORE (indignantly)—In- 
deed I did not! What are you talk- 
ing about? Why, I am the author 
of that famous poem that begins: 
(He stretches out a hand and very 
dramatically proclaims 
*Twas the night before Christmas 

when all through the house. 
Not a creature was stirring, not 

even a 
MR. MOUSE (interrupting him 

Mouse! Oh, now I 
You’re the man who put 
all my ancestors out of business on 
the best night of the year by writ- 
ing about all those quiet little mice! 
Well, I tell you now—we mice do 
stir on Christmas Eve. Want to 
watch me chase my tail? (Starts 
to twirl.) 

MR. MOORE—No—no! 


excitedly 


know! 


That just 
makes me dizzy! You mean, I came 
back right on Christmas Eve? 

MR. MOUSE—Yes, this is Christ- 
mas Eve. I was just going to try 
out these toys before Santa comes. 
He likes to be sure everything is 
in good working order. 


MR. MOORE (wonderingly)—My, 
my, times have changed! Santa 


used to be able to take everything 
in one load. Now, even the mice 
are working overtime! 

MR. MOUSE (winds Bandsmen. 
and then stands back)—March. 


now, and if (Continued on page 70) 














CHARACTERS 


cHorus—Any number of girls and boys. 

NARRATOR |—Good conversational voice; 
may be a girl. 

spoesy—Also Shepherd Boy in dream. 

NARRATOR I1—Voice for Bobby. 

BOBBY’S DOUBLE 

FATHER 

NARRATOR III—Mature boy's voice. 

MOTHER 

SHEPHERDS 

ANGEL 

NARRATOR 1V—Angel’s voice. 

MARY 

soy—-With football. ; F 

cirnt—With doll. - Seated with 

cirt—With book. ) the audience. 


WISE MEN 


JOSEPH 


SETTING 


A living room with a studio couch, 
a decorated Christmas tree, and other 
furniture as desired. A window, backed 
by black paper or a black curtain, and 
one or two lighted electric lamps give 
the impression that the time is after 
dark. 

For Part 2, a large drawing or cut- 
outs of sheep may be arranged on the 
stage without removing living-room fur- 
niture. A rock to use for a seat is need- 
ed for Part 3. A manger and a stool or 
bench for Mary to sit on should be pro- 
vided for Part 4. 


(Chorus marches in carrying 
lights and singing “O Come, All 
Ye Faithful.” Members sit on 
bleachers located on the main floor 
near the stage. 


Part I 


(As the curtains open the Chorus 
sings one verse of “O Christmas 
Tree.” Bobby enters, tossing a base- 
ball in the air. He performs what- 
ever actions are mentioned. 

(Narrator I reads the parts writ- 
ten in the third person and Nar- 
rator II reads parts written in first 
person quoted.) 

NARRATORS I and II—Bobby 
wasn’t always good, but at Christ- 
mas he was good as good could be. 
Fight? Not he! (Bobby shakes his 
head with fist in hand.) Wash the 
dishes? Make his bed? Clean his 
room? Right around Christmas he 
did this—and even more! (Bobby 
sits down looking dreamy-eyed.) 





The Narrators do the speaking and 


the actors perform in pantomime in 
this Biblical play. If it is presented 
in a large auditorium, the Narrators 
can use the public - address system. 


WHAT COULD 
| GIVE HIM ? 


He had seen that shining bike in 
the store window. How he wanted 
that! “Have I been good enough? 
Maybe Mom and Dad have the 
bike hidden in the closet or attic. 
Would Spot be able to keep up 
with me if I did get a bike?” How 
he wished tomorrow were here! He 
sure could eat a lot of turkey! 
(Bobby rubs his stomach.) 

Wasn't the tree pretty? And the 
snow looked so beautiful outside 
(Bobby 
goes to tree and to window to look 
out.) “Say, what is it that makes 


a real white Christmas. 


all this excitement around Christ- 
mas?” Bobby had heard the story 
every year, but this year he was 
really going to listen when his fa- 
ther read it again from the Bible. 

(Parents enter. Mother places 
ornament on tree, looks at it, and 
sits down. Father sits down with 
Bible. Bobby sits and listens as 
Father pretends to read Christmas 
story from the Bible. Chorus hums 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem.” ) 

(Narrator Ill reads Luke 2:8- 
16.) 

(Father and Mother exit. Bobby 
sits, chin in hand.) 


NARRATORS I and II—‘‘Wouldn’t 
it have been nice to have been 
a shepherd boy in Bethlehem? 


Shucks!” 


have been there! 


Bobby wished he could 
“Ho hum! I 
didn’t think I'd be this sleepy on 
Christmas Eve! [ll just lie down 

(Bobby 


here and take a nap.” 
studio 


couch, pulls cover over him.) 
(After Chorus 


hums a lullaby.) 


yawns and lies down on 


curtains close, 


Part 2 


Bobby’s Double is on the studio 
couch. Bobby now plays the part 
of the Shepherd Boy.) 

NARRATORS I and II—“I wonder 
what it would be like to be a shep- 


herd boy. Mmmmm.” And so he 





slept. And he dreamed that he was 
a shepherd boy. (Shepherds and 
Shepherd Boy come in, as the 
Chorus sings one verse of “While 
She phe rds Watched Their Flocks 
by Night.” Shepherds look around 
as if checking on their sheep; then 
“Brrr! Tm 
cold. Seems as if nothing ever hap- 
pens out here.” 


sit down wearily.) 


He was so tired of 
watching the sheep. (Light off 
stage is turned on.) “What is that 
bright light in the sky? What does 
it mean?” 
(Angel appears. Shepherds kneel 
or react to show alarm.) 
NARRATOR 1V—Be not afraid. For 
behold, I bring you good news of a 
great joy. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David, a 
Saviour who is Christ the Lord. 
And this will be a sign for you. 
You will find the baby wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger. (Chorus sings “Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo,’ and Angel leaves.) 
She phe rds 
excitedly.) 
NARRATORS I and II 
ing! Would the shepherds go? 
They would! wonderful! 
“T want to go too. I want to see 
the baby.” (Shepherds shake their 
heads.) Why couldn’t he go? Be- 
cause he would slow them up? 
“T’ll walk fast—I can walk a long 
ways.” (Shepherd Boy goes to 
each one as if seeking permission 
Oh, he wanted so much to go! 
(Shepherd Boy sits down sadly 
with his little white lamb. Two 
Shepherds leave; one remains to 
look after the sheep. Chorus sings, 
“Noel.”) Why shouldn’t he see this 
wonderful thing? He would go. 
He would follow behind the oth- 
ers. (Shepherd Boy leaves.) 


cet up and gesture 
How excit- 


How 


Part 3 


(As curtains open, Chorus hums 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are.” 
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A rock is on the stage and She phe rd 


Boy sits on it.) 

NARRATORS I and I] 
tired! It was such a long way to 
Bethlehem. (Shepherd Boy looks 
off stage.) Who is coming down 
the road? (Wise Men enter and 
slou ly cross the stage.) “Are they 
kings? Are they going to Bethle- 
hem? What 


hands?” (As 


He was so 


have they in their 
Wise Men 
Thre: 
The Wise Men were taking some- 
“What 
I have nothing 
My little lamb? 
That’s what I can give—my lamb!” 
She pherd Boy exits happily 


i 


le ave, 
Chorus sings “We Kings.” ) 
thing to give to the Baby. 
could I give Him? 
except my lamb. 


Part 4 


seated and Jose ph 
stands near the manger fromwhich 
Bobby is on the 
studio couch. His double now has 
on the Shepherd Boy's « 


o pe n, the 


(Mary is 
a light shines. 


sturme.) 
As curtains Chorus 
hums “Away in a Manger.” As 
Shepherds enter and kneel and as 
Wise Men present their gifts, “O 
Holy Night” is sung as a solo, and 
as Shepherd Boy comes 
with his lamb, “What 
This” is sung. All knee 

NARRATORS I and II 


forward 


Child Is 


At last he 
had reached the place where the 
Baby lay in the manger. How hap- 
py he was to give the Baby his 
lamb! (Bobby sits up and Bobby's 
Double dressed as the Shepherd 
Boy exits “But, say, 'm not a 
real shepherd boy. I'ma boy ol 
What could I give? Why, 
if a shepherd boy would give his 
lamb, why—then—I could give my 
dog!” (Bobby gets off couch and 
leads real dog to the manger.) 
(From the a boy with 
a football, a girl with a doll, and a 


today. 


audience 


cirl with a book come and stand 
reverenily at the manger as Chorus 


smnes “Joy to the World ™ 









CHARACTERS 


KING youty—The Monarch of Nonsense 
Land. 

SIR ALEXANDER BUMPTIOUS—Exalted Orig- 
inater and Propounder of the Royal 
Menus. 

cook You—Commander-in-Chief and the 
Premier Cook of the Royal Kitchens. 


ROSEY 

POSEY >) Kitchea Maids 
JOSEY 

rYKE 

PYKE Kitchen Boys. 
SYKE ) 

stiver—The Errand Boy. 
Harry —The Herald. 


SETTING 
The Royal Kitchens in Grandiose 
Castle, Nonsense Land. 
Scene 1.—Early morning of Christmas 


Day. 
Scene 2.—Late afternoon of Christ- 


mas Day. 


Seene I! 


Cookyou, standing behind table, 
is stirring contents of bowl about 
which are ranged bottles marked 
“Oil” and “Vinegar” and contain- 
ers labeled “Sugar,” “Salt,” “Pep- 
per,” and so on. The Menu, a lon 
narrow fnece of paper, lies acro 
the table. Rosey, Posey, and Josey 
are at left of table; Tyke and Syke 
at righit—all watching Cookyou 
Sliver, seated on floor down night, 
is reading a book which he hold 
so that the audience can see title, 
“Joke —' 

PYKE 
Sir, the Pastry Cook 
Rosey to help him with the tarts 
(Takes place with Tyke and Syke 

cookyou—aAll right, Rosey, you 
may go and help the Pastry Cook 

Rosey (with slight curtsy)—Yes 
Sir. Thank you, Cookyou. ( Exits 
looking critically at 
contents of bowl)—Syke, take this 
onion sauce back to the Sauce Cook 
and tell him that at last it suits 
me. And bring back the caper sauce. 

sykE—Yes, Cookyou. 

cookyou (watching Syke as he 
carefully picks up bowl and exits 


enters)—If you please, 


would like 


COOKYOU 
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The KING’S 
CHRISTMAS 


right)—And hurry back for we all 
have much to do. 

Sliver laughs out loud and all 
turn to look at him.) 
Sliver! 
sorbed in book, does not 
Sliver!! Hi—o—Sliver!!! 

SLIVER (looks up startled, jumps 
to feet, and crosses to group) —Did 
you call me, Cookyou? 
Sé verely 


COOKYOU Sliver, ab- 


hear.) 


COOKYOL I did. Here 
it is nine o’clock Christmas morn- 
ing and you are reading a joke book 

SLIVER (meekly Yes, Cookyou 

but King Jolly likes jokes. (Hope- 
fully Perhaps some day I shall 
find a joke fit for a King, and His 
Maje sty will listen to it 

cookyou (kindly)—But much as 
our King enjoys a joke, Sliver, he 
enjoys a good dinner far more—and 
this Christmas dinner must be the 
very best His Majesty has ever had 

att (nodding heads)—The very 
best His Majesty has ever had! 
picking up menu from 
I can’t 


COOKYOIl 
table, looks at it puzzled 
understand why there is no dessert 
listed on the menu. King Jolly has 
always been so fond of desserts. 

POSEY ciggling)—Perhaps he 
wants to reduce. 

cookyou (severely A very un- 
seemly remark, Posey. Come, Sliver, 
put your book here. (Sliver reluc- 
tantly places book on table.) Now, 
go and find out how many hours 
the oxen and venison have been 
roasting 

SLIVER—Yes, Cookyou. (£xits.) 

SYKE (enters with another bowl 
which he carefully places on table 
in front of Cookyou)—The caper 
sauce, Sir 

cookyou—Thank you, Syke. 

Looks at bowl disdainfully and 
shakes head.) It doesn’t look right. 


ALL (lean forward to look in 


bowl) —It doesn’t look right. 
cooxyou (holds nose, shakes 
head) —It doesn’t smell right. 
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ALL (sniff, hold noses, and shake 


heads)—It doesn’t smell right. 
Sliver enters unnoticed, joins 
others, sneaks book from table, and 


withdraws to one side to read.) 
raises spoon to lips, 
It certainly 


COOKYOL 
makes face doesn’t 
taste right! 

ALL (each sticks a finger in bowl, 
tastes, makes face and re pe ats) —It 
certainly doesn’t taste right. 

cookyou—Then—we must make 
it right. (All watch intently as he 
adds a little from each bottle and 
container, stirring mixture. Pour- 
ing in a generous supply of “Pepper” 
he gives a violent sneeze; then con- 
stirring while the others 
At last he looks up with a 
satisfied smile and raises a spoonful 
of the mixture.) Ah-h-h! Now it is 
beautiful! A sauce really fit for a 
king! 

ALL (nodding heads)—A-h-h-h! 
Now it is beautiful! A sauce really 
fit for a king! 


linues 


néézeé. 


ROSEY (rushes in, wringing her 
hands) —Oh-h! Something dreadful 


is going to happen! Oh! Oh! Oh! 
Come, come, now, 
Rosey, what is it? What dreadful 
thing could happen on this beauti- 
ful Christmas day? 

ROSEY ~—That mean old 
Sir Alexander Bumptious is coming 


COOKYOU 


sobbing) 


—and wherever he is there is al- 
ways trouble. 

(Others look frightened.) 

cook you—And who gave you this 
piece of news, Rosey? 

rosEY—The pastry cook, Sir. His 
wife came down to tell him just as 
soon as she heard about it. Her 
daughter told her. 
Who told her daugh- 


COOKYOIL 
ter? 

ROSEY ( places hand on heart and 
sighs) —The man she’s in love with 
—and oh, Sir, he’s so in love with 
her. (Another long sigh.) It’s such 
a romantic affair. 


PUDDING 


cookyou—Yes, yes, Rosey, but 
who is the man? 

rRosEY—Oh—I forgot to tell you. 
He is Sir Alexander’s valet. So he 
must know. 

cookyou-—Nonsense! Why, Sir 
Alexander would never step foot 
into the Royal Kitchens; he always 
sends a here 
would be beneath his dignity. No, 
Rosey, I can’t believe it. 

HARRY (enters, loudly announ- 
cing)—Hear ye! Hear ye! The 
Right Honourable Sir Alexander 
Bumptious! 


servant. To come 


(Sir Alexander enters. Cookyou 
turns to face him as others gather 
about him as if for protection.) 
cookyou (calls cheerily) —Merry 
Christmas, Sir Alexander! 

SIR ALEXANDER ( disgustedly)— 
Merry Christmas—bah! 

cookyou—You honor the Royal 
Kitchens with your presence. 

SIR ALEXANDER— No honor intend- 
ed, I assure you. What dessert have 
you prepared for His Majesty’s 
Christmas dinner? 

cookyou—Why—why—none, Sir 
Alexander. Here is the menu you 
sent and there is no dessert listed 
on it. (Holds up menu.) 

SIR ALEXANDER—How dare you 
act this way! You know as well as 
I that His Majesty must have at 
least one dessert with each meal. 

cookyou—I had wondered about 
it—but—(looking at menu) There 
is none listed here. 

SIR ALEXANDER—Bah! So what? 
I sent a special messenger to you 
with several desserts I wished you 
to prepare. 

COOKYOU 

SIR ALEXANDER—That simpleton 
of a boy! Where is he? ( Looking 
around he sees Sliver, points finger 
at him.) Ha! There he is. Come 
here, minion. It will be off with 
your head when I tell His Majesty 
about you. (Continued on page 73 


I received none. 











A SUIT 
FOR 


SANTA 


Santa went shopping one cold winter day, 

For his jolly red suit had started to fray. 

“Please show me some clothes,” he said to the clerk. 
“T must buy a suit, then get on with my work.” 

“Oh, oh!” said the salesman, “we’ve nothing in red. 
Why not try another nice color instead?” 

We've good suits in gray, we’ve good suits in green. 
And isn’t this brown suit the best that you’ve seen?” 


So Santa thumbed through the suits on the rack. 


He thumbed down the line, and then he thumbed back. 
“There’s nothing quite bright,” he said. “Nothing quite gay 


Is this all you have? These suits on display?” 


The clerk found one suit just as blue as the sky. 
“Okay.” Santa smiled. “I'll give it a try.” 

Then he ran to his sleigh, to his team gave a shout 
But instead of obeying, the deer turned about. 


“Get off,” they all cried. “Our driver wears red. 
You'll have to get off. Take the next sleigh instead.” 
Poor Santa. He sighed. A tear came to his eye. 

He wished he could give the new blue suit a try. 

But he turned right around and went back in the store 
And changed from the blue to his red suit once more. 
As he rushed to his sleigh, his reindeer all snorted. 
“An impostor was here—a fake,” they reported. 

“A silly old man who said he was you. 

Now everyone knows Santa never wears blue.’ 
Santa chuckled so hard his cap shook on his head. 
Of course, he remembered. Santa always wears red! 


, 


Two Choral Readings 


CHRISTMAS 


TREES 


HIS poem has many possibilities for 
T visualization. Children may carry 
placards in the shapes of trees trimmed 
as described in the poem, or they may 
achieve a three-dimensional effect, by 
cutting a pie-shaped picce out of a 
painted paper circle 5’ in diameter. 
A small opening in the exact center per- 
mits the child to wear the paper circle, 
which, when overlapped where the 
wedge was cut out, forms a cone that 
resembles a tree in shape. Handmade 
colored slides showing trees decorated 
in the ways mentioned in the poem is 
another possibility. The poem might 
inspire the making of a mural of various- 
ly decorated Christmas trees to be dis- 
played while the poem was read. 

The poem may be given orally by an 
individual, by a group, alternately by 
groups of girls and boys (or light and 
dark voices) or by a complete choral- 
speaking choir with certain speeches 
given by individuals designated as solo- 
ists. The children can help judge what 


is most effective. 


Once upon a night 
Long, long ago, 

A little tree stood lonely, 
Cold, in the snow. 


And there appeared across 
The valley far 

\ wondrous light—a lovely 
Silvery star. 

Chen through the night 
An angel throng 

Sang of the birth of Christ 
A Christmas song. 


he tree, enraptured, 
Seemed to glow- 

No longer felt the chillness 
Of the snow. 


Che Star swung past and 
Seemed to stop, 

And lingered o’er the tree— 
Right on the top! 


So all the people near 
And far agree, 

This must have been the first 
The Christmas tree! 


(Unadorned evergreen with 
star above it.) 
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Next year, in memory 
Of the night, 
lhe tree bedecked itself 
In snowflakes, white. 
Tree trimmed with snow- 


flakes.) 


And long years after, far 
Across the sea, 
The children decked with toys 
Their Christmas tree. 
Toy-trimmed tree.) 


But times have changed 
And customs, too, 
And trees are trimmed 
In manners new. 
The best of all the trims, 
It seems to me, 
is that delicious one, 
The Cooky Tree. 
Tree trimmed with decorated 
“cookies” in fancy shapes.) 


Oh, no, the best one wears 
Bright-colored bells 

And balls; and in the top 
An angel dwells! 


Tree with miscellaneous or- 
naments, plus an angel.) 


One night in Denver, 
An ailing lad 
Could not see his tree 


And called his dad. 


He asked if colored lights 
Which he could see 

Might be outside his window 
On a tree. 

And every year thereafter 
On wintry nights, 

Outdoor trees are garlanded 
With Christmas lights 

Tree trimmed with colored 

“lights” only.) 


And now, the modern 
Streamlined tree, 
So very new and different 
You will see! 
Tree trimmed in modernis- 
tic fashion, perhaps a white 
tree with blue “lights.’’) 


No matter how it’s trimmed, 
Wherever it may be, 
The whole wide world just loves 


The Christmas Tree! 
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CHRISTMAS 
ALL THE 
YEAR! 


fx. second-craders and I had a real thrill 
M and a valuable learning experience last 
year at West Hill School, Ithaca, N.Y., by 
writing our Christmas play. 

One day when we were discussing Christmas 
the children decided that the best way to find 
out what would make parents and teachers hap- 
py at Christmas was to ask them. That is what 
each child did at home that very evening, The 
next day we tabulated their findings. Then cere 
tain children were selected to interview teachers 
and custodians in the same way 





yor the first scene of our Bridgeport, Illinois 
k grade school Christmas program a friendly 
janitor made a wooden frame on which two 
older girls tacked a sheet. The art teacher and 
two other upper-grade girls cut from construc- 
tion paper a star, a large palm tree, a larg: 
water jar, a cloud, and two flat-topped oriental 
houses of contrasting size. ‘These were pinned 
to the sheet on the side away from the audience 
The frame 
curtains open d just enough to accommodate it 

All lichts were turned out 
entered, singing “O Little Town of Bethlehem.’ 
As they entered, a bright light (we used a trou 


was turned 


was held firmly between the stage 


as fourth-graders 


bie licht with a very strong bulb 


on behind the sheet. showin the Little Towr 


in silhouette. 
The children stood lacing the aud 
| 


Then they seatca 


nee whil 
they ang the second verse. 
themselves in the front row of audience seats 
Che strong light was turned off, the curtains 
closed. and the sheet-frame was removed. 
The curtains parted just wide enough to dis- 


close a manger with Mary, dre dina plain 


light blue 


head and Jos ph, clad in a dark robe, at the 


robe and head scarf, seated at the 


foot. A few children were standing about in 
easy but attentive poses, An older boy played 
“Silent Night” on the autoharp as two stron: 
singers in Biblical costumes entered, to pos 
behind the manger. They sang two verses of 
“Away in a Manger.” These children were all 
from our two first grades. 

The curtain opened wider to ad: 


grade children singing “O Come, Little Chil- 


nit second 
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For our play we had no costumes but each 
child wore a sign telling in large ietters what 
character he represented. To set the stage we 
had three signs: TEACHERS’ ROOM, BOILER ROOM, 
PARENTS’ HOME. 

The play began with a discussion of the mean- 
ing of Christmas. The child taking the part of 
Teacher said, “Wouldn’t it be fine if we could 
spread this Christmas cheer over the whole 
year?” And the children promised to ask their 
parents what they could do to make them hap- 
pier all year long, 

Scene 2 was the home scene. The Children 
asked their Parents what they could do to make 
them happier. The Parents mentioned “getting 
dressed faster,” “not arguing,” “making beds 
and keeping toys in order,” “eating a good 
breakfast,” “going to bed cheerfully.” 

In the succeeding scenes the children pre- 
tended to interview teachers and custodians. 

In conclusion all sang the following words 
to the tune of “Jingle Bells.” 

Christmas Cheer, Christmas Cheer! 

Spread it out through all the year, 

This we think is good to do, 

For you, and you, and you, and you ( pointing 
to audience), 

Take the time to be kind, 

And we’re sure that you will find 

Christmas is a happy day, 

To make it last will really pay! 


OUR PAGEANT 


dren.” They wore angel costumes. They walked 
slowly in front of the manger; then they ranged 
themselves on either side, and somewhat back 
of the seated group. 

This plan of adding to the picture, after 
affording the audience a good look at each 
child as he walked in procession across the 
stage, was followed as each group entered. 

Third-grade children, in white choir robes 
enlivened by bright green ties, entered sing 
ing “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 

Another third-grade group entered singing 
‘Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella.” They wore 
charming Provengal costumes topped with tall 
pointed hats from which floated bright scarfs. 
Chis completed the picture. The children slowly 
left the stage, 

House lights drew the attention of the audi- 
ence while the few stage properties were taken 


as music was played. 


away and a decorated, lighted Christmas tree 
was pushed out a few feet from the back wall. 

The house lights went out and the stage 
lights came on as a child played “I Heard the 
Bells of Christmas Ring” on the bell lyre. The 
fourth-grade children went up on the stage by 
the two side stairs, singing the song. 

A child called out “Let’s play that game. 
You know, the one about ‘Deck the Hall.’ ” 
lhe children sang and danced a simple walking 
and skipping dance. 

“Now let’s sing ‘Joy Bells,” called another 
child. The piano played the popular song 
“Silver Bells,” while the children stepped for- 
ward to pick up the shining silver bells which 
were placed between the footlight covers 
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AROUND 
THE TREE 


oR 1953’s holiday seasen the first four grades 
F in Daniel Wertz School, Evansville, In- 
diana, performed short skits around the Christ- 
mas tree. The one done by our first-graders 
proved so successful I want to share it with 
other teachers. 

A large Christmas tree was in the center of 
the auditorium or gymnasium with the children 
grouped by grades informally around the tree, 
some in chairs and some on the floor. Space 
was left between the tree and the children in 
which to perform the little acts, which were not 
to exceed five minutes. 

When the first grade’s turn came one child 
carried out a chair and put it beside the tree. 
Then Santa came out slowly, yawning and 


After singing, the children replaced the silver 
bells, which were paper cups covered with 
aluminum foil. The bells gleamed effectively 
as the children swung them in the proper 
places in the songs. But, being paper, they 
were “dumb,” so the bells that sounded were 
real bells rung by the boy musician who had 
played the autoharp, 

A principal rose and beckoned the audience 
to its feet to sing a verse of “Joy to the World,” 
and one of “May the Good Lord Bless and Keep 
You,” the theme song of the Parent Teacher 
Association which sponsored the program. The 
verses Of both songs had been printed on the 
programs. 

Older children managed the stage settings. 
Two boys took entire charge of the lights. 
Others did the decorating. Older girls helped 
the mothers dress the children in their costumes, 
then kept them together and started them on 
stage at the proper moment. 

The art teacher and her pupils cut life-size 
angels and cherub heads from bristol board. 
The features and wing and robe outlines were 
sketched in with purple crayon, and the entire 
figure brought to life with silver glitter applied 
in a narrow border all around. 

These figures were suspended by black threads 
so they would move slightly with the air cur- 
rents. Against the dark velvet curtains they 
were wonderfully effective. 

Directly in the center of the top curtain 
between the four cherub heads we placed three 
large white bells backed by a silver bow (made 
of aluminum foil). 

A small white tree dressed in gleaming sil- 
ver rain sat on one side of the stage. The 
silver bells between the stage-light covers added 
their gleam. The piano sits on the same level 
as the audience. We faded it into the picture 
by covering its back with a carol-singing scene 
purchased from a firm which sells window 
decorations to merchants. 

















stretching and walking around the tree. He fi- 
nally stopped and said: “Oh, I am so tired. I’ve 
been very busy making toys for girls and boys. 
Here is a chair. I believe I will sit down and 


rest.” (He sits down and falls asleep.) 

Then two little girls came from the audience 
and walked around the tree admiring it. They 
came upon Santa asleep. Their exclamations 
awakened him. After greetings, they asked how 
he got all his toys made. 

“Oh, I have lots of help!” Santa said as he 
pointed to the first-grade chorus group (each 
wearing a red cap). 

Mrs. Santa (in a red dress and white apron 
and three of Santa’s Elves (in short red pants, 
white shirts, and pointed red caps 
forward. Each carried a toy. 

The girls asked each in turn, “What do you 
do to help Santa?” 

Mrs. Santa answered, “I dress dolls.’ 
the chorus sang a doll song. 

One Elf said he made airplanes 
one made toy trains, and the third, jumping 
jacks. 

The girls told Santa he had “lots of good 
helpers.” Santa replied, “I have many more but 
we don’t have time now, so I'll just wish you all 
a Merry Christmas.” He waved to the audience 
and while the Chorus sang a Merry Christmas 
song the group under the tree walked back and 
took their places with the others in their grade. 
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USE 
CREATIVE 
VERSE 


ryuirep oF the type of Christmas program 
I that you present year after year at school? 


then came 


Then 
The second 


The chorus sang a song about each toy. 





Want something different this year? Have you 

thought of the best source, one which is at 

every teacher’s fingertips—the creative expres- 

sions of your class? The Christmas season pro- 

vides the ideal climate in which to nurture a 

child’s creativeness through writing poetry. 
What child does not dream of the gleaming 

Christmas tree? Let him express his ideas about 

it. Listen to the simple beauty of this tree as 

seen through the eyes of a fifth-grader. 

The tree’s graceful swinging limbs 

Express the Christmas joys, 

And piled high around the trunk 

Are gifts for girls and boys. 

The way it stands so straight and tall 

With all its shining things 

Reminds us of the fairyland 

That the Christmas spirit brings 


Snow is a part of this holiday in many parts 
of the country. Encourage your children to 
give free expression to their feelings and you 


may be surprised to learn that they have deep 


appreciation of the beauties of nature. 
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TAPE YOUR 
PROGRAM 


E HAD an unusual sixth-grade Christmas 
program last year at Grant School, 
Columbia, Missouri. We tape-recorded our 
operetta at our leisure in November, and on 





the night of the program we had only to “suit 
the action to the words.” 

The director of any musical Christmas pro- 
gram has a number of fears. One is losing im- 
portant members of the cast at the last minute 
Another is that the quality of the singing will 
decline rapidly when combined with stage action. 
A small class may sing three-part music very 
well in a choir situation, but the moment they 
are separated on the stage into acting groups 
the singing becomes thin and lacks force. 
These director-worries are wiped away when 
the program is on tape. 

Most important from the children’s viewpoint 
is their relaxed approach to the performance. 
They know the singing will be good, so they can 
concentrate on the action. They do not have 
to keep their eyes glued to the director. 

The actual making of the recording is a val- 
uable learning experience. We had ours done 


Let’s visualize a snowy setting with the help 
of this creative poem by a sixth-grader. 


The snow is a part of Christmas 
As it silently sifts down. 

It comes softly falling 

Falling soft and white 

Falling on the countryside 

Falling through the night. 

Many different shapes come down 
Falling through the sky. 

Falling on the frozen ground, 
Piling branches high. 


If given the opportunity, children may give 
us a deeper concept of the significance that 
the Christmas story holds for our lives today. 
Here 1s one fifth-grader’s beautiful expression 
of the true spirit of Christmas and the inspira- 
tion it offers. 


All of our ideas of Christmas today 

Go back to a babe who was born far away. 

The love of this baby has come through the 
years. 

It has touched us with kindness and quieted 
our fears. 

We think of this child as he lay in his bed. 

He had only a manger with hay at his head. 

Glory and praises the angels did sing 

And wonderful gifts the wise men did bring. 

So now each time as Christmas draws near 

Our thoughts go back to that baby so dear. 

The love of the baby Jesus shines on us tonight. 

May we always be guided by his perfect light. 

Last year our Christmas program at Hoover 
School, Yakima, Washington, was based upon 
the original poetry of four pupils, Andrea Danil, 
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professionally. A trip to the recording studio 
was an excellent field trip, though not a costly 
one. We paid only for the roll of new tape. 
The owner of the studio did not charge us for 
making the recording, and he sent an operator 
to handle the controls at the performance with- 
out charge too. Of course you or someone in 
your school may be experienced in using the 
tape recorder so that outside help will not be 
needed. 

A tape-recorded program is an unexpected 
pleasure for the audience. The volume can be 
adjusted so the children’s voices will reach all 
parts of the auditorium. 

The hardest part of our program was over in 
November, long before the Christmas rush. In 
December we synchronized the stage action with 
the tape. 

During rehearsals, as well as at the perform- 
ance, the children sang along softly with the 
recording. This made it seem that the program 
was coming over a loud-speaker. 

We wrote our own script and songs around a 
toyshop theme. For our clown number we used 
a recording which I highly recommend: RCA 
Victor Red Seal, WDM 1443, 49-3045, “The 
Comedians,” Op. 26, by Dmitri Kabalevsky, 
second movement Galop. You will immediately 
recognize this excellent clown music, though 
the particular album from which it comes is 
rather obscure. 

There were many satisfied people at our 
school last Christmas. The director, because 
for the first time she had found a successful way 
to combine accurate part singing with free stage 
action. The administrators, because we had 
completed a fine creative experience unit. The 
parents, because they heard every word and 
note of our program. The children, most of all, 
because they had so much fun 


Sylvia Wittmeier, Lee Ann Smith, and Anna 
Bell Edinger. Over five hundred children par- 
ticipated in the program. 

The first part of the program had to do 
with the “Symbols of Christmas.” A group of 
children and a teacher discussed them infor- 
mally, and at the proper time a child repeated 
a poem about that symbol. The tree, bells, 
snow, greens, candles, greeting cards, and carols 
were touched upon in this way. 

The second part of the program presented 
ways in which children enjoy “Christmas at 
School.” Such things as admiring the tree in 


the hall and singing carols were mentioned 


The following poem was given. 


Christmas means a lot of things 

To us at Hoover School. 

Te sit around the trees and sing 

Is a joyful rule. 

We carol softly in the halls; 

We bring a lot of joys 

As our music drifts through the doors 
And thrills the girls and boys. 


The third part of the featured 
“Christmas at Home.” As one child wrote: 


program 


Home is a sweet and comfortable place 
With dainty white curtains and lots of lace. 
Where mothers and daddies look after their 
young, 

And everyone there has lots of fun. 
Evenings at home are full of joy 
For Mother, Father, Girl, and Boy, 

Other poems were interspersed with the dia- 
logue, and the program was concluded with 
carol singing. 



















1. 
2. 


Ting, 
Ting, 
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Words and arrangement by Elva S. Daniels 


Send 


came the Prince of 


world will stop to hear, 


Gluck (rhymes with book) ranks as 
perhaps the most important composer 
in the middle eighteenth century, be- 
cause of his achievements in the reform 
of opera. Gluck studied under the finest 
ne So of his day, and wrote many 
operas based on Greek mythology. Al- 
though these operas were very popu- 
lar, Gluck decided that the dramatic 
element of opera had been neglected in 
favor of giving the singers an oppor- 
tunity to “show off." So he wrote 








peal - ing from the stee - ple _ tall, 


Chimes peal - ing from the tow’r on high, 





a, 


Gle - ri - a, 
Glo - ri - a, 


Je - sus Christ is 
Je - sus Christ is 


Send Christ - mas joysto one and all. Ting, 
Send mu - sic thro’a frost- y sky. 


Orpheus and Eurydice. |ts many new 
ideas shocked and astonished the pub- 
lic. He developed many enemies but he 
was championed by Marie Antoinette, 
who had been his pupil. 

This tune, "Dance of the Blessed 
Spirits," is from Orpheus and Eurydice. 
lt is a beautiful melody, simple and 
dignified, and helps to show why 
Gluck's music has withstood the tests 
of time and changing fashions for more 
than a century and a half. 


Tune: "Dance of the Blessed Spirits,” by C. W. von Gluck 









Bells tin - kling thro’ the win - try night, 








notes in hap -py soar — ing flight; 





b 


man-ger, meek and mild— He 











Tell the sto- ry of a low - ly child, 





So send your mes - sage 


ESE. 
















Tong, 
Tong, 


Ly - ing 


sweet and clear— This trou- bled 







Je - sus Christ is born. 





2A 
oe ee. 


wets 













In the Toybox ;,”\ 









Words and Music by THOMASINA WEBER 4 7 4 wv 
at . ¢ Z {9 
—— PT as SY ¢ \ 


Wr 


1. It was Christ - mas = ye toy - box and ev’-ry- one was feel- ing glad. Said the 
2. “We must wel-come them to the toy - box, and e-ven though I’m bro - ken and torn, I will 





- 1 2 











big bass drum, ““When the new toys come, do you think that they’ll be sad? 
do my part, o-pen up my heart, so that they won't feel for - lorn.” 3. Said the old rag doll, 
am 


* * 


*] will doa dance.” Said the trum. pet, “Ill play a_ tune.” 2 Said the clown, “If they’ll give me half a 


chance, I will make them laugh till the mid - dle of June!” 4. So the new toys came to the toy - box, and they were 





Fr 


id 


just de -light-ed to stay. And then ev’ -ry-one laughed and sang for fun on that hap - py Christ - mas day! 
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Yule-tide is here, Yule - tide 


ule tide 


As part of the ancient ceremony of 
bringing in the yule log, the young 
folk in Sweden used to join hands and 
dance in serpentine formation through 
the house, singing the yuletide song 
given here, to bring the yule spirit to 
every room and to every building. The 
rhythm of the song was accented by a 
heavy stamp of the foot on the first 
beat of each measure. 

Using this Swedish folk song as a 
basis, a variety of Christmas activities 
can be developed for school use. 

There are several translations of the 
old song available, but perhaps none 
will seem as suitable to your situation 
as an adaptation you and your pupils 
might make Semaine 

Primary children, with their undying 
love of making paper chains, are inven- 


San - ta will see How good you can be, 


For each lit - tle 
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is here, 


Who is jol-ly and round and 





is LH eve 





tive also in ways of using them. Some 
will parade solemnly about the room, 
enjoying the extended length of their 
handiwork. Let them make up their own 
words to the old yuletide tune, and sing 
as they carry their chains from room to 
room in the school building, bringing 
the spirit of festivity, as of old, to each 
room they enter. The emotional value 


of participating in a happy ancient cus- 


tom is considerable. 

Middle-grade children will be able to 
master the old three-count stepping 
rhythm. They will delight in making 
tree decorations they can wear them- 
selves while they sing their version of 
the yuletide song, and carry their own 
spirit of festivity to each room. After 
the parade through the room, their dec- 
orations can be used on the Christmas 


Now the Christ-mas tree is 


So mind your moth-er  ev’-ry 


Words and Music by Marian Nichols McMillan 


and each lit - tle boy? San - ta Claus, San - ta 


Who al-ways wears a fur - trimmed hat, Who has a sleigh and a pack full of 





Reis? 


a 


tree, or put up on the walls of their class- 
room. 

The art possibilities for youngsters 
of this age are tremendous; a yuletide 
mural; clay figures of girls and boys car- 
rying the festive spirit to all rooms; an 
endless border of people dancing to the 
yuletide song. 

Older pupils can compose verses in 
infinite variety to the old song, and 
make bright Swedish costume pieces, 
such as caps, vests, and boys’ gay em- 
broidered suspenders, to wear while 
distributing the yule spirit. A yule log, 
or a facsimile of one, can be pulled 
along ahead of the dancers. Under- 
standing of other peoples is inherent 
in a study of costume, as well as in a 
reliving of their ways. 

Have fun with a gay old custom! 








I San -ta will come Christ - mas Eve. 


















jhe Carol 7 
of the Baby Besus 


This song by a present-day composer is written in 







if = woe Oy the style of a thirteenth-century carol. It is in a 
= Winnifred G. Rodgers minor key, and like many songs of that time, it ends 
= . on the fifth tone of the scale. Such a melody is 

“s a very different from those common in our twentieth 

‘ TR century. Your children will think they are very 






= clever to be able to sing something as unusual as 
6... this. Begin to teach it early in the season when 


= i jm . SS they are so thrilled at singing Christmas music that 
= a Tn > — SS they will try anything. By the time Christmas ar- 
; iy ——__ — rives, they will love its strangeness and want to sing 


it again and again. 

















%* DESCANT 


1. ce 
2. His Moth - 
3. Now Jo-seph stood out - 


4. Cat-tle and sheep were 






















far a-way Ly-ing on a of hay, There ie g - by fast a- 
o’er Him bent, Looked at Him in won-der-ment, The pre-cious hands, the ti- ny 
side the door, Saw the Star as it passed o’er. The Shep-herds came, he them did 
all a-wake, Could not bear His sleep to break By soft, low moo, or loud « er 





sleep: It was Je - sus sweet, 
feet: It was Je - sus sweet, 
greet, To see Je - sus sweet, 
bleat, For ’twas Je - sus sweet, 







To be sung on “ah,” or hummed 
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The Rest on the 
Flight into Egypt 


PAINTED BY GERARD DAVID 


HARRIET GARRELS 


Specialist in Art, Elementary Schools, 
Washington, D.C. 


EHOLD an angel of the Lord appeared to 
B jose; h in a dream and said, “Rise, take 
the young child and his mother and flee to 
Egypt.” 

Here we see an episode of that journey ten- 
derly portrayed. Lhe flight into Egypt has 
appealed to many artists. But none has painted 
it with more reverence or in more pleasing 
colors than David. ‘This version of mother and 
child is appealing and easily understood. It 
must have been equally popular at the time 
it was painted, for there are many contempo- 
rary replicas in existence. 

The sweet mother sits quietly on a rocky 
ledge holding the Christ Child, with grapes, 
which are a symbol of the Eucharist. ‘They 
form a spot of pale green which contrasts 
pleasantly with Mary’s dark blue gown. 

So does the Babe. who wears a garment of 
filmly material like his mother’s veil. Like 
other Flemish artists, David excelled in por- 
traying materials and textures. 

What kind of blue is Mary’s mantle? How 
rracefully it falls, enfolding and enclosing 
her! It emphasizes the triangular mass which 
s the central part of the simple arrangement 
{ shapes. ‘The cool, quiet, subdued blues are 

lieved by glowing rose pink peeping from 
beneath. David was an excellent colorist. He 
hose colors which expressed a certain mood 
Did he paint them in with thick, wet lavers 

r in a dry, thin manner? 

Obviously he was predominantly interested 
in linear patterns clearly drawn and colored 
in smoothly as in miniature painting. Notice 
he careful drawing of the charming ferns and 
the plants which border the lower edge of the 

cture. They are carefully observed and well 
exec ted. 

Is Mary’s appearance awe-inspiring like a 


) 


jueen, or appealing like a young mother 
Does she contemplate her child with adoration 
ir simple affection? 

Some artists painted the Madonna seated 


upon a thronc, some have shown her “in 


ART 


gloria” in the sky, sometimes her portrait has 
been painted against an indefinite background 
and sometimes in a landscape. Which do we 
see here? The pastoral type of Madonna 
painting is always pleasing, for combined with 
the sweetness of mother love is the universal 
appeal of nature. 

David was one of the first artists to show 
the Holy Family in a landscape. They seem to 
be an integral part of it. That is, they do 
not scem to stand out from the landscape as 
if it were stage scenery. There is a harmony 
between the figures and the environment, as 
if they were in it. 

Are you wondering what Joseph is doing in 
the background? He is knocking chestnuts from 
a tree, an activity depicted in calendar illus- 
trations of Flemish illuminated manuscripts. 

At the other side of the picture a most ap- 
pealing gentle donkey contributes a bit to the 
mood of rest and peace. 

Farther away, but equally important, is a 
town beside a winding river, and still far- 
ther away are green fields and rolling hills. 

In this Flemish countryside, does the moth- 
er appear fearful and frightened like other 
refugees and fugitives? Her serenity, so un- 
like ordinary human beings, seems to set her 
apart from the everyday world. Is there any 
visible nimbus or halo? David's representation 
of Mary as a simple sweet Flemish mother, 


Ballad for Christmas 


NANCY BYRD TURNER 


It’s time to welcome Christmas, now. 

Off to the woods for wintry vine, 

For white and scarlet berried bough 
And patterned fir and frosty pine, 

For logs to make the broad hearth shine— 
Stout oak, and hickory, dry and hale. 

To send a glow across the snow 

The light of Christmas shall not fail. 


Under the old and arching skies 

Clear carols call, by street and hill; 

The stars that saw the great Star rise 
Are shining still, are shining still. 

In all the long years, come what will, 
There’s nothing new and nothing strange 
In one old night of song and light— 

The heart of Christmas cannot change! 


Used by permission of the author 
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rather than as the Queen of Heaven, was 
the concept most pleasing to northern Euro- 
peans. It was probably due to their theological 
tendency to consider the mother less important 
than her divine son—and to their intensely 
domestic viewpoint. 


THE ARTIST 


ERARD DAVID (gay’rart dah’vit), born in 

Flanders about 1460, summarized the 
best tradition of his Flemish predecessors and 
became the last outstanding master of the 
Bruges school of painting. 

Flanders, which no longer exists as a country, 
included the territory now comprising Belgium 
and The Netherlands. Gerard, the son of Jan, 
born in Oudewater near Gouda in southern 
Holland, was the first Hollander to gain fame 
as a painter. 

There is no exact information in existence 
about him prior to 1484, when he was ac- 
cepted as a master painter by the Guild of 
St. Luke in Bruges. Presumably he had 
studied in Haarlem under Dirk Bouts or 
Geertzen tot Sint Jans. 

About 1498, David married Cornelia Cnoop, 
a well-known painter of miniatures. They had 
one child, a daughter. In time David became 
dean of the Guild of St. Luke. 

Apparently he was deeply religious and 
painted chiefly sacred themes. His first impor- 
tant commission was “The Judgment of 
Cambyses” in 1488. Other early works were 
“St. John” and “St. Jerome.” 

In Bruges, David had the opportunity to 
study the masterpieces and methods of the Van 
Eycks, who had invented oil painting about a 
century earlier. And from his contemporary, 
Memling, he probably acquired added skill 
in figure drawing and the orderly arrangement 
of figures. 

Most of David’s famous work was painted 
before his visit to Antwerp in 1515. His mas- 
terpiece, now in Rouen, is an altarpiece, 
“Madonna Surrounded by Saints and An- 
gels,” painted in 1509, and presented to the 
Carmelite Nuns of Sion at Bruges. 

David’s work is in the classic Flemish 
tradition. Like many others before him, he 
was a trained illuminator of manuscripts. Af- 
ter the Van Eycks invented oil paint, they 
and their followers painted pictures which 
were like enormously enlarged manuscript 
illustrations. They worked slowly with the 
help of assistants, preparing their colors in 
such a manner that their paintings have de- 
fied the ravages of time and climate better 
than later artists’ work. 

The fact that more than forty of David's 
paintings have survived for more than five 
hundred years proves that he was a sound and 
conscientious craftsman. 

“The Marriage of St. Catherine” is in the 
National Gallery, London, and the triptych, 
“Madonna Enthroned and Saints,” is in Ge- 
neva. Other paintings can be seen in Bruges 
and Vienna, but almost none in the United 
States. At the New York World’s Fair in 1939, 
four of his paintings were shown. 

After his death in 1523, David was for- 
gotten. In 1860 an Englishman, Heale, went 
to Belgium and spent several years finding 
the main facts of his life and work. 














5 3 R ost on the Slight into Sgypl 


GERARD DAVID 
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year we thrill at Christmas tirne, as 

see fairyland in the eves of children 

1 about a Christmas tree, awaiting the 

of Santa’s bells. Though many of the 

istoms used in celebrating Santa’s coming at 

y euude are ol Old World ori- 
, 


ancient OI 


we can proudly say that Santa Claus 1s 

n Amer n 
Lhe children of the Dutch colony of New 
Amsterdam found the name of St. Nicholas 


( ilt to pronounce and changed it to Sankt 
kK Santa Claus), some say as early as 
| { 

But no one had seen Santa Claus! No de- 
ption of his appearance had ever been 

published, until Dr. Clement C. Moore, a 


the n in New York, wrote a poem one 
Eve to read to his children. A 
ruest at the first reading asked for 


a copy of the poem, and it was printed a year 
later, in 1823, in the Troy Sentinel. 

As Dr. Moore described Santa Claus in his 
poem A Visit from St. Nicholas— 
He was chubby and plump a right jolly old elf, 
\nd I laughed when I saw him, in spite of my- 


f 


About this time, a New York cartoonist, 


Lhomas Nast, had painted a picture of Rip 
van Winkle asleep on the mountainside with 
twenty litthke men about him. In one corner 
f the picture was another little man sitting 
on the ground smoking a pipe. Later when 
the p was hung in a New York City 
art gallery, Mr. Nast noticed a group of chil- 
dren looki it it One child turned to him 


ind asked, “Who is that little man leaning 
against the tre 


That is Santa Clau Mr. Nast replied 


thout premeditation. His answer aroused a 
‘ mmoti: 1 
Santa ¢ Santa Claus! “Oh, there 
he us! bh a jolly old fellow!” the chil- 
cn shou 
[hey had found their beloved friend at 


last. He pleased and satisfied them. He was 
Chey told their parents; they told 
would not be dissuaded. 


thieir te ner they 


picture was in the art gallery and they 


cen i 

When Mr. Nast said, ““Thatis Santa Claus,” 
| t anticipate that he was visualizing 
7 nal character for posterity, and increas- 

own prestige. Nor had Dr. Moore 
ated that his poem would make him 
loreve! 

However, the importance of what the chil- 
lrery had weighed heavily on Artist Nast 
He re | there was an urgent demand for 

liken of the beloved Santa Claus, and 

ttl keness must depict the principles he 

epresented and have a permanent appear- 

teeling nacequate lor so important a 

f } Wasi ton Irving and Dr 
\I Dados 

| int to resemble n lel 

1 | 1) k.”’ Dr. Moore said iar 

the piration to write *Jwa 

\ he } } C/ tmas, as we walked hone 

{ he e frosty Christmas Eve When he 

| ‘What a night for St Nick to be riding,’ 

I look to the skv and seemed to see racing 

the starlit blue a miniature sleigh and 

eight tiny reindeer And to hear the driver, 
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a jolly old fellow, whistle, and curling his 
whip over his shoulders, shout, 
‘Now Dasher! Now Dancer! Now Prancer and 


Vixen! 
On Comet! on Cupid! on Donder and Blitzen.’” 
The gentlemen agreed that the face of 
Santa Claus should resemble the rotund 


countenance of Dr. Moore's beaming friend 
Washington Irving had returned from years 
abroad, and he suggested that Santa’s cos 
tume should be universal something that 
would re prese nt the countries that celebrated 
the Nativity. “We would not want to picture 
him,” he said, “in the black robes of St 
Nicholas riding a white horse or a mule 
through the streets carrying a basket filled 
with gifts and switches.” St. Nicholas had 
gone from the American Christmas 
scene for a long time, and Santa had already 


internationally famous, for Dr. 


been 


be¢ ome 





a 


ORIGIN OF THREE 
American, many cus 


s gpetng Santa Claus is an 
Santa 


toms used in celebrating the coming of 
of Old World origin 


He rth 1, or 


Claus are 


\ Norse legend tells of Bertha, the 


goddess of the home, descending on ( hristmas Eve, 
in the smoke of the fireplace, to guide the house- 
hold in ways of wisdom for the coming year 
Hence, no doubt, we have Santa Claus coming 


down the chimney. 
Another concerns St 
in Asia Minor in the 


Archbishop of Myra 


Nicholas, who really lived 


fourth century, and was 


One of his acts of generosity 
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Clement Moore's poem had been translated 
into several languages. 

“Santa's costume should be gay and bright, 
and something that belongs particularly to 
him—something that will be recognized every- 
where,” Dr. Moore suggested. 
the 
England,” Mr. Irving said, 













































coat of 
“and tnm it with 
ermine from the northern countries, with the 
broad belt and buckle from Holland.” 

“Don't forget the cap, the pipe, and high- 
topped boots from Russia,” Dr. Moore added, 

“And I will paint the reindeer from Scan 
Mr. Nast said, 
the glistening runners and the bells from Fin- 
land. Bells mean joy and happiness.” 

When Mr. Nast exhibited the picture, 
about 1850, the jolly figure of Santa Claus 
became a reality in the minds of children, and 
even adults viewed it with satisfaction. 


“Let us give him festive red 


dinavia,” ‘and the sleigh with 


Schildman 


Kathleen T. 
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CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS 


is commemorated in two of our Yuletide customs 


hanging stockings from the fireplace mantel, and 
placing a ladder near the chimney 

When St. Nicholas heard about a man of Myra 
who had three daughte rs, but was too poor to pro 


of gold 


second he 


vide dowries for them, he dropped a bag 
at the door for one daughter. For the 
climbed a ladder to the roof and dropped the gold 
down the chimney. The girl had heard the noise 
so she waited below with a stocking held wide 
open to catch the gold. St. Nicholas similarly 


provided for the third daughter. 


Se Owes 









NO ROOM IN THE INN 


The rich innkeeper shook his head 
Impatiently inside the door. 

He spoke: “The inn is crowded now; 
There is no room for any more.” 










Out in the night, sweet Mary heard, 
And bowed her head and softly wept. 
The little Jesus, then, could not 
Be born inside where rich men slept. 








The proud innkeeper closed the door 
And soon forgot the two in flight; 

He did not see the great star blaze 
Its wondrous message at midnight. 








He slept that night, and he sleeps now; 






a His name and crowded inn are gone; 
~~ But yet, although he closed his door, 
“9 A Stable and a Star live on! 





WILLIAM ARNETTE WOFFORD 


KCEMBER 
VERSE 


WHEN I THINK OF CHRISTMAS 









TEDDY CAT’S 
CHRISTMAS 


When I think of Christmas When I think of Christmas 
I keep very stiil I think of a star 

And watch with the shepherds And Wise Men on camels 
Awake on the hill. Coming from far. 


When I think of Christmas When I think of Christmas 
I hear once again I journey with them 
The bright angels singing And find a Baby 
“Good will to men!” In Bethlehem. 
—ELSIE BINNS 


Oh, Teddy was a pussy cat, 
A kitten large was he. 

And, just like everybody else, 
He loved the Christmas tree. 


He liked to leap for tinsel, 
Or investigate a star, 

Or bat a ball to make it fall 
Down where the presents are. 
One Christmas morn, a dollhouse TOO BAD! 
Stood underneath the tree, 
And Teddy cat had disappeared 


Tonight’s the night; it’s Christmas Eve. 
As far as we could see. 


THE CATTLE KNEEL 


That at the hour of midnight, 
The patient brutes arise 

With glory all about them, 
And wonder in their eyes. 


Old Eric says the vision 
Is not for us to see, 
But he is sure the story 

Is true as true can be. 


And he says it is certain 

That if we were as mild 
And patient as the oxen, 

We too might see the Child! 
—DANA KNEELAND AKERS 


THE HEART 
IS AN INN 


Old Eric says, in Norway 
The peasant folk believe 

The cattle kneel in worship 
On every Christmas Eve— 


The heart is an inn 
for friends we know 
to linger within 

or come and go, 

to doff a cap 

and unloose a sandal, 
and warm their hands 
at a cheery candle. 


The heart is an inn— 

oh, is there room 

on a crowded night 

in the winter gloom 

for strangers who knock 

and ask to tarry, 

like one named Joseph 

and one named Mary? 
AILEEN FISHER 






TREE ALIVE 


I want an outdoor Christmas tree! 

A fragrant pine will do for me! 

For it no ornament or trim, 

Just brown cones growing on each limb. 


I want my Christmas tree to grow, 
To wade knee-deep in winter’s snow, 
To throb, to feel, to be alive, 

To prosper and forever thrive. 


I hope the roots run deep below. 
Through its trunk let the resin flow. 
Help its branches house each bird 
Whose songs from shelter may be heard. 


Keep my tree green throughout the year, 
When other trees stand brown and sear. 
This sentinel in evergreen 

Looks well dressed in a winter scene. 


I hope my tree won’t live alone, 

But grow some seedlings of its own. 

There’s faith and hope all down the line, 

Where there’s a stand of growing pine. 
MAURINE WAGNER 


CHRISTMAS AND THE SENSES 


We can see it in the faces 





Oh, mercy! Save a little house 
Wherein a cat can crawl. 

His head was in the living room, 
His tail was in the hall. 


He was looking out the window, 
And his eyes were full of fun 
As if to say, “I’ve found a home. 

Best wishes, everyone!” 
LIFTON J. NOBLE 


CHRISTMAS JOY 


As candles throw their merry light 


And stars shine down especially bright 


With gladdest reason, 
So every girl and every boy 


May shed a gieam of Christmas joy 


At this gay season. 


—ANNIE LAURIE VON TUNGELN 








Santa is coming, I do believe! 
I hang my stocking, I say my prayer, 
Then I think of the animals everywhere. 


I think of the woodchuck, short and round, 
Asleep in his hole, far underground. 

And I feel sorry for him because 

He couldn't have heard of Santa Claus! 


What of the gopher? What of the bat? 
What of the badger, gray and fat? 

What of the chipmunk, striped and small? 
They have no presents wrapped at all! 


I sing a carol, I climb the stair, 

I think of the animals everywhere. 
Skunk and squirrel, frog and coon, 
Asleep for the winter, all too soon! 


Tonight’s the night; it’s Christmas Eve. 
Santa is coming, I do believe! 
I am ready; I am waiting— 
But Mr. Bear is hi-ber-nating! 
—MABEL WATTS 
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Of other girls and boys, 
In evergreens sold on the corners 
In windows full of toys! 


We can hear it in the whistle 
Of the parcel post, 

And in the singing of the carols! 
(That’s where we hear it most!) 


We can smell it in the spices 
And in the baking hams, 

In the sage of turkey dressing. 
And in the candied yams! 


We can taste it in the scrapings 
From the icing pans, 

On papers pulled from browned cake layers, 
And bits in mincemeat cans! 


We can never quite touch Christmas, 
Though it is everywhere! 
But better than the touching of it 
We can feel it in the air! 
—MILDRED D. SHACKLETT 
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BY christmas Joke 


CLEO HUMPHREY 


ONNY clutched the big oblong 
D package and raced homeward. 
Never had the six blocks from the 
post office to his home seemed so 
far. His thoughts raced as fast as 
his feet. The box was just the right 
size for the junior-sized football or 
the ice skates he wanted. 

Donny stopped to shake the box. 
Not a clink! Probably not the ice 
skates. It must be the football! 

Donny burst into the house, al- 
most running into his mother. 
“Goodness, Donny,” she exclaimed 
“What's the big hurry?” 

“M-Mother! It’s a good thing,” 
Donny panted, “that this is Christ- 
mas Eve I couldn't possibly wait 
any longer to see what's in this 
box. I got it at the post office.” 

Donny placed the pac kage on the 
floor under the Christmas tree. 

“All these Christmas smells make 
me hunery,.” he said. “What can I 


9? 


have to eat 

“Only a glass of milk,” Mother 
told him, “and three of those choc- 
olate cookies on the table. I don’t 
want you to spoil your dinner. 
We are eating early, you know, so 
we'll be ready to open our cifts.” 

“I’m ready any time,” Donny 
grinned. “Right now, even.” 

After ages of time had passed, 
an hour and a half, to be exact, 
Dad and Gramps came home. 
There was a hurried dinner and a 
quick washing of dishes, with 
Donny and Gramps drying and 
putting away. Then the family 
gathered in the living room. 

Donny squirmed as all the gifts 
were passed out. When would Dad 
vive him the oblong box? 

Now Daddy had the box in his 
hand: he read the name on the 
package; he handed the box to 
Gramps! 

“Why, Dad,” Donny cried out, 
“that’s my box and I’m about to 
burst from wanting to see what’s in 
it!” 

“No. Donny,” Dad assured his 
son, “it is for Gramps. See,” he 
added, pointing to the address on 
the box, “it has Gramps’ name on 
it—Mr. Donald D. Harvey.” 

“But that’s my name, too,” 
Donny was almost in tears. *You 
know that’s my name, Daddy.” 

“Of course it is, Son,” Dad said. 
“And it’s my name, too, you 
know.” 

It took a long moment for Donny 
to understand. Yes, he decided at 
last, the box could belong to any 
one of the three. It was true. His 
name was Donald Dean Harvey; 


Daddy’s name was Donald Dean 
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Harvey; and Gramps’ name was 
Donald Dean Harvey! 

Donny still looked puzzled. “How 
do you know who it belongs to?” 

“Suppose I open it,” Gramps 
suggested. “If it’s a gift for you, 
I'll give it to you. All right?” 

“All right,” Donny agreed. If 
there were ice skates or a football, 
then the family would know for 
sure it was meant for him. 

“Hurry, Gramps,” Donny begged. 
Gramps seemed to be taking a long 
time. 

At last the knots came free and 
Gramps removed the wrappings. 
Donny’s eyes were glued to the box 
as Gramps lifted the lid. 

The three Donalds, Gramps, 
Daddy, and Donny, stared at the 
inside of the oblong box. Why, they 
did not know any more now than 
they had before. Lined up inside 





the big box were three smaller box- 
es, each exactly like the other two. 
To make it even more puzzling, 
each box was marked with a card 
that read: “To Donald Dean 
Harvey.” Donny stared. Gramps 
chuckled. Daddy said, “Well! 
What do you know!” 

“Choose a box,” Mother said. 

Donny remembered to be polite, 
so he let Gramps and Daddy take 
the boxes they wanted. Donny 
took the one that was left. Three 
boxes were unwrapped in record 
time and “three Dons” stared at 
the gifts they held in their hands. 
Gramps had a ten-dollar bill, 
Donny a billfold and Daddy a pipe. 
Gramps read the note that was 
folded inside the ten-dollar bill. It 
said: “For ice skates.” 

Suddenly, three big smiles cov- 
ered three faces. Aunt Helen had 
played a joke on them! Daddy 
didn’t smoke. Gramps had long 
ago passed his ice-skating days. 
Donny didn’t need a billfold. So 
the three Dons straightened out the 
gift problem and each had the gift 
Aunt Helen had meant for him. 
Can you straighten out the prob- 
lem, too? 


4" Mysterious Toy 


CHRISTINE FRANCIS 


“NE Friday morning on the tenth 
O of December long, long ago, 
King Fugeron was sitting on his 
throne twiddling his toes inside his 
royal shoes. He was thinking about 
Christmas, “I shall have a party,” 
he said to himself. 

Just then a bugle sounded. It 
was announcing the arrival of the 
worthy Prime Minister. He was 
followed by the Head of the Privy 
Council and the High Master of 
the Exchequer. 

With a deep flourish, the Head 
of the Privy Council opened the 
royal book and handed it to the 
Prime Minister. He began to read. 
“The Prime Minister, the Head of 
the Privy Council, and the Lord 
High Master of the Exchequer 
want to remind the King that he 
always has a Christmas party.” 

“Well, of course I always do,” 
said the King in disgust. “Why are 
you bringing that big book just to 
tell me that?” 

The Prime Minister did not like 
being interrupted. He turned the 
pages of the book. 

“We have prepared the guest 
list,” he continued, and began to 
read off such important names as 
Lord Percy Tweedleberry and the 
Duchess of Astorobia. 

Halfway through the list, the 
King shouted, “No, no.” 


The Prime Minister looked at 
him with surprise. The Head of 
the Privy Council raised his eye- 
brows, the Lord High Master of 
the Exchequer shook his head. But 
the King was determined. 

“You'll have to change the guest 
list,” he said. “I’m going to invite 
my real friends to the Christmas 
party. I want all the children in 
my kingdom, even the milkman’s 
daughter at Buttermilk Pond and 
the woodcutter’s son at Fir Tree 
Lodge.” 

The Prime Minister looked be- 
wildered. Never before had there 
been such a Christmas party in the 
palace. 

“I do not know how to manage 
such a party,” he said. 

“You don’t need to,” replied the 
King a little rudely. “I intend to 
run it all myself.” 

Snap shut went the royal book. 
This time the Prime Minister shook 
his head. The Head of the Privy 
Council looked bewildered, and the 
Lord High Master of the Excheq- 
uer raised his eyebrows. The three 
turned and went out. 

Then the King got busy right 
away. First, he pressed a button 
and rang for the royal toymaker. 

“Ah, ha,” shouted the King as 
the little old toymaker entered. 
“I’m going (Continued on page 72) 














Dress for 


Mrs. Santa 


MAXINE BELLEW 


RS. SANTA CLAUS looked at her 
best dress, shook her head 
sadly, then hung it back in the 
closet. It simply wouldn’tdo. When 
Santa made his Christmas Eve trip, 


she wouid have to stay home. She 
just had nothing to wear. 
Last year, the same thing had 


happened. Mrs. Santa had been so 
busy helping Santa get ready for 
the trip, she had not shopped for 
As Santa had hopped into 


his sleigh last year, he said, “Re- 


herself. 


member, next Christmas, you are 
going with me. Right after I re- 
turn, we'll take the reindeer and 
sleigh, and go to the nearest town, 
for the prettiest dress you 
find.” 


can 


But when Santa came back, he 
said nothing more about the dress. 
Mrs. Santa did not like to remind 
him when he was so tired. As soon 
as he was rested they began writing 
down the early orders. During the 
winter months, they drew plans for 
new kinds of toys. In the spring, 
they began working in the toyshop 
By that time Mrs. Santa had for- 
gotten about the new dress too. 

Now she consulted the calendar 
It was December 21. The last- 
minute toys had to be packed 
Then, Mrs. Santa 
charge of the dolls. She always 
curled their hair on December 22 


too, was in 


just before they were packed. Then 
they looked their freshest and pret- 
tiest for Christmas Eve. On De- 
cember 23, Mrs. Santa always 
checked Santa’s pack, while he took 
a long nap. 

No, there just wasn’t any time to 
shop for a dress. 

December 22 dawned crisp and 
cold and it began to snow. Mrs 
Santa began to prepare two break- 
fast trays. Santa was already work- 
ing and she thought they might as 
well eat together in the toyshop 


Then she would curl the dolls’ 
hair. 
As Mrs. Santa fried bacon, 


scrambled eggs, and toasted slices 
of bread, she wished she might go 
with Santa. It was lonesome at the 
North Pole when he 
Besides she wanted to see the gaily 
decorated and 
visit with some of their friends. 
Mrs. Santa looked out. The wind 
was blowing and it was growing 
colder. She must remind Santa to 
check the sleigh and see that the 
reindeer were in tip-top condition. 


Was away 


streets stores, and 





Mrs. Santa drew on her boots 
and pulled her shawl about her 
shoulders. She crossed the yard to 
the toyshop with the hot breakfasts 

Santa and his helpers were work- 
ing hard, 

“Santa, here’s your breakfast,” 
said Mrs. Santa. “I decided to eat 
with you before I start curling the 
dolls’ hair.” 


“Ho! Ho! Ho!” chuckled Santa 
Claus. “I had forgotten how hun- 
gry I am.” 


“Only you would skip breakfast 

to work.” 
“And only you would spend De- 
22 You 


cember 22 curling dolls’ hair. 


should rest up for the trip.” 





“San—Santa Claus,” began Mrs. 
Santa, as she winked back a tear. 
“Remember that dress we talked 
about last year?” 

“T’ve been so busy,” said Santa 
Claus, “I didn’t notice it.” 

“No wonder!” she said. “I didn’t 
buy it. I have nothing to wear. I 
can’t go.” 

“Oh, you must go,” said Santa 
Claus. 


” 
you. 


“Our friends are expecting 


“I can’t meet our friends in my 
old dress. It 
enough anyway.” 


wouldn’t be warm 


“Take the reindeer and sleigh, 


and drive into town, for a dress 
and anything else you need. This 
is only December 22. There's 
time.” 


“IT don’t have a minute to spare 
This is the day 
I curl the dolls’ hair.” 

“Do you have 
hair? I 
dolls hair 
they made the little girls happy.” 

“Little girls like dolls with curls 
said Mrs. Santa. 

“Tt seems to me I remember a 


for shopping now. 


to curl the dolls’ 


can remember when the 


didn’t even have and 


these days,” 


letter or two (Continued on page 69) 


rF3 lora’s Gift 


ELEANOR 


| yes chugged sadly along the 


snowy road with her fenders 


drooping. Here it was, Christmas 
time again, and once more she had 
nothing to give. 

“Half the fun of Christmas,” she 
thought as she skidded into a rut, 
“is giving something to someone.” 
I'he other half, of course, was get- 
The Clark 
family always gave her a whole 
tankful of lovely gasoline. At the 
thought cheered up. It felt 
eood to be filled right to the brim 


ting a present yourself. 


she 


and not have to be careful as she 
did the rest of the year. 

Finally it was the day before 
Christmas, and the Clark family, 
Mother Clark, Father Clark, and 
the three little Clarks, piled into 
Flora 


There they made many stops, leav- 


and drove to Hayesville. 
ing packages and Merry Christmas 
wishes at this place and that. 

Susan took spice cookies to old 
Mrs. Peet. 

Peter carried the box of jam tarts 
to the boy with the broken legs. 

At the post office, a little room 
at the back of the hardware store. 
Father Clark held four-year-old 
Tommy so he could push his tinsel- 
trimmed box through the window. 


9 al hal a Sn 


S. DEVLIN 


“Merry Christmas,” he called 
‘This is a Christmas cake.” 
Mrs. Hanks and Miss 


stopped sorting cards and parcels 
and beamed through the little bars 


Agnes 


on the window. 

“Thank you,” they exclaimed. 
“We'll open it right now while we 
Merry Christmas.” 

Flora listened wistfully to the 
thinking that 
without her help they could not 


work. 


gay greetings, never 
have distributed their parcels. 

By five o'clock all the packages 
were gone but Father and Mothe1 
Clark had some errands to do. 

“We'll go to the grocery first and 
then to the filling station for Flora’s 
easoline,” said Father Clark. “See, 
there is a lighted tree.” 

Center Street was like fairyland 
Strings of brightly colored electric 
lights stretched from side to side, 


and every store window was fes- 
tooned with evergreen branches 
tied with red ribbons. Christmas 


carols were coming out of a loud- 
speaker down the street, and the 
sidew alk was crowde d Ww ith people. 

“Oh,” breathed Susan. 

“It’s better this year than ever,” 
Peter declared. 

Tommy just stared. 
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At the grocery store they all piled 
She 
trip 


out, and Flora was left alone. 
the 
and 


was tired from extra 


around town, glad to lean 

against the curbstone and rest. 
Suddenly she pricked up het 

Was that sound sobbing? 


She leaned forward to hear bet- 


fenders. 


ter. Sure enough, someone was cry- 
ing there in the snowy street in the 
midst of the laughter and musi 
Who could it be? She strained her 
headlights but could see nothing. 

Then a truck pulled away from 
the Flora 
parked in the next space, an old 
Beside it 


curb, and could see, 


and battered car. were 
standing a young man and a young 
woman with a baby in her arms 
It was the young woman who was 
crying so. 


The 


car’s right rear tire was as flat as 


And she had reason to cry. 


a pancake, and there was a great 
jagged tear across the middle of it 

7 he young couple were standing, 
the 


when the Clark family reappeared 


staring down at ruined tire 
their arms full of bundles 


Their 


they caught sight of the strangers 


joyous smiles vanished as 


Father Clark opened Flora’s 
door. “You get in,” he said, “and 
Pll go see what is the matter.” 

After a minute he came _ back 


looking 


turning something over in his mind 


thoughtful, as if he 


wert 


“They are trying to get home to 
| he y have 


and 


Clinton for Christmas 


just money enough for gas, 
they have no spare tire.” 
Flora’s 


great 


Under her old blue hood, 
little 
bound. 


carburetor gave a 
She had a spare 
beautiful secondhand one 
Father Clark 
gers have it! How gladly she would 
What a Christmas pres- 


tire, a 
If only 
would let the stran- 
give it up 
ent that would make! 

As if in answer to het 


Mother Clark spoke up 


) 


thought, 
“Would 
Flora’s spare fit! 

“Ye-es,” Father Clark looked se- 
rious, and Flora’s spirits sank. Sup- 
pose he wouldn’t agree. 

“Oh, 
huskily. 


without one. 


please,” she whispered 
“We'll get along all right 
I'll be careful.” 

Father Clark 


said with a sigh. “But I euess may- 


“Tt’s a good tire,” 


be we can find another. Better 
than they can anyway.’ 

Mother Clark smiled and _ nod- 
ded. “It’s Christmas,” she said. 

All the way home Flora glowed 
with pride and joy. Her red- 
painted wheels whirled gaily, toss- 
ing plumes of snow to right and 


left, her engine purred as 


smoothly as if 


and 


she were a young- 


ster. Her carburetor almost burst 
with gratitude. At last she had 
really celebrated Christmas; at 


last she had had something to give! 












| 30 | 





enture 


and the 


Cuckoo Clock 


LAVILA E. SMART 


I ps and Marja stood with their 
faces tight against the window 
pane as Mother came into the 
room to turn on the light and call 
them to wash their hands before 
supper. As she came in, she heard 
Jan say, “Now. It is time. Make 
the wish,” 

“First star I see tonight,” Jan 
and Marja said together. Silently 
Mother tiptoed out to the kitchen. 
lhis wish must have something to 
do with the sad faces Jan and 
Marja had worn all week, and with 
Christmas coming, too. She wished 
they would tell her. 

Father came in from the shed, 
with Venture barking beside him. 

“Jan. Marja. Come. We eat 
good hot supper now. Burak we 
have tonight,” he called. 

“Yes, Father,” Jan replied polite- 
ly. But to Marja he said in a whis- 
per, “Burak!” 

“And strudel, too, Jan. I helped 
Mother make it,” Marja added. 

Three weeks ago when a neigh- 
bor had brought the beets and ap- 
ples, the children were happy. 
“Make burak and strudel, ‘Mama, 
it will save the coins in the treasure 
box. We like burak and strudel.” 

Now looking at the beets smoth- 
ered in sour cream, butter, and 
vinegar with caraway seeds on top 
made Jan smile to himself. They 
had asked and they had received. 
Strange though what small help- 
ings Marja and he took tonight. 
Jan wondered whether mother had 
noticed. 

Jan almost jumped when his fa- 
ther seemed to read his thoughts. 
“In America in this new home we 
love our neighbors who give us 
good beets and apples. We must 
thank God for our many blessings. 
No bombs we have here.” 

“In Hamtramck nobody cares we 
speak Polish. Most everyone speak 
Polish,” Marja added. “We have 
many blessings. If only we could 
save many coins we could—” She 
got no further. She looked at Jan 
and then ran to her mother crying 
and put her head on her shoulder. 
This secret that was too big to 
keep inside had to come out at 
last. 

Softly Mother sang to Marja as 
she held her on her lap. There 
were no written down words to the 
song. It was Mother’s own lullaby 
she made up as she held Marja. 
Even if Marja was much too big 
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for a lullaby, it didn’t matter to- 
night. 

“I didn’t mean to give away 
Jan’s and my secret, Mama,” whis- 
pered Marja. “It is just that I did 
so want our wish to come true.” 

“Perhaps it will, Marja. If you 
tell me a little about it and we say 
a prayer and hope. You must al- 
ways hope and have faith—like the 
Christmas star we will watch for in 
a few days.” 

“Let Jan tell you, Mama. He 
can do it better.” So he and Father 
came and sat on the window seat 
and talked about the big secret. 

“You see,” said Jan, “we need to 
save many coins. The other day at 
the library when we went to get the 
books from the library lady, Ven- 
ture sneaked up the stairs before 
we could stop him.” 

“Dogs must not be in the li- 
brary,” interrupted Marja. “We 
know. But Venture ran right up 
to the desk where all the boys and 
girls were writing their names.” 

“What did Venture do that 
should make you have such sad 


faces, Son?” Father asked. “Tell 
us so we can do something.” 

“Venture went right to the 
cuckoo clock and jumped and 
pulled at the long weights on the 
chain. Now they will not work. 
rhe library lady was going to tell 
us a Christmas story around the 
cuckoo clock for story hour. 

“Now it is all spoiled, and we 
cannot have the story about the 
cuckoo clock without the cuckoo 
to come out at the right moment.” 

At his name Venture came bark- 
ing into the room. “You spoiled 
our story hour’ was all that was 
said, but Venture went under 
Father’s chair and looked out at 
the sad faces before him. 

“It is how many days until this 
day, Jan?” Mother questioned. 

“We will sing now and forget our 
troubles,” Father suggested. ‘“To- 
morrow everyone will have more 
ideas.” Then instead of eating the 
strudel everyone had forgotten, 
they sang songs. 

All the ten days before Christmas 
story hour Jan and Marja worked 
hard helping. When they were 
through cleaning for the Christ 
Child’s coming, they went to their 
rooms and worked on a present 
they were going to give the library 
lady. It wouldn’t be as good as fix- 
ing the clock, but it was a present. 





Mother had given them the idea 
when she had said, “A present 
bought with coins will not be more 
welcome than something given of 
yourselves.” She had refused to 
say more. The rest they must fig- 
ure out for themselves. 

At last it was the day of the sto- 
ry hour. Jan and Marja were up 
early and had their faces scrubbed 
long before ten o’clock. Jan had 
put on his best pants and Marja 
wore her plaid dress with a red rib- 
bon. Mother was getting ready 
for Christmas in many ways. There 
were pierogi made with cheese. 
There was the good smell of pic- 
kled herring and sauerkraut. There 
would not be too many pastries for 
the wigilia supper, the meal at 
Christmas Eve, but enough to make 
it a very special supper. 

Venture barked and jumped. He 
was ready to go. 

“Oh, no, Venture. You stay at 
home with Mother this time. No 
more poking your nose into trouble 
with cuckoo clocks today. This is 
special.” Jan shook his finger at 
Venture as they closed the door 
tight. (Continued on page 75) 


a Gift 


i 0 
Love 


ELIZABETH F. NOON 





T WAS almost twilight of the day 

before Christmas when a little 
girl slipped unnoticed through the 
huge front doors of the cathedral 
and hurried along the streets to 
her home. As she turned the last 
corner, the five o’clock bells pealed 
in the steeple and she quickened 
her step. 

Any moment now her twin 
brother Anton would be home. To 
Antoinette had been entrusted the 
tasks of preparing his supper and 
laying out his clean clothes, for 
that morning their mother and 
father had been called to another 
part of the city where Uncle 
Wilhelm and Aunt Anna lived. A 
new baby had arrived and Mother 
had agreed to stay until Aunt 
Anna’s oldest daughter, Martha, 
arrived home. 

Quickly Antoinette raised the 
iron latch on the front door and 
pushed it open. She rushed first to 
the fireplace where a few dying 
embers remained. She needed to 
build the fire quickly if Anton was 
not to suspect that she had visited 
the church. The soup was already 











in the heavy iron pot, hanging on 
the crane. 

Antoinette laid the table for two 
and then climbed the narrow ladder- 
like steps to lay out Anton’s clean 
clothes. She paused also to get out 
the dress that she would wear to 
the church service that night, for 
if Mother and Father did not get 
home in time they had promised her 
that she could go with Madam 
Walker who lived next door. 

As she went down the steps, she 
wondered what was keeping Anton. 
She stirred the soup and went to 
peck out the front door. The light- 
keeper was wending his way up the 
street with his huge torch, and in 
the distance Antoinette thought she 
saw some boys. They were moving 
slowly as if they were carrying some- 
thing. In a few minutes they were 
at her door. Antoinette paled. It 
was Anton they were carrying, and 
she could tell by the deep lines of 
pain on his face that something 
terrible had happened. 

“What is it?” she cried. 

Richard, the eldest of the boys, 
spoke up. “He fell at the last corner 
and hurt himself. It’s his leg and 
his stomach, too, and there’s a big 
bump on his head.” 

“But he must sing tonight,” ex- 
claimed Antoinette. 

“Of replied Richard 
“We couldn’t have the service with- 
out him. Perhaps your mother can 


” 
course, 


give him some herb tea to ease the 
pain in his stomach,” he added. 

Antoinette started to explain that 
she was alone but the boys were 
anxious to be off. Anton lay before 
the fireplace and groaned. 

“Loosen my shoe,” he motioned. 

Antoinette removed his shoe and 
stocking, revealing a swollen ankle 

“T will get you some warm soup,” 
she said, “and you can eat it here 
by the fire.” 

“No,” said Anton shaking his 
head violently. “It would make me 
sick.” 

“Should I try to go to the corner 
and see if the doctor would come?” 
asked Antoinette. 

“You might,” replied Anton, “for 
I don’t know what I am going to 
do. If ever the head chorister needed 
me to sing, it is tonight. Just last 
week the voices of two of our best 
boys changed and I am the only one 
who can sing the solo of the Kyrie.” 

Antoinette pulled a shawl over het 
head and rushed down the street. 
She knocked on the door of the 
doctor’s house and the door opened 
a crack. 

“Ts the Herr Doktor home?” she 
asked anxiously. 

“No,” was the reply. “He left 
this morning to spend Christmas 
with his son.” 

Antoinette turned  uncertainly 
and went back home. -Perhaps 
Anton would feel better by now. 
But when (Continued on page 68) 


on 





ANDY HARRIS bumped along in 

the jeep beside Tandre. They 
were on their way home from Port- 
au-Prince, with Randy clutching 
the rolls of film for his camera. 

As they drove along, leaving the 
town for road, Randy 
sleepily watched the women going 
to market carrying their heavily 
loaded baskets on their heads, 

Tandre now turned into a road 
that led through heavily wooded 
grounds, almost like a jungle but 
Flowers filled the 
air with fragrance. 

Hardly a word had been spoken 
since they left Port-au-Prince, but 
Randy was not surprised because 
Tandre did not like to converse in 


a country 


well cared for. 


English and Randy knew only a 
few words of Creole. 

A short distance farther 
stopped the jeep before the cottage 


Tandre 


Randy hoped that his parents 
might be home but he knew it 
—— a 





wasn’t likely, for the epidemic was 
keeping them at the hospital day 
and night. 

Randy felt lonely at the thought 
of just himself with the servants, 
but his face brightened as he 
thought of Clela, the cook’s boy. 
They would have fun together for 
Clela had learned English from his 
mother, who had worked for an 
English family. 

As the jeep stopped, Randy spied 
Clela sweeping off the shady porch. 
Randy ran toward him. 

“Stay right where you are. I’d 
like to take your picture. I just got 
film.” A broad grin 
crossed Clela’s face. Randy snapped 
the picture as Clela posed. 

“You look sad,” Clela said, com- 
“It is bad that 
your parents cannot come yet.” 

“T wouldn’t mind that so much,’ 


some new 


ing over to speak. 
> 


Randy explained, “if only tomor- 
row weren’t Christmas. I do hope 
they will be here for Christmas.” 

“There are many sick people,” 
Clela said doubtfully. “They need 
them more—perhaps?” 





Noel ! 


JANE W. KROWS 


Randy nodded and dropped 
down under the calabash tree. 

“You thirsty?” Clela asked. 

Randy nodded, and Clela skinned 
up the coconut tree as quick as a 
monkey, cut a coconut with his 
long machete, and brought it down. 
Then he opened the coconut and 
the two boys drank the milk. Next 
he cut out the white meat of the 
coconut and they sat with their 
backs against the tree nibbling it. 

“You like Randy 
asked, 


Clela nodded, flashing his wide 


Christmas?” 


smile again. “I give much gifts,” 


he said. “I can hardly wait. I give 
He pointed to Randy. 
back. “Merci, 


“T give you some- 


you gift.” 

Randy smiled 
Clela,” he said. 
thing too. But it just doesn’t seem 
like Christmas. There isn’t a thing 
around here to remind me of it.” 

“We Clela 
said, 


make Christmas,” 


He left Randy and went into a 
clump of trees with his knife. Soon 


he came out carrying a_ large 
branch of a flowering tree. “See, 
it is very pretty, no?” he asked. 


“A funny Christmas tree,” Randy 

“But better than none.” 
Inside the house the boys placed 

the tree branch in a drum of dirt 


said. 


and poured water around it to keep 
it fresh. 

All afternoon the boys wrapped 
and placed gifts around the tree. 
Tandre brought mysterious pack- 
ages and Clela’s mother added hers. 

By evening everything was ready 
but the Harris’ had not returned 
from the hospital. 

Randy went to bed a little home- 
sick. He was homesick for Christ- 
mas in America, the electric lights 
on the tree, the manger scene be- 
low. He did not hear his parents 
arrive late, after three long days 
and nights at the hospital. 

Early on Christmas morning, 
Randy slipped out of the house 
and walked through the grove to 
the main road. He crouched down 
to watch the people passing. They 
were in holiday mood and wore 
their Time and 
time again Randy clicked the cam- 
era shutter. 

“Bon Noel!” Randy heard a 


voice beside him and jumped. It 


gayest clothes. 


was Tandre. 
“Bon Noel! Randy 
said and the man smiled at him. 
“Bon Noel!” Randy heard the 
words again. This time it came 
from Clela, who was running down 


’ 


Tandre!’ 


the path with some sugar cane in 


his hand. 
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“Here is 


your first sweet for 
Christmas Day,” Clela said, hand- 
ing Randy a stick and chewing on 
one himself. 

Soon Randy 
moving toward down the 
road. It was a native woman rid- 
ing a donkey and carrying a baby 
in her arms. A man walked beside 
her. 


spied something 
them 


“It is the Zezi family and their 
new baby,” Clela explained. “Usu- 
ally the women walk but today she 
rides in little 
one.” 

“It is like Mary and the Baby 
Jesus,” Randy gasped. 

“A picture, a picture,” Clela 
shouted. 


honor of the new 


Randy grabbed the camera case 
at his side and as the little scene 
passed, he clicked the camera. 

When he returned to the cottage, 
Randy heard, “Merry Christmas! 
Merry Christmas, Son!” from the 
porch where his parents were hav- 
ing breakfast. He ran to kiss them. 

“So you have been taking pic- 
“T will de- 


velop them as soon as I finish. 


tures,” his father said. 
lhen we will open our gifts.” 

Around the tree the Harris fam- 
ily and their helpers lifted their 
voices in a prayer of thanks and in 
a hymn of praise. Then the gifts 
were distributed. 

‘Tandre stood back watching. 

“Viens, mon 
friend) ,” Dr 


ing to him. 


aml come, my 


Harris said, motion- 


Tandre came forward to receive 
a gift of money from Dr. Harris 
and a new sash from Randy. He 
carried with him a package care- 
fully wrapped 
Randy. 


and gave it to 
Randy hurriedly tore off the 
wrapping. “Le tambour! Le tam- 
bour!” he shouted. “A real Haitian 
drum)! Merci, Tandre, 
He grabbed the hand of 
the smiling man. 
“T will teach,” Tandre pointed 
to himself, and then to the drum. 
“Bon! Bon!” Randy said tapping 
on the tight skin across the top. 
“Here are the pictures.” Dr. 
Harris handed them to Randy. 
“You have some very good ones.” 


tambour 
* 99 
merci. 


Randy thumbed through the pic- 
He fas- 
It was the 
woman riding on the donkey with 


her child. 


and selected one. 


tened it on the wall. 


tures, 


“Our Christmas Madonna,” 
Randy said. 
Tandre smiled broadly. “The 


picture! She is my sister.” 

That evening Randy and Clela 
sat on the porch looking at the 
moonlight sifting through the great 
trees, Dr. and Mrs. Harris had re- 
turned to the hospital. 

“Have you missed your home 
country very much?” Clela asked. 

“Non! Non!” Randy shook his 
head. “This has been Noel. 
A very Bon Noel!” 


Bon 
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ANGELA MORGAN 


| eyine HARRIS turned her head 

toward the hospital wall so no 
one could see the hot tears in her 
eves. 

“What a place to be on Christ- 
nas,” she thought. She had been 
» sure that she was going home 

time for Christmas Day, even 
though the doctor had warned her 
she had another week to stay. 

“IT can't 
thought. “I’m allowed to get up 
Why would it hurt me 
to go home?” But the doctor had 
firm and her mother had 


understand it,” she 
and walk. 


been very 
agreed, saying they all wanted het 
to do what was best. 

The more Peggy thought about 
Christmas Eve at home with the 
decorated fireplace, the beautiful 
tree, all the presents, and the good 
times they always had, the saddez 
she felt, and soon big tears were 
streaming down her cheeks and she 
was crying softly to herself. She 
was hardly aware that Bucky Fox 
was talking to the whole ward in 
his loud booming voice. 

“Ladies and gentlemen,” and all 
th other children of the ward 
laughed. 

“He’s a horrible show-off,” Peggy 
thoucht. “He’s the biggest boy in 
this ward and he just likes to im- 
Peggy wiped her 
eyes and turned in bed. All the 
children seemed to have their eyes 


“I shall pay no atten- 


press the othe rr.” 


on Bucky 
tion to him,” she said, and pic ked 
ip the magazine her mother had 
left, but Bucky kept on talking. 
Tomorrow morning at ten 
o'clock.” he announced, “the chil- 
dren’s ward at the Community 
Hospital will have a stupendous 
colossal Christmas program.” 
“What nonsense! Who wants to 
come here on Christmas morning 


ind put on a program for us?” 
vy “Besides. I don’t 
and she turned 


thought P* 
vant to see any,” 
the pages of her magazine. 

Jackie Allen, who had to lie flat 
on his back with his leg up in trac- 
tion, piped up in his thin little 
voice, “What's stupendous mean?” 

“I know,” shouted Lucy Smith 
from the other side of the ward 
“It means ‘great big.” It’s a word 
they always use at the circus.’ 

“That’s right.” said Bucky sol- 
emnly. “And that’s what we’re go- 
ing to have here, a great big show.” 

“Who's going to put it on?” 
asked Timmie Farmer, who had 
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had polio and couldn’t go around 
unless his braces were fastened to 
his legs. 

“Why, we are,” said Bucky in 
feigned surprise. “With such en- 
tertainers as we have in this ward, 
where could we get a better show?” 

“What's going to be on the pro- 
gram?” asked Millie Myers. 

“I have it in my pocket,” replied 
Bucky with a flourish, “but first I 
must put on my spectacles.” He 
pulled out a pair of glasses that he 
had made from pipe cleaners and 
adjusted them to his nose. Every- 
body laughed and several of the lit- 
tle children clapped their hands. 

“Thank you, thank you, ladies 
and gentlemen. With your per- 
mission, I will do the first act.” 

“Can I see it?” asked Jackie. 

“That you can, my lad,” replied 
Bucky. “Nurse Brighton will push 
your bed around so that you will 
not miss a thing and that is very 
important for I am going to do the 
most amazing feats of magic that 
you have ever seen performed.” 

“Does he ever like to show off?” 
said Peggy from behind her maga- 
zine, for by now all the children 
were laughing and watching Bucky 
carefully. 

“Act Two,” 
“will be a juggler’s act performed 
by Millie Myers and Lenny Kraig.” 

“What can they do?” thought 
Peggy to herself, but Bucky kept 


continued Bucky, 


right on explaining. 

“These performers, who have 
been seen in the best theaters of the 
land, are going to show us how 
they can throw a ball to music.” 

The third act Bucky announced 
was a tightrope walk, to be per- 
formed by Timmie Farmer. As he 
continued to read, Peggy put down 
Bobby 


Lawrence was to do a somersault 


her magazine and listened. 


and Jackie was to give a demon- 
stration of blowing soap bubbles. 
“Bucky is pretty clever,” Peggy 
admitted grudgingly. “I would 
have never thought of that.” She 
looked over in the corner where 
three of the littlest ones seemed to 
be waiting expectantly for their 
names to be called. Sure enough, 
the very next number was to be a 
song “Jolly, Jolly Santa Claus” by 
Willie, Freddie, and Helen, With 
another flourish, Bucky folded up 
his paper and put it in his pocket 
“Well, that 
thought Peggy 


leaves me _ out,” 
She felt a slight 








twinge of disappointment, but con- 
soled herself quickly. “I’m glad he 
didn’t include me in his silly party 
‘cause I wouldn’t have taken part 
in it anyway.” 

Just then Bucky’s voice boomed 
out again. “At the conclusion of 
the program, which Nurse Brighton 
said can only take a half hour, we 
must all get back in bed and rest 
very quietly,” he said. “And at 
that time, we will have a Christ- 
mas story told by Miss Peggy 
Harris. It will be the grand finale 
of our Christmas show.” 

“No,” thought Peggy, “I’m not 
going to do it. I don’t know any 
Christmas stories and I won’t feel 
like telling one tomorrow morning.” 

Bucky was just about ready to 
take off his spectacles again when 
he remembered one more point. 
“Attention! Attention!” he called. 
“I have another important an- 
nouncement to make. In order that 
we are prepared to put on the fin- 
est show that has ever been held in 
the Community Hospital, Nurse 
(Continued on page 66) 
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y Pal 
George ? 


JOSHUA COPELAND 


BET you've heard of Little 

League Baseball—most everyone 
has—but Little League Basketball, 
that’s something different. I don’t 
know of any other town that has 
it, but we do. Only trouble is that 
we got mixed up in a fight and 
that’s what this story is about, so | 
might as well start at the begin- 
ning. 

Our superintendent of schools, 
Mr. Alexander, was president of the 
Little League Baseball teams last 
summer and I guess that’s where 
he got the idea, because about the 
first of October he came to our 
assembly and announced that this 
year we would have Little League 
Basketball. We have eight elemen- 
tary schools in our town, and he 
said that each school would have a 
team and they would play each 
other for the championship. 

Our high school team always 
plays on Saturday nights so Mr. 
Alexander said that every Friday 
from the middle of October through 
December would be Little League 
Basketball night. 

Well, we were pretty enthusiastic 
because usually you don’t get to 
play basketball until seventh grade. 











We were wondering who would be 
our coach since all our teachers are 
women when Mr. Alexander an- 
nounced that Mr. Sylvester, one of 
the junior high school teachers, 
would do it. 

The first afternoon of practice 
we all reported in the gym. Mr. 
Sylvester was there to meet us. He 
has sort of a big stomach and is 
beginning to get bald, but he knows 
a lot about the game. 

He’s the kind who always gives a 
little speech before you start play- 
ing—but we learned to put up with 
that and we get along real swell. 
Understand, I don’t mean he ex- 
plains about fancy plays. He’s just 
always saying it’s the game that’s 
important, that being good sports 
will pay off, and that it’s more fun 
to play well than to win—that kind 
of stuff. 

Well, nineteen boys came out for 
the team, and we all got a chance 
to play. Even after Coach Sylvester 
picked the first and second teams, 
he announced he wanted everybody 
to report and we all got into the 
game every time we practiced. In 
fact, none of the team members 
were very because Coach 
Sylvester was always trying some- 


secure 


body new, but we had so much fun 
that I guess all he said in his lec- 
tures was really true. 

I want to be real modest, but I 
can’t tell you this story if I don’t 
say I was elected captain. I don’t 
mean that I could play better than 
anybody else but somehow or other 
they chose me. 

The only thing that was wrong 
with our team was that I missed 
my friend George. George Hunn 
was my neighbor for five years, 
and George and I were real pals 
until George’s father bought a 
house on the other side of town. 
To give you an idea what George 
was like, the day he left he said, 
“Well, good-by, but this isn’t fare- 
well, it’s just a temporary depar- 
ture.” 

See what I mean about George? 
He uses big words but it always 
sounds good, and he’s a good guard 
and I missed him on our team. 

Now this next part of the story 
may seem to be off the subject but 
it really isn’t, as you'll see later on. 

Last summer when I 
camp, I carved myself a ring out 
of a peach stone. 
showed me how to soak it in chem- 
icals to soften it and I was able to 
carve a real neat ring. George 
liked it, and I decided I would 
carve him one for Christmas. My 
mother reminded me about it the 
first week of November and I de- 
cided I’d better find out what size 
George’s finger was. So on Satur- 


was at 


The counselor 
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day after I collected from my pa- 
per route, I rode my bike over to 
George’s house. 

George was out behind the ga- 
rage throwing baskets. Just then 
his mother called that the cookies 
were done and we went in the 
kitchen to have some with a glass 
of milk. George told me that he 
was on the basketball team for his 
school. “In fact,” he added a little 
modestly, “I’m captain.” 

“Good for you!” I shouted. “I’m 
the captain of our team, too.” 

George grinned. “That will be 
excellent,” he said. “You and I 
will see each other often.” 





Later, when George wasn’t look- 
ing I got to talking to his mother 
about the size of the ring. As soon 
as I got home it started to rain so I 
went right to work on the ring and 
finished it that afternoon. I must 
say that it really looked nice. In 
fact, I liked it better than my own, 
and it was almost a temptation to 
keep it and give George the other. 

The basketball game started the 
Friday night after that. Since there 
were eight schools and two games 
every Friday, it meant that each 
school played every other week. 
The first week we didn’t get to play 
George’s (Continued on page 71) 


Pioneer 
Christmas 


ELIZABETH MATTHEWS 


*aRLY in December in the year 
1811, Kathie Bickley opened 
the cabin door just long enough to 
scoop up some snow, and then 
shuddered as she bolted it behind 
her. When her father had come 
from Astoria that morning he had 
reported it was twenty below zero, 
and since they were at least ten 
miles farther north she was sure it 
must be even colder outside their 
cabin. She placed the kettle on the 
crane and dropped in some indigo 
leaves. 

“What are you making?” asked 
her brother Hugh as he looked up 
from the wood he was whittling in- 
to a toy for baby Priscilla. 

“Some dye for the blanket I 
made,” replied Kathie. “It should 
be pink for a little girl baby, but I 
haven’t any way to make pink dye 
so it will have to be blue. I saved 
some pink ribbon to put one little 
bow on it.” 

“Aren’t you the fussy one?” said 
Hugh with a snort. “I would think 
it would be enough to make the 
baby a warm blanket. How does 
Priscilla know whether it’s pink or 
blue or just plain homespun?” 

Kathie flushed. She knew the 
whole family thought she was too 
fussy. “If I had some lace for the 
blanket I would use it too,” she 
declared. Then she looked down 
at her own homespun skirt. “I 
know you and I have to have plain 
clothes, but that doesn’t mean that 
Priscilla has to. At least not as long 
as I can do something about it.” 


JRF 
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“Have it your way,” said Hugh 
with a grin. 

As Kathie stirred the water, it 
gradually became a bright blue. 
She put the corner of a small piece 
of cloth in to test it and then she 
mused, “I wonder if we’re getting 
any Christmas presents. I don’t 
mind if we don’t, but still it will 
be nice if we do.” 

“I don’t know about me,” Hugh 
replied, “but I know that you're 
getting just about the nicest pres- 
ent that any girl ever got. In fact,” 
he added, warming up to the 
subject, “you’re going to be the 
best .. .” then he stopped. 

“The best what?” asked Kathie 
excitedly. 

“All right. Since I started it, I'll 
finish it,” replied Hugh. “You're 
going to be the best-dressed girl in 
the whole Hudson’s Bay Colony.” 

“Oh,” thought Kathie to herself, 
“it can’t be true but I guess it must 
be.” In the summer her father had 
taken the two children on one of 
his trips to Fort Clatsop in Astoria. 
This was the fort where Lewis and 
Clark spent the winter of 1805-6, 
but now it was the headquarters for 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Inside, Indians and white men 
alike had been busy trading, but 
business had stopped when sudden- 
ly a horseback rider had arrived 
with a pack of goods from the East. 
He had brought silks, laces, and 
jewelry that he wanted to exchange 
for leathers and fine furs. All eyes 
had turned upon him as he opened 
his packet. One by one he had held 
up beautiful squares of cloth, each 
containing enough for a dress, or a 
fine waistcoat. At the very bottom 
of this bundle, wrapped in tissue 
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paper, was a beautiful hand-sewn 
dress he shook out and held up for 
everyone to see. 

“What will I be offered for this?” 
he shouted. “It’s fit for the finest 
young lady in the land.” 

The men had blinked their eyes 
unbelievingly as the trader held the 
dress against Kathie to show it off 
to better advantage. For just a 
brief moment Kathie had felt its 
lovely texture. She loved its beau- 
tiful deep pink color, its fine em- 
broidery and beautiful lace. 

But no one had bid for the dress, 
and the trader had finally gone on, 
leaving it at the fort with the hope 
that once the trapping season be- 
gan someone would buy it. Kathie 
had never dared think the 
might be hers, but now her brother 
had said that she would be the 
best-dressed girl in the whole Hud- 
son’s Bay Colony. Surely that must 
mean that the beautiful dress 
would be hers. 

The next Kathie felt 
very gay and asked her mother if 
she could clean the cabin. This was 
a pleasing offer to Mrs. Bickley’s 
ears for she was busy finishing new 
socks for Hugh father. 
Kathie went happily to work, start- 
ing up in the loft where her father 
and mother slept. At one side of 
the bed was a box and she started 
to pull it out so that her broom of 
reach under- 


d ress 


morning 


and his 


willow twigs could 
neath to gather the flecks of dust. 
As she tugged, the lid came loose 
from the box and there in front of 
her was a soft doeskin jacket with 
beads sewn on it in Indian design. 

Suddenly she knew what Hugh 
meant. Her father had made this 
jacket for her, working at night aft- 
er she was in bed. Her eyes filled 
with tears as she felt the soft leath- 
er and looked at the beautiful de- 
sign. Then she heard steps behind 
her. It was her father 

“So,” he said, “you found it. 
Well, I guess it’s a good thing that 
you did before it is finished. Now 
you can try it on for size for I 
would hate to have it too small.” 

Her father lifted the jacket from 
the box and held it out for Kathie 
to try on. Then he called the rest 
of the family to see it. 

“Tt’s beautiful, it’s just beauti- 
ful,” said Kathie faltering, “but—” 

“But what?” demanded her fa- 
ther. 

“I just never saw anything so 
beautiful,” Kathie replied. 

Her father watched her closely 
but said nothing as he felt the jack- 
et at the shoulders to make sure 
that it was large enough. 

Kathie continued her 
but her heart was not so gay. The 
jacket was lovely and she knew 
that her father had spent many 
hours working by dim candlelight. 
but she couldn’t help but love 
the beautiful dress she had seen at 
the fort. 


cleaning 


(Continued on page 63) 
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YCHOOL was out for the week and 
Gerda walked slowly through 
the schoolyard among groups of 
boys and girls gathered here and 
there. No one asked her to join in 
their games and fun, so she didn’t 
stop. “America isn't close to the 


heart like Denmark,’ Grandmother 
often said, and that is what Gerda 
felt. She would like to tell somebody 
all the wonderful things about Den- 
mark, but she who 


knew no one 


would be interested. 
Gerda’s golden curls blew across 
her rosy cheeks. Her blue eyes didn’t 
sparkle as she walked alone on this 
dull soundless She 
couldn't seem to realize that winter 
would Denmark 


All she was remembering at this mo- 


December day. 


be over now, too. 
ment was the beauty of June when 
and their had 
sailed for America. Beech buds were 


in full bloom then, and the forests 


she, Lars, parents 


were carpeted in white anemones. 

As the winter silence and low fog 
seemed to cloak of gloom 
around her, Gerda thought of how 
she had felt like a stranger in Sep- 
December she 


Ww rap a 


tember, and now in 
was still feeling the same way. 
Father and Mother were out when 
Gerda reached home, and some let- 
ters were in the As she 
lifted the envelopes from the box, 
she noticed that one was unsealed, 


mailbox. 


and contained Tuberculosis Seals. 
“T must ask Mother for 
to take to school to buy a Christmas 
Seal,’ 
She went 


a penny 


said Gerda to herself. 

into the hall and stood 
in front of the picture hanging over 
the table—a picture that they had 
brought from Denmark. It showed 
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Christmas Seals were first on sale at 


holiday time in Denmark 50 years ago. 


Einar Holboell, the man who had 
first thought of having a Christmas 
stamp. 

Lars burst into the room, and giv- 
ing Gerda a brotherly push, asked, 
‘““How’'d you like to go ice skating?” 

“You know I would,” but she 
paused before getting her skates to 
remark, “Don’t you wish we could 
go back to Denmark where we had 
lots of friends?”’, 

‘Lars looked back at the picture. 
“T was thinking of Einar Holboell 


today, too. This morning my teacher 


asked who knew how old the Christ- 
mas Seal is, and I said ‘fifty years 
old.’ See, right here on the picture 
it says, ‘In 1904 Einar Holboell con- 
ceived the Christmas Seal and put it 
to work.’ ”’ 

Just then Mother and Father 
pushed open the door, and their 
arms were full of packages. 

“T’ve all the good things for our 
Kranze Kage,’ chuckled Mother. 
“Tomorrow you and Lars can help 
me make it,” she said as she hurried 
by Gerda to unload the bundles. 

The next day, after Mother made 
the dough, the children helped twist 
it into rings, and set one on top of 
the other. When finished and baked, 
the cake was almost two feet high. 
Up and down the Gerda 
pinned tiny paper packages filled 
The cake looked very 
gay and festive indeed when it was 
completely decorated with the Dan- 
ish flag on top. 

“But there won’t be lots of people 
at our house to eat the cake and 
have fun this vear,”’ remarked Lars, 
suddenly 


“More 


sides 


with sweets. 


lonesome. 


packages for you and 


Gerda to lift off the cake,” answered 
Mother cheerfully. 

“And more chance to get the al- 
added Lars. 


mond in the porridge,” 


Jorgen C. Hansen, who 
designed the 1954 Seals, 
was born in Copenhagen. 
The gay scene is based on 
his memory of Christmas 
Eve in Denmark where the 
family, after a traditional 
feast, joins hands to dance 
and sing around the tree 


“If I get the almond,” announced 
Gerda, “I don’t want a present; I 
want to make a wish.” 

“‘What kind of wish?” teased Lars. 

“T won't tell,’ drawled Gerda as 
she closed her eyes, and for a minute 
saw her wish come true. She was at 
children were taking her 
hand and playing games with her. 

On the last day of school before 
the holidays, Gerda took her penny 
to buy a Christmas Seal. As soon 
as the children were seated that 
morning, Miss Gage asked John 
Clark to collect the pennies. Then 
she told the children how the money 
would be used to relieve suffering 
and win the battle against tubercu- 
losis. While each pupil looked care- 
fully at the Christmas Seal he had 
purchased, Miss Gage asked every- 
one to notice that the double-barred 
cross appeared on the new seal, and 
on all others from recent years which 
the children had collected for the 
bulletin board display. Miss Gage 
asked if anyone knew when or where 
the idea for such a stamp originat- 
ed. As she looked for volunteers, 
she noticed Gerda moving her lips 
as if she wanted to speak. 

“Have you something you'd like 
to tell us, Gerda?” asked Miss Gage. 

“Einar Holboell, the man who 
first thought of the stamp, lived in 
Denmark. I have his picture at my 
house. He was a postal clerk. Den- 
mark is very proud of him because 
his idea later was used in other parts 
of the world.” 

Miss Gage smiled. “Id like to see 
the picture. May I come to your 
house sometime?” 

“You may all come,” 
Then she sank back in 
frightened at her boldness. 

“Let’s go!” shouted Joe Jumpter. 
Suddenls Continued on page 67) 


school, 


said Gerda. 
her seat, 
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WHE greatest danger at this sea- 
i son is the fire hazard. Other 
seasonal accidents could also be 
avoided if everyone knew and ob- 
served some rules. (Adapt the 
following ideas to your grade. 
Some are definitely adult, but 
children can become acquainted 
with them. 

1. If your school is in an area 
where children 
their own Christmas trees, discuss 
the dangers of handling an ax. 
Caution about having an adult 
along, and getting permission to 
cut before cutting. 


sometimes cut 


) 


Keep the tree in a cold plac 2 
Set it up away from 
heat and wiring, with the trunk 
in a water-filled container. 


until used. 


3. Check decorative electric 
lights and other equipment for 
defects in wires or sockets. 

4. Avoid placing “‘icicles” so 
they dangle into light sockets. 

5. Avoid overloading circuits. 

6. Use a sturdy ladder, not a 
chair or other makeshift object; 
and have a helper standing by. 

7. A child should trim only 
the branches he can reach from 
the floor. 


8. Use only electric equipment 
approved by the Fire Underwrit- 
ers. 

9. Keepelectric toys away from 
the tree to avoid possibility of ig- 
niting it by a spark. 

10. Take tree down as soon as 
needles begin to fall, and never 
burn in furnace or fireplace. 

11. Toys for tots should be 
large in size and soft to hold, or 
have smooth noncutting strong 
edges, and be light enough not to 
injure toes or fingers if dropped. 
Avoid toys with pins, buttons, or 
protrusions which can be swal- 


Be Safe 
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lowed or pushed into noses or 
ears. 

12. For the youngest children 
buy only playthings decorated 
with nontoxic paint. 

13. Learn proper handling of 
bikes, tools, 
so on. 


chemistry sets, and 


14, Put toys away when not in 
use, so no one will fall over them. 

15. To prevent fires and falls, 
destroy gift wrappings as soon as 
presents arc opened. 


16. Be sure all curtains, cos 
tumes, props, and_ decorations 
have been made _  flameproof 


Spray or rinse old materials in a 
fresh flameproof solution bearing 
the National Fire 
Laboratories label. 
17. Check stage 
defects repaired before rehearsals 
18. Attach decorations to flat 
surfaces; do not suspend or leave 
standing free. 
19. Avoid 
light shades, 
20. Store decorations in 
a fireproof vault, or destroy. 


Underwriters 


wiring: have 


candles and pape 


used 


21. Do Christma shopping 
early! 
22. Obev all _ traffi rules, 


lights, and policemen. 
23. Don’t push or shove people. 
24. Face the door in elevators. 
25. Stay home with your cold! 


impressionable Activities 


1. Make safe Christmas pres- 
ents, as a knife rack for Mother. 

2. Make a picture scrapbook 
of safe toys. Tell why each is safe. 
3. Give a 
play. 

4. Survey hom« 


safety Christmas 
accidents. De- 
cide which are most likely to hap- 
pen at holiday time 

5. Make a booklet of Christ- 
mas safety rules for school, on the 
street, at home. 

6. Let several children drama- 
tize shopping for safe gifts. 

7. After Christmas, let each 
child bring a toy and explain how 
to use it safely. 















PWVHE transistor was a laboratory 
| curiosity only five years ago 
Now it is proving to have ver 
practical uses It is a tiny device 
that can do big things, for it can 
control the flow of electrons in 
wavs that seem most mysterious 
Though transistor is a new word 
in the vocabulary of most persons, 
Strange 


it should not remain a 


transistors may 


soon 


word: for 
be the very hearts of our radios, 
pr nographs, television sets, and 


kinds of 


many other electri¢ 


equipment 
What De Transistors Do? 


Evervone is familiar with the 


! 


erectron tubes 


vacuum 
to control the 
When 


‘a tube has burned out 


tubes or 
now used in radios 
power or volume of sound 
we SAY 
or “the radio needs a new tube 
we are referring to one of these 


vacuum-type tube ‘Transistors 


their homes. 


board. 


tional method try this 


floor 


warms the air, which, as 


— SCIENCE in the Home - XIV 
RADIANT HEATING 


the air within a room but only of the objects 
It is therefore more efficient, 
more uniform, and more comfortable. 

For radiant heating by warm water or warm 
air, the conventional furnace or boiler is neces- 
sary. However, it is possible to obtain radiant 
heat electrically. In this type, small resistance 
inserted in 
panels which transmit 
the heat to the ceiling, 


Almost 2000 years ago the Romans piped 
warm air through hollow tiles in order to heat 
Today, in what is considered to 
be the most modern heating method, a radiant 
heating system employs the same principle by 
circulating warm air or warm water through a 
coiled continuous length of pipe which is con- 
cealed in either the ceiling, wall, floor, or base- 


If your classroom is heated by the conven- 
simple 
Place one thermometer at or near the ceiling: It is 
a second on top of a bookcase; a third on the 
You will note that the air is the warmest 
near the ceiling, intermediate on top of the 
bookcase. and coldest on the floor. 
to the fact that the ordinary 
becomes warm, 
warms the surrounding structures and rises. 
Radiant heat does not raise the temperature of 


What cre TRANSISTORS ? 


Paul E. Blackwood 


Specialist for Elementary Science, 


U.S. Office of Education 


take the 
place of many such tubes. They 
can do many of the same jobs 
now done by electron tubes and 
do them better. 


are gadgets that can 


In its present form the tran- 
sistor is a small piece of crvstal of 
the metal germanium, set in a 
plastic sheet about the size of a 
kernel of corn. This small crystal 
controls the flow of 
electri Vacuum 
control the flow of electrons in 
a vacuum but transistors control 
the carefully 


elec trons 


energy. tubes 


electrons in a solid 


prepared germanium crystal. 
Making Transistors 


Germanium is an element that 
was once considered useless. It is 
rather rare and there is no known 
rich source but every mineral has 
The most common 
source of germanium is the dust 
in the stacks of zinc smelters. It 


a trace of it. 


also is present in coal ashes. 
Enough ashes and soot are shov- 
eled out each year in England to 
provide 2,000 tons of germanium. 
This is billion 
transistors. 

Getting the from 


the soot or ashes is very difficult. 


enough for 15 
germanium 


Che germanium must be purified 
until there is not more than one 
atom of impurity to 100,000,000 
germanium atoms. 

But this almost 
pure germanium is still not ready 


unbelievably 


wires are 


experiment. wall, or floor. 


This is due energy by 


heating system 


HENRY GOULD 


which it strikes. 


claimed 
radiant heating panels 
in the ceiling scatter 
the largest fraction of 
radiation. 
Second in effectiveness 
are thought to be wall 
locations; and least ef- 
fective those on floors. 











To help you with your classroom science 
activities, Dr. Blackwood and Dr. Gould 
will present this science page each month. 











for use. In fact, it is too pure. 
When germanium is absolutely 
pure, it is a very poor conductor 
and does not allow electrons to 
flow through it. So in preparing 
the germanium in crystal form 
the proper amounts of impurities 
are added to let the electrons flow 
through it as needed. 

Finally, after a series of very 
careful steps, the germanium is 
made into crystals. It is then 
ready to be sawed up into thin 


wafers for transistor use. Germa- 
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Elements of junction transistor. 














GLASS STEM 


nium crystals are as hard as steel. 
4 diamond saw is needed to cut 
them into pieces about the size 
of a pin head. 

There are many types of tran- 
sistors. ‘Two common ones are the 
point-contact and the junction 


types. Both are simple to build. 


Hew Do They Work? 


Though the transistor is built 
very simply, it is not so simple to 











Elements of point-contoct type. 


Professor of Science, State Teachers College at Brockport, N.Y. 


explain. In fact the exact expla- 
nation is not understood by scien- 
tists. ‘They know what transistors 
can do but they do not really 
know how it is done. Transistors 
can take a weak electric signal 
and boost it many, many times. 
For example, the point-contact 
type can increase a signal’s power 
100 times. It’s like a weak tap 
from a child toppling a large man 
down a flight of stairs. The 
junction-type transistor can boost 
10,000 times. If used 
to increase the loudness 
of sound in your radio, 
ram it could take a tiny 

volume and increase it 
10,000 times. 


a signal 


COLLECTOR 


GERMANIUM : 
CRYSTAL Its Uses 


The ability of such a 
small device to pro- 
duce such great power 


means that electric 
equipment can be 
made much _ smaller. 


Already scientists and engineers 
have built very small radio trans- 
mitters, radio receivers, phorio- 
graphs, sound amplifiers, micro- 
phones, mathematical computers, 
and a portable television receiver 
which is tubeless except for the 
picture tube. 

In summing up, here are a few 
interesting facts about transistors: 

1. They can be made very 
small. " (Continued on page 69 
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A CUDDLY TOY 


Make this cuddly toy kitty for 
your baby sister or brother. Cut a 
section about 12” long from the cen- 
ter part of a stocking. Turnit wrong 
side out and sew one end shut. Turn 
right side out again and make ears 
by tying the corners of this end with 
thread. 

Stuff the head with cloth scraps 
or cotton and tie a thread around to 
make the neck. Now stuff the body 
and tie the end very tight. Cut the 
remainder of the stocking in three 
strips and braid them together to 
make the kitten’s tail. Sew or tie the 
end of the tail so that it will not 
unravel. Make kitty’s eyes with 
buttons and embroider a nose and 
whiskers. Alice Morgan 


TO GIVE TO MOM 


Does Mother have any house 
plants? You could make her some 
figures to perch on the edge of a 
flower pot. 

Make a dough mixture by stirring 
together two parts of salt and one 
part of flour. Heat it in a skillet, 
stirring constantly. When it is hot, 
remove it from the fire and add 
enough water to form an easily han- 
dled dough. Now model birds, rab- 
bits, squirrels, and soon. Putanotch 
in the bottom so they will sit on a 
flower pot edge. Let dry for 24 hours 
and paint with enamel. Jane Smith 
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ON FEBRUARY I 1900, PRES|DENT 
MOKINLEY PROCLAIMED US. OWNER- 
SHIP OF AMERICAN SAMOA, SEVEN 
ISLANDS IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC. 














GIRLS and BOYS 


GAMES FOR CHRISTMAS 


My Toy List.—The players are 
seated in a circle except the shopper, 
who is “‘it.”” Each child is given the 
name of a toy such as skates, train, 
and blocks. Then “it” may say, “I 
want to buy skates and a ball.” 
These two try to change places be- 
fore the shopper gets one of them. 
If he does, the one without a seat is 
“it.” If the shopper fails, he must 
try again. 

Fill the Stocking.—Divide into 
two teams. Each team has a large 
sock, a pencil, an eraser, a ruler, a 
ball, or any other four or five items. 
The first one on each team fills the 
sock with these items. The second 
one unpacks the sock, the third re- 
fills it and so on. Ruth Roney 


MAKE CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS 


Make these Christmas tree decora- 
tions from the shells of English wal- 
nuts. Dip or paint them various solid 
colors with enamel paints. Let dry. 
Using tiny brushes from fingernail 
polish bottles, paint decorations on 
the painted shells. Draw funny faces, 
squares, triangles, circles, spots, 
crosses, or any other decorations in 
different colors. 

Clip bits of colored yarn for hair, 
whiskers, beards, mustaches, bristles 
on an animal’s face, and so on, and 
glue them in place. Use bits of tinsel 
for glitter and sparkle. Cut strings 
about 3” long. Form a loop and glue 
the two ends to the inside of the 
shells. Let dry. Now you are ready 
to hang your decorations on the 
tree. June A. Stephenson 





Under the Stars and Stripes—-SAMOA 












SAMOANS HAVE SELF-GOVERNMENT 
WITH NATIVE DELEGATES MEETING 
TO ACT ON LAWS SUGGESTED By 
THE AMERICAN GOVERNOR. 


GIRLS DO CEREMONIAL Ze 


' COCONUT OIL OR COPRA IS THEIR 
7A CHIEF EXPORT. NATIVE POLYNESIANS ARE 
7 @ SKILLED WEAVERS OF COCONUT FIBERS. 





CHRISTMAS PARTY HAT 


Make a jolly Santa hat for each 
guest at your Christmas party. Cut 
a piece of bright red crepe paper 18” 
square. 

Fold and staple the edges along 
the grain of the paper to form a 
tube. 

About four inches from one end, 
gather the tube and tie with a white 
ribbon or cord. Now, turn up about 
four inches from the other end form- 
ing a cuff. 

Paste dabs of cotton around the 
cuff for a border. Harriet Edwards 








FOR DAD'S WORKSHOP 


Does Dad need something to hold 
his odd little tacks, screws, and nuts 
in his workshop? For Christmas you 
can make him a handy holder from 
a sturdy papier-mache egg box. Paint 
it inside and out with enamel. Or 
you can use tempera paint and add a 
coat of shellac after it dries. 

When the finish has dried, deco- 
rate the lid by cementing slim little 
nails with very little heads to spell 
Dad. Ruth Seymour 









ON TUTUILA ISLAND ISA RADIO 

STATION SO POWERFUL IT CAN 

BE HEARD IN THE UNITED STATES 
AND AUSTRALIA. 
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A JEWELED BOBBY PIN 


A plain bobby pin is easily changed 
into a jeweled pin for Sister’s hair. 
Put a drop of household cement on 
the top side of the bobby pin, and 
stick on several small beads, spacing 
them a short distance apart. Youcan 
get the beads from a broken neck- 
lace. Do not touch until they are 
dry. A pair of pins would make a 
good Christmas gift. Stanley Clark 





The Riddle Box 
& | 
What is in an 

empty box? 
> 

What is the difference between a 
man hammering a nail and a grocer 
selling a pound of potatoes? 

> 
Like cotton candy, 
Fluffy and white; 
Too high to reach, 
But still in sight. 
a 
Why is a pig in the parlor like a 
house on fire? 
- 
What asks no questions but re- 
quires many answers? 
> 

Why should we feel sorry for 

turtles? 











CHRISTMAS PUZZLE 


When Billy and Jane emptied their 
Christmas stocking, they found these 
toys. Can you fit them around the 
stocking in this puzzle? 


drum gun 

top doll 

block books 

horn broom 

train ball Mary Scott 
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SANTA'S BOOT 


Fold a sheet of red or green con- 
struction paper in half crosswise. 
Draw a boot shape with the folded 
edge serving as back. 

Punch holes about 1 inch apart 
along open side, around toe, and the 
heel. Punch one more hole on fold, 
near the top, and opposite the first 
punch hole. 

Starting here, fasten colored rib- 
bon, or cord, loop over the top, and 
continue lacing through holes, fas- 
tening at the heel. 

Now, decorate any way you please. 
Chalk “snowflakes” with Christmas 
seals scattered over the boot is easy 
and fun to do. 

Fill your boot with cellophane- 
wrapped popcorn or candies and give 
to a friend. Harriet Edwards 





SCRAPBOOKS FOR OTHERS 


If you enjoy cutting and pasting, 
you might like to do it for others. 
Why don’t you make scrapbooks and 
give them to a hospital as Christmas 
gifts for the children there? 

Make some of them on a definite 
subject. In a book for a girl too 
young to read, put big, splashy cut- 
outs of babies, dolls, fruits, or other 
simple objects. A small boy would 
enjoy trucks, cars, locomotives, or 
other vehicles. Any small child likes 
pets or zoo animals. Older boys go 
for sports. Older girls love movie 
stars and fashions. 

Crossword puzzles, quizzes, pen- 
cil games, riddles, and other puzzles 
can become an activity book for 
older children. Be sure to include 
answers to puzzles and riddles—and 
why not tape a pencil to the scrap- 
book cover? Ida M. Pardue 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES 


dated 
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NOTES FROM Aual Grace 


Dear Girls and Boys, 

Here are the winners of our con- 
test! We thought these boys and 
girls wrote the best stories about the 
funniest thing that happened to 
them this summer. 

Eddie James, La Marque, Texas 

Carol Lindberg, Long Island City, 

N.Y. 

Craig Easton, Buffalo, N.Y. 

Cassandra Cisch, Detroit, Mich. 

Robert Cleary, Long Island City, 

N.Y. 

So many of your stories were good 
that we are also printing a long 
Honorable Mention list. 

Lawrence Anizan, La 

Texas 

Allen Anter, Detroit, Mich. 

Linda Antos, Detroit, Mich. 

W. D. Campbell, La Marque, Texas 

Ann Cathey, Paragould, Ark. 

Ann Daugherty, Wellsville, Ohio 

Jim Drane, Concordia, Mo. 

Barbie Grau, College Park, IIl. 

Jack Hamilton, Merrill, Wis. 

Linda Herman, The Bronx, N.Y. 

John Hicks, Traverse City, Mich. 

Charles Johnson, Fayetteville, N.C. 

Jerelene Jones, Fayetteville, N.C. 

Kerrill Kushay, Detroit, Mich. 

Thomas Morton, Long Island City, 

N.Y. 

Lawrence Oates, Fayetteville, N.C. 

Patty Parsons, Detroit, Mich. 

Carl Pelzer, Buffalo, N.Y. 

Karen Petz, Racine, Wis. 

Richard Pfitzenmeyer, 

River, Ohio 

Sandy Ptalis, The Bronx, N.Y. 

Charles Reams, Racine, Wis. 

Burris Swenson, Pullman, Wis. 

Rosalie Tresmond, Buffalo, N.Y. 

Russell Wade, Concordia, Mo. 

The contest was lots of fun! 

Here’s another one for you to try. 
Everyone likes to see Christmas trees 
that are decorated in an original way 
or use unexpected or unusual mate- 
rials. So send in your ideas and draw- 
ings for original Christmas tree dec- 
orations—we will have prizes for 
five winners. The deadline is Decem- 


ber 8. 


Marque, 


Rocky 


Affectionately, 


Fhrdt Grae 





We welcome, but cannot acknowl- 
edge, contributions for this depart- 
ment. Two dollars or more is paid 
for each item that is used except 
riddles, for which one dollar each 
is paid. Manuscripts (except season- 
al) not heard from in six months 
should be considered rejected. Those 
with stamped envelopes will be re- 
turned. Address: Girls and Boys, 
The Instructor, Dansville, N.Y. 
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CHRISTMAS ART. What an opportunity for each child How will your pupils work? What will be their 
in your class to express some deep emotion hitherto tools? They will use the widest varieties of materials 
dormant in his work! Perhaps it is a glowing hap- and media. And it will be true Christmas Art—each 
piness—or a wistful appreciation of the Christmas sto- child's gift of himself. 
ry, as if he were hearing it for the first time. Maybe Turn the pages of our special art section. It's laden 
it's the rhytam of Santa's reindeer galloping through with ideas—but no more, for from your children will 
the sky. come the individual rendering of any activity. And 
Possibly a child seeks expression in design, using from the quiet, busy air of your pre-Christmas art 
the traditional Christmas art forms or even creating periods we hope that you too will be inspired to 
some of his own. Or, his chief concern may be col- create something fresh and new—your own expression 


or—any color that expresses his own feelings. of Christmas Art. ELSE BARTLETT 


THE INSTRUCTOR, December 1954 








PRINTING 


WRAPPING-PAPER DESIGNS call for originality and large 
designs, freely made. For a new idea with scrap materials 
we used an old rolling pin. We cut tree and star motifs 
from heavy wool coat material, found in the scrap bag after 
a coat had been shortened. With paper cement these were 
firmly fixed to the rolling pin. A long straight strip was 
fastened diagonally around the rolling pin to give the de- 
sign rhythm, and to keep the roller from touching the paper 
at any place during the printing. 

Silk screen paints or printer's ink are practical. The water 
paints are easy to remove from hands and roller. Printer's 
ink makes more permanent designs, but requires more care 


JANE TURNER 


to clean up with turpentine. 

Unglazed wrapping paper or colored tissue may be used. 
Edges of the paper should be fastened with masking tape to 
a pad of old newspapers, fastened to a drawing board or 
table. This newspaper padding will make the prints more 
clear. Rolling may be done lengthwise or crosswise. 

In introducing this project it is better to have all wrap- 
ping paper designs printed in one color. This makes a 
minimum of supplies to be used and time needed to clean 
up. Use different colors of tissue or wrapping paper for 
printing. Later a second color may be rolled on a light 
background after the first rolling has dried. 

The lines on the Christmas-tree-ball design were printed 
with cotton rug yarn, tied securely to the handles of the roll- 
ing pin, after the trees and stars (used in the first design) 
were removed. Balls were printed afterwards with the bot- 
tom of a thumbtack box. 


THE PACKAGE BELL  cxcoso, 


WITH low-fire ceramics taking a rightful place 
in the schools, this is one item which every child 
can make, and use on package wrappings for 
Christmas or birthdays. Bells may be hand- 
modeled in clay—round, square, or odd in shape; 
or simple plaster molds may be cut so that de- 
signs may be duplicated. Bells may have 2 holes 
at the top, or built-in loops or crossbars to hold 
clappers, round pinches of clay with holes for 
string (or use a bead). 
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For bells that ring when clapper is attached, 
be sure to glaze the inside also. Any clay that 
is suited to the glazes you have is satisfactory. 
There is a simple way to construct a mold for 
either pressing modeling clay, or pouring slip: 
cut the shape into a block of plaster of Paris. 
Avoid undercuts, which prevent the bell from 
slipping out of the mold. Gift packages dressed 
with bright-colored bells that tinkle make pack- 
ages ‘'very special.” 
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UPPER-GRADE DESIGNS 


Taking 
SPA LEE 


USING a hand sprayer and stencils to make Christmas cards or designs is a very 
elementary graphic process, but there are tricks. Be sure your sprayer is a heavy- 
duty type. The hazard of cutting stencils with razor blades is avoided in the 
lower grades by using only the portion of the stenci! that is cut out—the nega- 
tive stencil. This makes it practical to use scissors when working with the 
younger children. 

Make sure the drawings are large enough before permitting the children to 
begin cutting. When cutting positive stencils with older groups of children, the 
use of connectors becomes very important. This method can be used with children 
in the fourth grade and up through the eighth. 

When you use a negative stencil, just pin it to the blank paper and spray. A 
positive stencil, however, must be the same size as the paper or card that is to 
be sprayed. For a greeting card with the greeting inside, the stencil: for the 
words may be on the inside half of the folded stencil. The stencil is locked with 
the blank card, pinned to a board and sprayed. After spraying once for the cover, 
fold both cards back, and relock them for spraying the greeting. Damp-sponge 
the stencil after each using. 


LOWER-GRADE DESIGNS 
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PAPER CUP ORNAMENTS 


With a bit of colored gift-wrap 
tape, conical paper drinking cups 
may be made quickly into tree or- 
naments. Strips of red and green 
tape may be placed along the edge 
and center of the cup. Clip the 
edges all around, about 2” deep. 
Hang with yarn. Lois Saxelby 











)——— Ow 
TIN CAN LIDS 
WITH SEQUINS 


After lines are drawn on the 
wrong side, cut tin-can lids 
into pin wheels, with tin 
shears. Cement sequins and 


stars to lids. Pattie Allen 


SANTA CLAUS CORNUCOPIA 


This candy holder may be made from a 
9” square of red construction paper, by 
stapling the diagonal corners together, 
after overlapping two adjoining sides. On 
the remainder of the 9” x 12” red paper 
from which the 9” square was cut, draw 
and cut the hat. With white paper excel- 
siot (used for wrapping glass in stores), 
paste on a beard, and trim for the hat. 
Features and pompons are added. Fasten 
red ribbon to the sides for a handle, us- 
ing cellophane tape and a round brass 
paper fastener. Eleanor E. Hermida 














-EANUT PI 


Use the longest peanuts for the 
body of an animal or doll, and 
shorter ones for arms and legs. 
Sew a round one on for the head, 
pushing the needle and thread 
into the peanut ends carefully 
so as not to break the shell. Draw 
features. Kathryn M. Wilson 
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Cover tin can lids with cellophane from 
grocery purchases. Cellophane-tape a rib- 
bon to the lid to use for a hanger. Pictures 
cut from old greeting cards, or glitter, can 


trim it. Anna Fagerlie 





















IL STARS 


Cut stars from tagboard 
and crease folds from 
the center to the point 
of each star. Cover with 
foil. Anna Fagerlie 


























WHITE TISSUE BALLS 


Cut a 6” circle from tissue 

paper. Fold the circle in half, 

cut about 2'2” from the edge 

on both ends of fold. Divide 

the half circle into thirds 

and cut the same distance toward the 

center. Open the circle and roll each part 

of the circle around the tip of a pencil. 

Join sixteen of these. Anna Fagerlie > 




























CUTOUT TREES 


String bits of milk straws between 
green paper circles, cut like pin- 
wheels (small at top to large at 
bottom), with a spool at bottom Y 


for weight. Peggy Donald es 





NAME ORNAMENTS 


Names in large handwriting, 
made with a large crayon and 
widened by outlining in con- 
trasting color, may be cut out 


for trim. Regina Yolk 
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CLAY-REED-TINSEL TREE 


That reed may be used in making a novel gift 
for Mother to use on her table was demonstrated 
by two pupils of JESSIE TODD. A tree shape 


was made of clay in the desired size. 













STOCKING DOLLS Loops of reed were stuck in rows into the 


wet clay tree. After time had elapsed to al- 
low it to dry thoroughly, it was painted with 
white tempera. 

Tinsel was strung through the loops, and a 
shiny tinsel star topped it all. 






LOUISE SIEGLER'S pupils made this doll from 12 
nylon stockings, some scraps of cloth, and ribbon. 
Begin by cutting two- or three-inch strips from the 
tops of two of the stockings, to be used for tying. 
For arms, tie the toes of nine stockings, and braid 
these into a strip 9” long (using 3 as one strand). 
Tie and cut 1” beyond, for hands. 

Tie six stockings together and braid to 8” in 
length for a leg. Do the same for the other leg, 
bringing them both together and making one braid 
5” in length for the body. Now lay arm strip across 
and braid into the body. Continue braiding two or 
three inches beyond this to form foundation for 
the head. Tie and cut. Slip a stocking top over the 
doll's head, tying the middle around the neck. Pull 
bottom up over the head, which has been padded 
with stocking ends sewed in place. Use felt or beads 
for eyes and mouth. Dress as desired. 

























ANIMALS WITH BUTTON EYES 


Movable-eye toys can be made on white laundry cardboard. 
Be sure to make the eyes large, and cut them out. Paste 
clear cellophane strips over the back. Remove the cork 
liner from a pop-bottle cap, place a dark button in each 
cap, and tape one behind each eyehole. Whiskers may 
be added, using broom straws on a bunny face. Dogs, 





Teddy bears, pussy cats, or elephants make good toys. 
They proved to be great favorites for children in grades 
two to four to make, while younger members of the family 


appreciate them as gifts. SISTER M. CLARISSA 
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CLAY TREE PAPERWEIGHTS 










Paperweights that won't topple over and scratch a good 
desk surface are made from clay, and painted in one 
or two tempera colors after drying. Squeeze a lump of 
clay into a cylinder, and roll on its side, pressing one 
end into a rounded point. After smoothing the surface, 
first dry, and then add a very little water. Press 
a design into the tree to give it texture or decoration. 
A pencil top pressed in at intervals will suggest balls. 
Make texture with a doll fork or child's comb. 
































NOAH'S ARK 


Make a container for animal crackers from 
a large-size empty face-tissue box. The type 
with an oval opening works well for the hold 
of a boat. Staple two strips of tough but 
pliable cardboard about 20'2” long, on 
both ends, spread apart, and insert the 
empty box. Trace bottom on a piece of 
cardboard corrugated on one side. Trim 
slightly smaller and wedge inside top for 
floor. A folded tagboard roof is pinned on 
a candy-box lid for the cabin. 





Pl AY deas 


SANTA CHIMNEYS 














First-graders of IRENE VON DEBEN's class made their 
own chimneys by drawing bricks on 9” x 12” bogus pa- 
per and coloring with crayons. Paper was folded in 
half twice across the short way. When opened, it was 
then made into a three-sided chimney by overlapping 
the end quarters, and securing with paste. 

Santas were drawn free style, on more bogus paper, 
colored, and cut out. Arms were drawn wide enough to 
extend beyond the chimney and hold the Santa in view 
when the table favors were finished. Chimneys can be 
made to hold candy or cookies, if a base with fold-up 
sides is stapled in securely. 





















Stories and Songs Can Stimulate Crist Wiis 
Paintings 


ELSE BARTLETT art EpiTor, THE INSTRUCTOR 






THERE'S no more inspiring time for painting than the pre- 
Christmas season. Let's not call it a lesson—just a time when 
you and your children get out paper and brushes and create 







interesting pictures together. 

The inspiration for painting is right here in the December 
issue of The Instructor. 'Way back in August when none of you 
were thinking about Christmas, we asked some children to 









leave their swimming and playground games long enough to 
listen to Christine Francis tell the story of "The Mysterious 
Toy,” on page 28. As you will see, they were children of 
different ages, yet there was a special meaning in the story 
for each of them. 

Ideas for paintings can come from many other /nstructor 
features. For example, read to older children the story of 
"The Double-Barred Cross" on page 34 and let them try 
designing a Christmas seal stamp. Or discuss with them the 
picture ‘Flight into Egypt'’ on page 25, to motivate a paint- 
ing that would follow. 

On the verse page (27) are several poems rich in ideas, 
such as "Too Bad"’ by Mabel Watts, or "Christmas and the 
Senses’ by Mildred D. Shacklett. There also are additional 
stories to consider. What vivid impressions children will get 
when they hear Maxine Bellew's "A Dress for Mrs. Santa." 
The enthusiastic Bucky Fox in "The Christmas Treatment" 
should suggest a picture to any child. If children are more in- 
terested in design, the cover by Mr. Palmer, or perhaps page 
39, will get them started. 

Here's a warning. The children will not be successful, how- 
ever you motivate them, if as soon as they start to paint, you 
steal back to your desk to mark the arithmetic papers. Take 
an extra five minutes for the pupils to exchange papers or 
mark their own. Your encouragement can make this a real 
occasion to produce delightful pictures together. 







































Kent Rollins, grade four 














Dougie Smith, grade one 
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OUTDOOR NATIVITY SCENE 


THE CHILDREN in sixth, seventh, and eighth grades wanted to make a large 


Nativity scene to place in front of our school. They wished the figures to be 


well proportioned, so several of them dressed up and posed in front of a large 
sheet of wrapping paper, while a bright light was flashed on them. 

Other pupils then traced the outline of the shadow thus cast. (Where au- 
thentic costumes are not available, pieces of old draperies can be draped and 


pinned in place, to give the proper silhouettes suggested by Bible story illus- 
trations.) Details were filled in later. 

This drawing, on wrapping or kraft paper, was transferred to a piece of 
Y4-inch plywood and the figure was then cut out with a keyhole saw. 

The figures were painted with tempera paints, with a bit of shading in 
colored chalk well rubbed with a cloth; and were covered with three coats of 
shellac and one coat of varnish. 

The stable, 5 feet by 10 feet, was constructed of rough lumber from packing 
crates. With proper spotlighting the effect was very pleasing, and well worth 
the time spent to develop the project. It gave opportunities for all children 
to participate in planning, drawing, painting, or construction. The interest felt 
by the children who worked on the Nativity scene carried over into the com- 
munity, in appreciation of their efforts. 


Sister Mary Christella 


Teacher, Grades 6-8, St. John's School, 
Goshen, Indiana 





Photos by Dennis Sigerfoos 
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NEWSPAPER SCULPTURE 


for a Room Frieze 


ANNABELLE W. BERGFELD 


Teacher, Grades 5-6, McKinley School, Arlington, New Jersey 


















MY PUPILS last year didn't like to draw, and they didn't draw well. 
Christmas room decorations were a problem, which we finally solved 
with newspaper. | cut newspaper silhouettes of shepherds, angels, and 
so on, and tacked them to the bulletin board. In my own mind | had 
pictured the children's cutting colored paper to finish the silhouettes— 
but they brought cloth, so we fitted that to the shapes for clothing. 
Someone brought jute, to make blonde hair and beards. Faces were 
cut from orange-y paper. But our real triumph was the sheep. Long 
strips of newspaper were cut, fringed, and curled over a scissors blade. 
Pasted close together on the sheep, the curls looked woolly enough to 
satisfy both us and our public. 
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Pictures from Edgebrook School; Eleanor Foley, Principal 


NEW elementary schools have 
windows so large they challenge 
one's decorating ability, but how 
wonderful it is to be able to put 
up the colorful things the children 
have created, and still have plenty 
of outside light coming in! Large 
figures of children in simple poses, with few details and inter- 
esting spacing, have a pleasing effect. Silhouettes may be 
designed to fit your particular window area, and paper 
garlands can tie together spaces in a window where decora- 
tions seem too far apart. Motifs based on any December 
lesson can be made in art class. Ideas for the windows can 
come from a discussion, or from drawings by the boys and 
girls. Properties discarded by a store-window decorator can 
often be adapted to the schoolroom. Work around one main 
theme, and use only things in keeping. Santa and the Wise 
Men don't belong together! 
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RUTH A. MEAD 






Art Supervisor of Public Schools 


me me er re ere we ee 












~ > ' * 
- 







| 50 ] 


THE INSTRUCTOR, December 1954 


EVELYN M. NIRMAIER 


Teacher, Third Grade, Augusta Street School, Irvington, New Jersey 


SEWING a stuffed gingham doll ini- 
tiates young children into the fun of 
using a needle and thread. 

Use a half-yard of cotton gingham, 
white thread, cotton batting or other 
stuffing, and embroidery thread. 

Cut out the doll, using a drawing on 
a piece of oak tag for a guide. Draw 
a seam line around the doll on the right 
side of the material. Sew twice around 
this line, using running stitches. All work 
is done on the right side of the material, 
making it unnecessary to turn the doll 
inside out. Allow an opening for stuffing. 

Stuff the doll, keeping it flat, rather 
than round. This makes it easier for 


children to do, and not so much stuffing 
is required. Sew up. 

Using a buttonhole stitch, with em- 
broidery thread, sew around the edges 
of the doll, hiding the running stitches. 
The features may be made with the 
same or other colored thread, or buttons 
or felt scraps may be used for eyes and 
mouth. 

Ribbon of a contrasting color may be 
tied around the neck, or sewed on the 
head for a hair ribbon. 

Children will suggest other ways of 
making their dolls different." The dolls 
may be dressed, and hats to go with 
the clothes could be made by some. 














THE children discussed the size of the Santa we were about to make. 
Incidentally, they wanted him to be about the size they were. Choosing 
the plumpest little fellow in the room for a model, they measured 
him carefully. Since he was 49 inches tall we planned to make Santa 


that height. 


Narrow wooden strips were sawed for the framework. We used 1 
strip 24” (top of the head to the pelvis), 2 strips 12” (for shoul- 
ders and pelvis), 2 strips 20” (legs), 
(upper arms), and 2 strips 10” (lower arms and hands). 

Small nails were used to hammer the framework together. Sheets 
of newspaper were crumpled and wrapped around the frame, working 


from the top downward. String or 
pliable wire held the paper in place. 
We continued this procedure until the 
desired shape was evident. 

Next we added strips of newspaper, 
torn about 4” wide. We held them 
in place with moistened gummed- 
paper tape. We attached an old Santa 
mask for the face. This was held in 
place with adhesive tape. 

We tore small pieces of newspaper 
about 1'2” square and pasted in 
overlapping layers for a smooth sur- 
face, repeating three or four times. 
Then we added two layers of thin, 
plain white paper. 

The form was kept in standing po- 
sition until dry. Features and cos- 
tume were painted with tempera. The 
beard and fur were white cotton. The 
cost was only a few cents. 


MARY FUGATE 


Teacher, Third Grade, Soldiers’ Memorial School, Tazewell, Tennessee 







































2 strips 6” (feet), 2 strips 8” 
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Gifts of WOOD FROM BOXES AND SCRAPS 


GRACE GANNON 


DURABLE GIFTS of wood can be projects simple 
enough for any child who can use a hammer and saw. 
Make things that will be useful, rather than the gadg- 
et type. The dimensions given for the articles on 
this page are only suggestions and can be varied. 

Use sandpaper on all edges before nailing together. 
To make a professional-looking job, nailheads can be 
set below the surface and the holes filled in with plastic 
wood, putty, or glazing compound, before painting. 

First, it might be practical to find out what wood is 
available in quantity proportionate to the size of the 
class. Then some of these scraps or boxes may suggest 
other projects. 

Strips of wood with hooks may be very useful in the 
kitchen or workshop where they can be used to hang 
tools or equipment. See the POT-HOLDER HANGER. 
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ne SHOESHINE 


obtained from a fruit packing 
box. It may be nailed together 


POT - HOLDER HANGER or screws may be used. oe 
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A good gift for an older person 


or a shut-in is made from only \U 
5 pieces of wood. Give the shel- 

ter 2 coats of paint, and nail it 

to a pole or tree. 
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VEGETABLE CUTTING BOARD 


Made like a shield, this 
cutting board holds a knife 
and looks well on the wall. 































































Leather or Felt 
POCKETBOOK 


JANE TURNER 








































Make a paper guide, with a fold in 
the center, to cut both sides of the 
purse alike. This design consists of £#&-®— —— ——————— 
three pieces of leather, cloth, or 
felt, and a ready-made coin purse 
trom the dime store. The latter is sewn between the out- 
side piece and the lining. Edges may be secured by fine 
running stitches, or machine-stitched, and finished in but- 
tonhole stitch. Leather may be punched and laced. Put 
in snap fastener with kit, and cover with a metal initial. 


—_—_——— ET cc 


Strawberry Pot Holder 


JANE TURNER 





PLACE COIN PURSE 
/ BETWEEN PIECES 
ANO SEW /N PLACE 


Cut the strawberry-shaped cover from a double 
thickness of tiny print red calico or gingham. 
The lining is cut from an old blanket, or layers 
of turkish towel or outing flannel. 

Baste the edges of both cover pieces under 
and pin them in place outside the lining pad. 
Quilt with four lines of stitching in heavy em- 
broidery thread. To prevent edges from slip- 
ping, baste them together also. Buttonhole-stitch 
the edges, and sew pipecleaner loops at top. 





Bias- Tape Belts 


DORIS P. WILSON 


For making bias-tape belts you need a length of 
foundation material for backing. Belt stiffening 
can be used. Width should be right for three or 
four rows of tape, sewn side by side. Odd lengths 
of tape in assorted colors may be used up. Short 
lengths may be spliced. Stitch rows close enough 
to completely cover the foundation. Finish off the 
ends by turning them under and sewing fast. Snaps, 
hooks, or buttons may be used for fastening. Many 
variations may be worked out by combining various 
widths of tape, using a row of contrasting rick- 
rack, or letting a colored foundation piece of cloth 
show through the bias strips. This is a practical gift. 





SNAP HOOKS 
Se Mstg stort ia 
WKAR 
YOK. 












































THE INSTRUCTOR, December 1954 [ 53 ] 





GF VA / 





Vy, 
ay Paper cup gown, gold 
ity” tree-ball head, candy- 

; paper wings, and stiff 
\ AS gold ribbon trim. 
~~ es as 
RES be 
aS ‘ »* 14, 
. ‘ Dy 4h \ 
7 \ is ; See, 
J Se Vis 
{ \ urau ‘x 
\ NS iy ee 
\ Ky Sais A 
\ - ” 
a _~ 
7 \ 
j } - 
Y -“ e | 
4 
\ / 
; 
y e 
WY 
Sawdust-mache head, 
foil wig, diass, wings; \ 
on pipe cleaner. \ 
\ - \ 
/ \ . 
“~ . 
/ . 
2A 
| . 
~~ A yt) Nery 
wv j 
1) . / . 
| 7 
4 Ny f\ dl Ds . 





Clothespins with red or 
blue cellophane tape hair 
and features. Red net for j 
sleeves, pipe-cleaner halo. 
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Red cellophane-tape hair, 
pink fluted candy-paper 


4S 4 5 
ie o Ly wings, arms drawn on cup. 
y\ oe J 










ANGELS are favorite Christmas decorations. Make 
them from any waste material on hand. Paper drink- 
ing cups can be used for the base. Clothespin or ping- 
pong balls can be used for the heads, with features and 
hair made of colored cellophane tape. Pipe cleaners 
held to the cups with gummed tape make the arms. 
Fluted candy papers, or baking cups, make the wings, 
frills, or trim, with paper-doily embroidery, and gold 
or silver ribbon. 

Foil pans, such as pies come in, can be cut in half, 
and stapled into a cone shape for a body. Foil also 
makes wings that can be bent or decorated with any 
blunt-pointed instrument. Dresses may be decorated 
with fingernail polish sprinkled with Christmas snow or 
fine beads. You can model an angel in clay, leaving 
holes to attach wings. 


LUCILE ROSENCRANS 
LOIS SAXELBY 





The Play 


CHARACTERS 


saNTa—The “real” Santa. 

sToRE SANTAS—We had six but two 
would be enough. The children de- 
cided which city department store each 
one worked for. They were dressed 
like the “real” Santa Claus except 
that they were not padded and did 
not have beards. 

sPUNKY—Overseer of Santa’s Work- 
shop. He looks iike the first cousin 
to the Seven Dwarfs. 

MRS. SANTA 

sorry—A snow man. 
Note.—Girls could be Store Santas 

and a girl could do the part of Spunky. 

SETTING 


Santa’s Workshop. There is a con- 
ference table with enough chairs for 
all the Santas. 


(Santa and the Store Santas are 
seated around a table where Santa 
Claus is demonstrating a new me- 
chanical toy.) 

saNTa—Greetings, fellow work- 
ers. I called you here to get your 
opinion about this new toy. Since 
you do not know each other, I 
think you should introduce your- 
selves so we all may know what 
stores are represented. 

(Each Store Santa gives the 
name of his store and the city 
where it is located.) 

SANTA (demonstrates the me- 
chanical toy)—That’s how it works, 
boys. Won’t the children love it? 

STORE SANTA I—Yes, indeed, Sir; 
it’s fine. 


SANTA—Indeed it is! The child 


who finds this toy in his stocking 
on Christmas morning will be the 
happiest youngster in the block. 


An Ungraded Room Developed 
a Play as a Project 


How They Did It - - 


~ oon after school opened in September, 1953, 
S my pupils obtained permission to give a 
Christmas play for the P.T.A. Although they 
were aware that it would be hard work, they 
elected to write their own play. 

The eighteen children, ranging in age from 
nine years to thirteen, spent the entire morning of 
each school day on the play for a month and a 
half before a cast was chosen. (The play given 
here is the first act of our production. Act II in- 
cluded Elves and Brownies. ) 

Class opinion and personal preference influ- 
enced the assignment of parts. The aim was not 
to produce a finished play but to develop creative 
power in the children. 

During rehearsals emphasis was placed upon 
clear enunciation, correct diction, and good 
speaking voices. It was gratifying to discover that 
the children absorbed speech training uncon- 
sciously through their interest in the play. 

We did not set down stage or acting directions 
when we wrote the dialogue, so each individual 
had a chance to interpret his role freely. Correc- 
tions and suggestions were kept impersonal. For 






Then 


were invited to show what they would do. 
the child actor chose which interpretation he 
would like to try. 

As the play progressed many changes were 
made. Some of these were the result of incidents 
in the classroom. For example, during an art 
period, a child spilled paint and ruined his plaque. 
The incident changed the play, which up to this 
point really had no plot. 

The children had daily experience with coping 
saws, hammers, and paint. ‘They made toys for 
their younger brothers and sisters and gifts for 
their parents. It was quite natural that the orig- 
inal idea for the Christmas play should be cen- 
tered around Santa’s workshop. Because so many 
children wanted to be Santa Claus, we found our- 
selves with a “real’’ Santa and six Store Santas. 

Rehearsing for the play did not begin until 
about three weeks before the presentation date. 
(To be successful there should be enough rehears- 
als so that pupils are at ease and know what to do 
but not so many that the interest palls.) All re- 
hearsals but the last two were held in the class- 
room with the proper space relations; that is, ex- 
its, entrances, and so on, as they were on the stage. 
There was no dress rehearsal. 

Responsibility was developed as the children 





example, “How does Santa feel? Is he happy or 
How would he show what he feels?” If 
a child had trouble interpreting his role, others 


angry? 


JESSIE H. ROBY 


Teacher, Ungraded Room, 
Franklin School, 
Chicago Heights, Illinois 


STORE SANTA II—That all de- 
pends, 

SANTA—On what? 

STORE SANTA III—I think it de- 
pends on the age of the child. 

SANTA—Why, you young whipper- 
snappers! What do you know about 
children? You’re still new at the 
job. You don’t even have beards, 
and you’re trying to tell me what 
children will and will not like. 

STORE SANTA [V—You don’t have 
to grow a beard to know what chil- 
dren like, Mr. Santa. 

SsANTA—Is that so? Then sup- 
pose you tell me what is wrong 
with this toy. 

STORE SANTA II—It’s fine for 
older children, Santa, but little 
children won’t like it. 

SANTA—Nonsense! It will make 
them laugh. 

STORE SANTA V—Maybe, but it 
isn’t cuddly. 

STORE SANTA VI—And it isn’t 
washable. 




















santa—Cuddly! Washable! We 
have hundreds of cuddly, washable 
toys. 

STORE SANTA I—But the children 
are tired of stuffed dogs, cats, rab- 
bits, pandas, and Teddy bears. 
They want something new. 

SANTA—This is the newest thing 
on the market. 

STORE SANTAS (shaking their 
heads sadly)—It isn’t cuddly. 

SANTA (pounding on his desk) 
Will you please stop repeating that 
silly word! 

STORE SANTA II (stiffly) 
well. 

(Store Santas start to leave.) 

SANTA—Wait a moment. Where 
are you going? 

sToRE SANTA III—If you do not 
value our opinion, we might as 
well leave. 

STORE SANTA IV—After all, we 
Store Santas have direct contacts 
with boys and girls. 

STORE SANTA V—They climb up 
on our laps and tell us what they 
want. 

STORE SANTA VI—And we know 
children like toys that are— 

SANTA—Don’t say it! Don’t use 
that awful word again. 

STORE SANTAS—Very well, Santa. 
We bid you good-day. (Fxit.) 

santTa—Good riddance! Trying 
to tell old Santa how to run his 


Very 
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made wreaths to decorate the stage, collected 
properties for the set, helped make costumes, dec- 
orated program folders, and acted as stagehands. 


workshop, are they? Well, I’ll show 
them. (Rings bell on his desk.) 
Spunky will know all the answers. 

SPUNKY 
me, Santa? 

SANTA—Yes, Spunky. Have you 
tallied the Christmas letters? 

SPUNKY—Yes, Sir. I have all 
the figures. Anything special you’d 
like to know? 

SANTA—Among the children be- 
tween the ages of one and seven. 
how many requests did we have 
for mechanical toys? 

SPUNKY—Well, I'd have to look 
up the exact figure, Santa, but I 
should say about three million. 

SANTA—Good! And from chil- 
dren of the same age group, how 


(enters)—You sent for 


many requests did you have for 
(clears his throat) cuddly toys? 
SPUNKY—Now that number I! 
can remember, Santa, because it 
was the largest single item in the 
lot. Six million, Sir. 
SANTA—Six million! 
SPUNKY—That’s right. The lit- 
tle children always ask for toys they 
can hold and hug and take to bed 
at night. And mothers always add 
a note to make them washable. 
SANTA—Bless my whiskers! Those 
smart alecs were right! This puts 
me in a pretty kettle of fish. 
sPUNKY—No one asked for fish, 
Sarta. (Continued on page 65) 
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Christmas 


in the 


Kindergarten 


CHRISTMAS, A HAPPY SEASON 


VERNICE C. TIRRELL 


ryvuHe Christmas season at the 
] Brook ‘Terrace Kindergarten 
Weymouth, Mass.) is a happy, 
completely satisfying experience 
for the children. ‘The program at 
this season is planned to give 
them an understanding of the 
true spint of Christmas. Sur- 
rounded by love, beauty, and ac- 
tivity, their imaginations are kin- 
dled with a desire for all that is 
good and constructive. 

As soon as Thanksgiving is 
over, the children begin making 
decorations for their tree. Bells, 
candles, lanterns, stars, and cor- 
nucopias are cut from colored 
inch and three 
inches long. The children make 
popcorn to string, but, of course, 
most of it is eaten before it ever 


paper one wide 


reaches the tree! 

The children love the story of 
the Christ Child’s birth; and love 
to hear how, because God sent 
His Son as a gift to us, we have 
Santa Claus, Christmas trees, and 
the custom of giving gifts. 

They are given small manger 
figures to arrange and they tell 


the manger story over and over 


to each other. When it comes 
time to decorate the mantel over 
the fireplace, they know just 
where every figure should go. 


They place the manger set on one 
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end of the mantel and on the 
other they have Santa Claus and 
his sleigh, a small Christmas tree, 
a church, houses, and so on. 

It is now time to bring in the 
tree. At first we set it in the mid- 
dle of the room. The children 
form a circle and dance around 
the tree singing happily. 

‘The tree must now be placed 
in its special corner and decorat- 
ed. Each child hangs on it the 
decorations that he made. Sur- 
prisingly the tree really looks 
beautiful and the children stand 
in awe gazing at it. 

By now the children have de- 
cided to invite their parents to 
come and see the tree and to hear 
them sing. So we plan a pro- 
gram of little scenes which are ef- 
fective with simple settings and 
costumes and the children’s hap- 
Py fac cs. 

To tell the parents of our plans, 
we cut small green trees and red 
buckets from construction paper 
and paste them together. On this 
the teacher writes a notice of our 
Open House. 

The scenes, which are planned 
to include every child, are enact- 
ed in front of the fireplace and 
the children wearing COS- 
tumes and portraying the manger 
scene as it appears on the mantel 
The parents participate 
by singing the carols. 


love 


above. 


OUR PROGRAM 


MAMIE SEWELL 


HE Christmas program for 
T parents, given by Ivanhoe Kin- 
dergarten (Tulare Co., Calif.), 
is divided into two parts—Santa’s 
Toyshop and the Christmas Sto- 
ry. (See photo above. 

For the first part the children 
sing songs and say poems that 
they have learned about toys, ani- 
mals, and They do 
rhythms and singing games that 
seem appropriate. The order is 
worked out by the children with 
a small amount of dialogue to 
provide continuity. 

For the second part, the fol- 
lowing adaptation of a twelfth- 
century carol is given as a chorai 
reading while the Holy Family 
and Angels pose as a tableau. 


brownies. 





GROUP— 


Jesus, a little baby so good, was 
born in a stable rude, 
And all the friendly beasts around 
him stood. 
Said the donkey shaggy and brown: 
donkey 
I carried his mother up and down; 
I carried her safely to Bethlehem 
town. 
GROUP 
and red: 
SOLO Com) 
I gave him my manger for his bed; 
I gave my straw to pillow his head. 
Gcroup—Said the sheep with the 
curly horn: 
SOLO sheep )— 
I gave him my wool for his blanket 
warm; 
He wore my coat Christmas morn. 
Group—Said the dove: 
SOLO (dove) 
From my rafter high 
I cooed him to sleep that he should 
not cry. 
We cooed him to sleep, my mate 
and I. 


SOLO 


Said the white 


cow all 


SING a SONG of CHRISTMAS DAY 


CLAY DEEMER 








Sing 


Here’s a dol-ly and 


a song of Christ - mas Day! 


her bed, Or 


Round the tree we'll dance and play, 
book, and sled, 


+ ange, can- dy, 








Sing -ing car - ols 


“Gifts for all,” dear 


bright and gay. 
San-ta said, 


How hap- py we will be 


“Un-der the Christ - mas tree.” 
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DRY PAINT or CHALK 


DRY PAINT may be another medium you have not used in kinder- 
garten. We like it much better than chalk because it is applied with 
a brush. The brush has a felt tip which can be replaced when worn 
out. (Chalk, as all of us know, is quite messy to use in kindergarten. 
But if you prefer to use it, here are a few suggestions. Cover the chalk 
with paper held in place with tape. 
nila paper before applying the chalk. If you do not use a fixative on 
the pictures, hang them where the chalk will not rub off on the children. 


osnees 


Have the children wet their ma- 


—Yvonne Altmann Bildahl 




















A. you wondering, “How did we get to De- 
cember so fast? /t was just a short while ago 
that school started!"’ If you are, don't let yourself 
become bogged down with the Christmas rush. 
Sit down, and use an hour in thoughtful planning. 
You will find that you can correlate all of the 
subjects needed in your curriculum with Decem- 
ber star dust, instead of strain. It's the planning 
ahead that does it. 


Christmas is the birthday of a Child—our day for 
giving happiness to others. Why not make it your 
opportunity to teach the joy of giving? Making 
handmade articles, doing for others, and learning 
to respect the holiday customs of other peoples 
are a few ways to help. Chanukah, the Jewish 
Festival of Lights, comes on December 20 this 
year. Does your class understand what the day 
stands for? 


What better time than this Christmas month to 
draw closer to your pupils? Warmth from your 
own personality can go out to your whole room, 
including your problem child. Have you consid- 
ered that part of the reason why that child is a 
problem may lie in your handling? Have you 
recognized the “stranger” in your own class? 
What is the hunger, the longing, the seeking in 
each child? Are you feeding these needs? Your 
personal chance to spread the star dust of love, 
here. 


a 


Your upper-grade children may enjoy making 
wastebaskets. Have each one bring a large 
popcorn or potato-chip can and cover it with 
decorative wallpaper. The rim of the can, top 
and bottom, will look well painted in one of 
the colors that is dominant in the wallpa- 
per, before pasting it on. Then shellac the 
outside and apply a coating of wax for dou- 
ble protection. 


To provide time for Christmas projects you 
can sometimes combine subject areas such as 
social studies and reading; reading and art; 
science and language. But keep periods for 
the practice of specific skills short. 


Your combined science and reading lesson 
could be on Christmas trees: how they grow, 
how they are cut, means of transportation, 
effect on forests, watching fire hazards, how 
replaced, and so on. A booklet for ten cents, 
“Christmas Trees; The Tradition and the 
Trade," gives a lot of information. (On sale 
by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D.C.) In this same connection, the U.S. Forest 
Service has an eleven-minute sound film to 
loan, titled "A Tree Grows for Christmas." 
Apply to your nearest regional office three 
weeks in advance. 


Cute Christmas cards can be made using stick 
printing. A design unit using several sticks of 
different shapes may be repeated. Show the 
children how to moisten two or three of their 
water colors, place one end of the stick on 
the paint, and then press firmly onto paper 
to make print. 


For an unusual Christmas tree ornament that 
the children will really enjoy making, blow u 

penny balloons and tie off. Then wind wit 

different colored string, which has first been 
dipped in undiluted, ready-made starch. Hang 
the ornament up to dry. When dry, balloons 
may be punctured and removed. For further 
variety, when wet, dip ornaments in glitter 
powder, or snow. 





Christmas and choral reading! Sound almost 
synonymous, don't they? Substitutes won't find 
themselves interfering with any set-up program if 
they inject a bit of choral reading. Most children 
will respond to the "Ballad of Beautiful Words,” 
by John T. McCutcheon. Here is the first verse, 
" Amethyst, airy, drifting, dell, oriole, lark, alone, 
columbine, kestrel, temple, bell, madrigal, calm, 
condone.”’* 


Now that you have exposed your children to a 
list of words with beauty of sound, try leaving 
it to them to look up their meanings. Older chil- 
dren could make a list of words which they like 
the sound of, and be encouraged to look up 
meanings at the same time. 


Primary children could make Mother a decorative 
bowl out of serpentine crepe. A ten-cent roll 
from any dime store will do. Rewind it, so that 
each row extends slightly beyond the row before. 
Glue down the end, and give the whole bowl at 
least three coats of shellac. 





by 


For December 


| } 


A decorated pineapple is attractive. Cut away 
enough center leaves to insert a candle, and 
cover the pineapple completely with tiny colored 
glass balls hung on pins stuck into the fruit. 


If you have several children talented in art, sug- 
gest that they visit the children's ward in a local 
hospital and get permission to paint decorative 
designs on the glass windows. 


* Used by permission of The Chicago Tribune. 
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If a real tree is not allowed in your room be- 
cause of the fire hazard, make your own. Pile 
up popcorn balls wrapped in various colors of 
yA at to make a tree shape; or construct 
a large cone of silver paper, invert it, and 
mount stars sprinkled with tinsel! dust. Ask 
the children for their ideas for a tree. They'll 
love it. 


It's not for Christmas, but you might like to 
mention to your classes that December 21 is 
the anniversary of the Landing of the Pilgrims 
at Plymouth. 


Teaching spelling while playing a game can 
be fun. Here is one for primary children, which 
could be adapted to intermediate and upper 
grades as well, by increasing the number and 
length of words. The teacher draws six differ- 
ent-shaped boxes on the blackboard, saying, 
"Santa came down the chimney with six gifts 
for Fred. What was in them?" She letters 
urmd, htwca, nirta, nfiek, sastks, amge on the 


Ideas for teachers, old and 
new —substitutes too, by 


Emily Sprague Wurl 


boxes. Children have to unscramble words to 
spell drum, watch, train, knife, skates, and game. 
(For older children, the postman could bring 
the boxes.) 


To broaden horizons and increase an appre- 
ciation of other ways of life, try reading to 
city children stories of Christmas in the coun- 
try and a mail-order Christmas; and to coun- 
try children stories about community trees and 
Christmas in an apartment house. 


Projects which the whole room can take par! 
in are especially enjoyable. In kindergarten 
and primary grades, if a large drawing of a 
Christmas tree or the outline of a toyshop win- 
dow is put on the chalk board, the children 
will like to add decorations and toys, cut free- 
hand. This brings the gleam of star dust to 
their eyes. 


— 


A post-Christmas activity which the lower grades 
will like: Show and tell about a favorite toy or 
book (either new or old, to eliminate unhappy 
comparisons). 


No doubt, you try to coordinate your teaching 
with a child's experiences where possible. This 
is the time of year when family finances are often 
under discussion. A good time to put some stress 
on practical arithmetic, including the ability to 
make out a budget for daily living. 


At music time, have you first-grade teachers ever 
tried teaching notes with colors instead of sylla- 
bles? Your children will be more apt to recog- 
nize the scale when it is transposed to another 
key. 


Clean pieces of discarded window shades make 
excellent scrapbook covers. Fringe on three 
sides, paste a picture in the center, and shellac 
to make them last longer. 


The tiny miracle of a snowflake is something 
which will help your middle- and upper-graders 
to appreciate the order and design in nature. A 
microscope helps, but it isn't essential. 









GIVING 
GOOD 
GIFTS 


Centers of Interest 


Throughout the entire month of December 
the focus is on gifts. While it is true that a 
little child’s first thought is what he is going 
to get, it is very easy to transfer that concep- 
tion to what he is going to give. 

Any primary teacher can well afford to 
have a unit on gift giving during December. 
There are many concepts that can be devel- 
oped and lots of correlated learnings. 

Of prime consideration is the area of ap- 
preciations. It should be emphasized that 
gifts of love are often the simple ones made 
by the donor. 

Every child needs help in discerning what 
is an appropriate gift, from the standpoint of 
cost as well as desirability. A good activity is 
to list with the children inexpensive or hand- 
made gifts suitable for grownups and for boys 
and girls of different ages. 

The basic economics involved in this unit 
are tremendous. Even an older child may 
experience the pitfall of buying one gift and 
spending so much for it that he has nothing 
left for the others. To make a list and plan 
in advance what each gift is going to cost is a 
valuable experience that will involve much 
adding and subtracting. Spelling for this pe- 
riod can be drawn from the gift list, as well as 
your flash-card word drills and reading charts. 

Early in your unit, you will certainly want 
to visit your local five-and-ten-cent store. 
Urge children to bring in catalogues and ad- 
vertisements, and use your morning conver- 
sation period to list new gift suggestions. 

When children make purchases be sure they 
handle all the financiai operations themselves. 
Follow this up with problems, such as “Billy 
gave the clerk a quarter. His purchase was 
ten cents. How much change did he get? In 
what forms would the clerk give it to him?” 

Designing and making gift wrapping papei 
and tags is a good way of rounding off the 
corners and wrapping up the entire unit in 
a neat package. 


Christmas Shopping 


We've been Christmas shopping, just Daddy and me. 


I've hidden the package so Mummie won't see. 


It’s wrapped in gay paper with bright ribbon ties; 
Inside there’s a handbag—her Christmas surprise. 


I like to go shopping when Daddy goes too; 


He thinks of the things that are most fun to do, 


Like buying ice cream, or a pink lollipop, 
Or watching the puppies inside the pet shop. 


And on the way home Daddy told me that he 


Likes shopping lots better when he goes with me! 


MARION K. SEAVEY 
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INSTRUCTOR PRIMARY SOCIAL LIVING UNIT 


No. 4 in a Series 





The 
Talks 


The children in the second grade were 
making lots of different Christmas presents. 

Alice was weaving place mats. “My mother 
will really use these on our table,” she said. 

Gary liked to work with clay. “I’m making 
a big heavy elephant,” he said. “Dad can use 
it for a paperweight on his desk.” 

“My grandmother can put bobby pins in this 
“It looks like an ash 


tray, but Grandmother doesn’t smoke.” 


little dish,” said Brenda. 


“It’s a good thing you said that!” exclaimed 
Norman. “I was going to give my dad this tie 
rack, but he wears bow ties. I'll give the tie 
rack to Granddad and think of something else 
for my father.” 

“I'm glad you are all thinking about your 
gifts,” said their teacher, Mrs. Allen. “Some 
of you have been saving money to buy pres- 
ents. I hope you think about buying good 
gifts too.” 

“I never know what to pick for my moth- 
er,’ Carolyn worried. 

“Your mother will like anything you give 
her,” said Martha. 

“Yes, she will like receiving a gift from her 
little girl,” said Mrs. Allen, “but Carolyn will 
have more fun giving her mother something 
that is just right for her.” 

“T wanted to buy my dad a ball last Christ- 
mas but my big brother kidded me and told 
me I wanted to play with it myself,” Steve 
remembered, laughing. 

“How can we be sure what presents grown- 
ups will like?” Joanne wondered. 

“In our family we each write on a paper 
what we want for Christmas,” said Sharon. 
“Then we look to see what we have money 


enough to buy. Mother wants some gloves. 


Second Grade 
about Presents 


She wrote the size and color so I am going to 
buy some for her.” 

“That is a fine idea,’ said Mrs. Allen. 
“Maybe some of the rest of you can interest 
your families in doing that. But if not, what 
else can you do?” 

“We can think about their hobbies,” 
Charles offered. “My dad collects stamps. 
Grandfather has sent for some that I can give 
him. I earned the money by feeding Grand- 
father’s dog and taking him out for walks.” 
said Jane. 


“My mother said she hadn’t had a new com- 


“We can listen to what they say,’ 


pact in years, so I'm going to pick out a pret- 
ty one for her.” 

“There are so many children in our family 
that I never have enough money to buy any 
nice things for each one,” said Claire. 

“We have a big family, too,” said Gene, 
“but we don’t give each other presents.” 
said Mrs. Allen. “Some- 
times in a large family each child writes his 


“Here is an idea,” 


or her name on a slip of paper. Each child 
picks a slip and gives a Christmas present to 
the one whose name is on that slip. That way 
each child receives one nice present.” 

“That’s a good idea!” said Gene. “Maybe 
my brothers and sisters would like that.” 

“Tl tell my family, too,” said Claire, “but 
maybe they'd rather get a lot of little things.” 

“Well, we've learned a great deal about 
gift-giving,” said Mrs. Allen. “The most im- 
portant thing is to think before we choose a 
gift for anyone.” 

“And be sure you have enough to pay for it 
before you try to buy it!” Norman exclaimed. 

The girls and boys laughed at the way he 
said it but they knew he was right. 








Choose Gifts Carefully 
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THE STARS 


ne Christmas season is a good 
T time to make the most of 
children’s interest in stars and 
teach them a few facts about the 
constellations. When we arrange 


the stars on our bac kdrop for our 


stvlized Christmas tree and for 


our mural, instead of pinning them 
on haphazardly we place a few of 
the stars as they appear in the 
sky at that time of the vear. We 
include the North Star, the Big 
Dipper, ind Cassiopeia We use 
Nature Vavazu 
monthly chart of the sky, to help 


which gives a 


us place our constellations cor- 
rectly. We talk about the 


and read some mythology. 


Stars 
soon 
I notice the pupils reading books 
and stories about the stars, and in 
their sharing they mention look- 
ing into the sky at night 
OPAL YOUNGBLOOD 


to sce 


the stars. 
CHRISTMAS BELLS 


rTRACTIVE door decorations 
of paper cups and aluminum 


foil can be quickly and easily 
constructed by elementary chil- 
dren. ‘Take three or five papet 
cups of the same size. Wrap each 
in aluminum foil. No paste or 
glue is necessary. String each 
wrapped cup on a red ribbon. 

If desired, a clapper for each 
bell may be made by tving asmall 


“jingle bell” or Christmas ball 
ornament to an end of the ribbon 


before inserting the ribbon into 
the bottom of the cup. (care must 
be taken to have the ribbon inside 
right length and 
secured properly with a knot. 


When each bell has been strung 


the cup the 


the entire group should be formed 


into a cluster ind tied securely, 
the ribbons varying in length. A 
ribbon bow and evergreens may 
be added if Clusters of 
these bells make a nice border 
for the classroom when mounted 


at paced intervals and entwined 


desired 


with tinsel. LOUISE PANNEBAKER 


MARIONETTES 


E HAD been playing with our 
W “dolls on strings” for a few 
months when I thought about the 
Nativity scene. When I mentioned 
it to the children, they too, 
thought it would be a good way 
to observe Christmas at school. 

lhe boys and girls did the cut- 
ting and stitching at home and 
finished the 
in three work periods Scraps of 


cloth 


and long tunics 


marionettes at school 


she phi rds’ coats 


made the 
Corduroy scraps 
cloaks, and 


the ef- 


were used for the 


Christmas ribbon to give 
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Teachers’ 





fect of embroidery, for the Wise 
Men. | dressed the 
[ wanted this particular 


angel myself 
be AUN 
figure to have all the beauty and 
perfection possible. 

Our Madonna had a sweet face 
with rather sad eyes. Joseph was 
our prize. He had the look of 


strength, goodness, and dependa- 


bility. As he swung along lead- 
ing the donkey, vou knew Mary 
was in good hands. 

The lumbering camels wore 
bells as they crossed the stage, 
carrving the Wise Men. ‘Lhe 
camels can be made ove! forms; 


then they are light to handle. 
The scenery was drawn by 


second-grade boys and girls work- 





ARTICLES for this department should not exceed 300 words. We 
prefer them typed, double-spaced, cach on a separate 8%” x 11” 


sheet. 
photograph or sample. 


ing in groups. After the scenery 
was complete, we stapled it to old 
window shades su that we could 
roll it up as we changed from 
scene to scene. 

This project gave the children 
a feeling for the meaning of 


Christmas. GLADYS H. BENSCOE 


JEWELRY TO MAKE 


sk your children to bring to 
A school pine cones to use in 
making “jewelry.” For a necklace 
need a ball of 
string and some airplane glue. 
Cut the string the length wanted 
for the necklace 


you will heavy 


allowing enough 


CAROL SINGERS 


AROL singers constructed by 
C my filth-eraders last Christ- 
mas provided an attractive three- 
table 


season. 


dimensional scene for the 
Y uletide Against a back- 
drop of trees and snowy skies, a 
cardboard church, and a couple 


ol he SCS tood two “ dolls 
the carol singers. The dolls were 
made of papier maché and were 


dressed in blue 


black 
was pieces from a costume wir. 


ban h doll he ld a book of carols 


and deep pink 


with bonnets. ‘The hau 


A heavy corrugated box served 
background. A mountain 
scene with snow-covered peaks 


as a 


was done in crayon. ‘Trees and 
from heavy 
with 


buildings were cut 


cardboard and painted 
bright-colored crayons. The snow 
was made from white crepe paper, 
sprinkled with soap flakes, water, 
and artificial snow. For realistic 
shadows on the snow, blue tem- 
pera coloring was used. The whole 
scene was framed with evergreen 
CORA GLAZE 


and artificial snow. 
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Put your name and address on cach sheet and on every 
Address: 
Tue Instructor, Dansville, N.Y. 
Articles cannot be acknowledged or returned. 
sonal) not heard from in six months should be considered rejected. 
We will pay three dollars upon publication for cach article used 
and an additional dollar for a photograph or a drawing. 
Keep your contributions coming! 


Teachers’ Help-One-Another Club, 


Items (except sea- 


to tic) and lay it on wax paper. 
Tear the scales from the cone and 
glue them to the string in what- 
ever design is wanted. As soon as 
the glue is hardened, the string 
can be tied and the necklace is 
ready to be worn. It may be var- 
nished or shellacked for greater 
beauty. 

Older children can use a small 
saw or knife to cut the bottom 
part from the core. A safety pin 
is glued to the back of this base 
for a brooch. LILuie Dp. CHAFFIN 


DELICIOUS TREES 


NOVEL little Christmas trec 
A which is edible is concocted 
by frosting an ice-cream cone with 
a white butter frosting. Then 
sprinkle it with green sugar to 
look like a tree and use candy 
decorettes or red cinnamon drops 
on it. These make nice favors for 
hospital trays or for a Christmas 
party. ISABEL J]. BOCK 


HALL DECORATIONS 


{ WAS my turn to decorate 
| the hall. As is my custom, I 
discussed the situation with my 
class of retarded children. ‘They 
were casily motivated as | was 
prepared with two construction- 
paper trees trimmed with snow 
and tinsel to start the discussion. 

They all thought a Santa Claus 
was a must, so we ended up with 
four Santas and two Christmas 
trees for our background. ‘Then 
we decided we could display some 
of the gifts we were working on 
in class. We had made some 
Christmas cards, a photograph 
album, a container for pot holders 

made from a tin-foil dish cut in 

half and put together with a 
blanket stitch and decorated with 
a picture), a shadow box with a 
vase and poinsettia pasted inside, 
and a plaque made from a tin- 
foil dish with a Christmas pic- 
ture pasted in the center. 

After all this planning we made 
an excursion down the hall. We 
never went so far so fast and so 
quietly. Everyone was very enthu- 
siastic about helping to decorate. 
Each child held one article and 
thought about where it might be 
placed. The result was a very 
elementary display, but we had a 
happy group of children who felt 
that they too were part of the 


school. SHIRLEY MAE WOLK 














Teaching 
Devices IV 











I. Finding the Best Verb 


To help children realize that specific words 
tell a story better, develop lists of synonyms for 
some of the most common and overworked verbs. 
Starting with such verbs as walk, say, and do, 
have each child make a list of synonyms. (For 
walk, they might have amble, lumber, sprint, 

lope, stride, hike, and so on.) Then discuss the 

| lists and make a class list of the most vivid and 
descriptive ones. Have each write sentences using 
some of the synonyms they liked best. 








Wee Wisdom 
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When writing about the first 
Christmas, the Chanukah cele- 
bration, or a Santa Claus epi- 
sode, why not discuss different 
ways in which these events 
might be written? 
an on-the-spot description by 
a television announcer with a 
list of the pictures which the 
Cameraman is to pick up. There 
might be an "as if I were there" 
account, an "I remember" view 
by a grandfather, an account 
from the point of view of an 
animal who was there 
in the stable, one of Santa's 
reindeer, and so on), or the 
event in cartoon drawings with 
balloon-type conversations. 


IV. Describing the Object 


Show your class a toy, an 
art subject, or any interest- 
ing object. If this isn't 
practical, put a word, such as 
skyscraper or waterfall, on 
the blackboard. Have each 
child write as many adjectives 
as he can that might describe 
the object. You may, or may 
not, permit them to use the 
dictionary. Don't neglect to 
read the lists and discuss the 
meaning of each word. This is 
a good way to add to the de- 
scriptive adjective vocabulary 
of your group. 








IDEAS for CREATIVE WRITING 


lil. Telling What Happened 


Show the class one or two large colored pictures 
that have good storytelling possibilities. You 
might use covers from some of the popular maga- 
Zines. After talking about the picture and making 
sure each child has noticed most of the details, 
have the children each write a paragraph describ- 
ing what happened either fifteen minutes earlier 
or fifteen minutes later. This type of activity 
gives good practice in building a story up toa 
Climax and in giving the results of an event. 


V. Writing from a New Angle 


For example, 





































Il. Using Suggestive Words 


The mention of almost any word 
would suggest something different 
to each one in your class. After 
a short discussion on the use of 
imagination and word interpreta- 
tion, assign eight words to use as 
the nucleus of a short adventure 
story. A possible list of words 
could be Christmas Eve, gift, 
surprise, lunch, snowfall, fire- 
place, clock, pet. If you have 
Older children, you might give 
one word, surprise, joy, worry, 
disappointment, or happiness, 
and ask them to write a paragraph 
based on it. 
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Beard: tissue paper. 
> bil b shape. Fringe fine for whisk- 
rs. Puton bypicks, paste ,tapeorpins, 
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9 square white 


Refresh yourself with tasty 
WRIGLEY’S SPEARMINT GUM 


The delicious flavor and smooth 
chewing of Wrigley's Spearmint Gum 





Coat: 
cut a circl 


square red paper, 


From 514” 
e. Cut hole in center to fit 


over Santa. Tape, pin or paste on, 








Cap: Use same paper as coat. Cut it 
". Trim bell shape. Fringe top 
I'wist. Shape, on. 


5 x3 I 2 
Tape. 
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CLINTON 


Member—N.A.T.A. 35th Year 


TEACHERS’ 
If it is a position in the Midwest, West or 
Alaska, we can find it for you. 


70% South Fourth Street 


AGENCY 


Enroll now. 
Clinton, lowa 








SOUTHWEST TEACHERS’ AGENCY 


For excellent salaries and positions, West 
is = Best. We cover ail Western States. 
FREE ENROLLMENT. 


1303 Central N.E., ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. Oi National Assn. Teachers’ Agencies 












Efficient, reliable 
A NATIONAL SERVICE and personalized 
ALBERT and schools. Under 
direct Albert man- 
snerat 5. 
Criginel Albert—Since 1885 Soembor MATA 


service for teachers 
Teachers Agency agement for three 
25 £. JACKSON BOULEVARD, CHICAGO 4, ILL. 











APPLICATION 4.25 
25 PHOTOS 12 
Genuine Moen-Tone ey creritd 


Known, Perfect Copies, "size 2% ox3% 
Send good head and shoulder 
vhoto. Original returned unharmed. 
Prompt service. Superior Quality 
since 1898 

| MOEN PHOTO SERVICE 
3 Box 867-0 La Crosse, Wis. 

















ELvay [IPS To TEACHERS 


Busy Teacher Time-Savers: Creative Art Ideas + 
dent Activity, New Stand-Outs, Gift Suggestions, 
sonal Room Decorations in Blackboard Borders, win. 
dow Pictures, Center of Interest Pictures, and posters. 
End your search for excellent, usable material with 
this 96 page yearly Service Kit of Grade Teacher helps 
and know the thrill of student participation and the 
satisfaction of having a classroom of distinctive beauty. 


Order Now Vol. 4 Complete year’s folio only $3.50 

rt Single Packets (2 months supply) 

rder Fall , Holiday , Winter 

or Spring each $1 26 
O Popular Vol. 3 (also available at same price) $3.50 
O Both Vol. 3 and Vol. 4 only $7.00 


Send check or money order to: ELVA STROUSE TEACHER SERVICE, P.0.Box 507, indianapolis, ind 
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A humorous small-cast play 





reported by Kathleen Tomjack 


When I taught intermediate and up- 
per grades in Spalding, Nebraska, we 
began looking for material for a Christ- 
mas program each year about Thanks- 
giving time. Last year I suggested that 
each child tell an amusing incident 
which occurred at home around Christ- 
mas as a possible clue for a play. They 
enjoyed the activity thoroughly. 

One of the two best incidents had to 
do with a father who was unhappy 
about the bills at Christmas time. The 
children asked the boy who told the 
story what his father said, so I suggest- 
ed that he dramatize the incident with 


the help of his classmates. The resulting 
skit was brief but it led into the writ- 
ing of the play below. 

As the play was being written, the 
children assembled the properties and 
costumes. No additional scripts were 
made, for the parts were learned as 
they were written. 

Our play was a great success and I 
sincerely hope other teachers will cease 
to dread the Christmas program as I 
once did. I learned that children are 
natural playwrights and if given the 
proper spark and guidance will amaze 
everyone with their accomplishments. 


Father Pays the Bills 


CHARACTERS 


Mrs. Jackson 
Mr. Jackson 


MOTHER 
FATHER 
MAID 


SANECE } __ Their 
IRENE daughters. 
MRS. JONES 


SETTING 


Living room in the Jackson’s home. 


Irene and Janice sit by a table 
looking at a catalogue. Mother is 
sewing 

MOTHER—Haven’t you girls fin- 
ished your Christmas list yet? 

IRENE—No, we haven’t, Mother. 
We can’t decide what to 


JANICE 
get Father. 
MOTHER (laughing)—Well, I 


didn’t have much trouble selecting 
a gift for him, but paying for it put 
a big hole in my pocketbook. 

IRENE (turning the pages)—Let’s 
look at the sport shirts. 

MOTHER—Shh! I think I hear 
him on the porch. 

(Father enters, wearing coat and 
hat.) 

FATHER (cheerfully) —Hello, gals, 
what’s the big secret? (He looks 
over the girls’ shoulders and then 
hangs up his coat and hat.) 

JANICE (trying to hide the cat- 
alogue )—We can’t tell you, Father. 
We’re making out our Christmas 
list. 

Father sits down in an easy chair 
and picks up a newspaper. ) 

MOTHER—Did you enjoy 
dinner at the club, dear? 

FATHER (lowering paper)—Yes, 
the dinner was good, but what hap- 
pened after dinner wasn’t. The 
speaker suggested that each of us 
give five dollars toward a gift for 
the boss. (Cheerfully.) Lucky I 
got paid today. 

MOTHER—Oh, I almost forgot! I 
pledged five dollars today at my 
bridge club toward Christmas din- 
ner at the orphanage. Have you an 
extra five dollars, dear? 

FATHER (taking out billfold)— 
Well, for such a good cause I’m 
sure I have. 

(Knock is heard at the door. 


Irene answers it.) 


your 


IRENE (returning)—It’s the post- 
man, Mother. 

MOTHER (jumping up)—It’s that 
C.O.D. for thirteen dollars. Re- 
member ? 

FATHER (moaning)—How could 
I forget? (Pulls out billfold and 
counts.) Ten, eleven, twelve, thir- 
teen—here you are. (Hands the 
money to Mother.) 

(Mother goes to door, takes 
package from imaginary postman 
off stage, re-enters the room, puts 
package on table, sits down again.) 

MAID (enters and speaks hesitant- 
ly)—Mr. Jackson, I wonder if I 
could get an advance on my salary. 
I spent all my money on Christmas 
gifts and now my sister is getting 
married and I want to give her a 
nice present. About twenty dollars? 

FATHER (throwing down paper 
and speaking in slight annoyance, 
not in anger)—Do I look green? 
Every time anyone looks at me it’s 
money, money, money! (Takes out 
billfold.) Here you are. And I 
hope your sister will be very happy. 

mMAID—Thank you, Mr. Jackson. 
( Exits.) 

FATHER—Well, I guess I’li read 
a while. Maybe I can get out of 
this rut of giving away all my 
money! 

(Knock is heard.) 

MOTHER (opening the door, sur- 
prised)—Oh! Hello, Mrs. Jones. 
Do come in. 

(Mr. Jackson stands until the 
women are seated.) 

MRS. JONES—Good evening, Mrs. 
Jackson, Mr. Jackson. I’m making 
the annual drive for the children’s 
hospital auxiliary. We’re planning 
to buy a gift for every child that 
has to stay in the hospital over 
Christmas. (Continued on page 67) 











A Pioneer Christmas 
(Continued from page 33) 


That afternoon when it was time to 
look at his traps, Kathie’s father asked 
her whether she would like to go with 
him. 

“T always go,” complained Hugh. 

“Today you had best stay here and 
bring in more wood. It will be cold 
tonight,” his father replied. 

Kathie bundled up in her home- 
made leather leggings and coat, tied 
two scarfs around her head, and stuck 
her hands in warm mittens. She did 
not like to go out in the cold but she 
felt pleased that her father had asked 
her. They went along the little stream 
that they had named Bickley Run, 
while her father inspected the beaver 
traps. Further in the woods he had 
some fox traps too, and as he stopped 
to open one he turned to Kathie curi- 
ously, 

“You were not happy this morning 
when you saw the jacket,” he said. 

“T thought it was beautiful,” replied 
Kathie, her eyes filling with tears. 

“I know you did,” her father re- 
plied, “but something was wrong, and 
Christmas is a time for happiness. 
Why don’t you tell me?” 

“You spent many hours making it 
and it really is the most beautiful jack- 
et I ever saw,” replied Kathie. 

“But?” questioned her father as he 
snapped the trap. 

Hesitatingly Kathie told him about 
the dress at Fort Clatsop. “Don’t 
think ill of me, Father,” she said. “It 
is just that the dress was the most 
beautiful thing I have ever seen.” 

Her father frowned. “Now that you 
speak of it, I remember the dress. 
When the trader held it in front of 
you, it reminded me of your mother 
when I used to court her back in 
Boston.” 

As her father knelt down to put the 
trap in place, Kathie put her arms 
around him and kissed his cheek. “I 
love the jacket, Daddy. Honest I 


do,” she said 
“Good for you,” said her father 
briskly, “and now let’s hurry. It will 


be dark in another fifteen minutes.” 

Preparations in the Bickley cabin 
became more hurried and more secret. 
On a bright day when the children 
were playing outside, Mrs. Bickley 
made some maple-sugar taffy and 
stored it away. Another time she used 
some of her precious supply of flour 
for Christmas cookies. On a trip 
through the woods Mr. Bickley spotted 
a wild turkey, shot it, and hung it in- 
side the shed. Hugh used some pieces 
of fur to fashion new beaver mittens 
for his mother. Kathie found enough 
scraps of flannel in her mother’s sew- 
ing box to make some warm interlin- 
ings for her father’s boots. 

The day before Christmas, Mr. 
Bickley loaded his sled with furs to 
make a trip to the trading post. Hugh 
begged to go along but his father said 
he had better stay at home and even 
entrusted him with his gun in case 
wild animals should come. 

About six o'clock light snow began 
to fall, and Mrs. Bickley was worried 
for fear her husband had lost his way. 
Hugh built a huge bonfire in the clear- 
ing so that if his father were anywhere 
near he could see the lights of home. 
Sure enough, a half hour later they 
heard the dogs barking at a distance 
and the whole family, all but Baby 
Priscilla, went outside to greet the 
cold traveler. 

Hugh took the dogs from the sled 
and led them to the lean-to for their 
supper as Kathie stirred up the fire 
Mr. Bickley carried huge bundles and 
whistled a little tune and seemed very 
happy. As soon as he had taken off 
his boots, without even sitting down to 














get warm, he climbed to the loft to 
put away his purchases. “Just some 
last-minute surprises,” he said with a 
merry grin. 

Christmas morning came at last to 
the Bickley cabin. 

“Merry Christmas!” shouted Hugh, 
who woke up first, and soon the sound 
echoed up to the loft and down again 
where Kathie was just stirring under 
the warm covers. Mr. and Mrs. Bickley 
had filled the children’s stockings, and 
as soon as breakfast was over the fam 
ily gathered around the fire to shat 
their presents 
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AS THE DEMAND for various coal chemicals 





has increased, the amount produced in the 
coking process has not been sufficient to meet 
our needs. Vast new plants are being built 
to change coal directly into chemicals. This 
process — hydrogenation — does not involve 
producing coke. All of the coal is turned 


into chemicals, 


No one could waste valuable paper 
for wrapping, so they held the pres- 
ents behind them and one by one sur- 
prised each other. It was a gay 
Christmas with lots of homemade 
gifts. Father had brought cloth for a 
warm winter coat for Mother and for 
some shirts for Hugh. When all the 


presents seemed to be given out, 
Kathie looked at her father bewil- 
dered. “Where’s my jacket?” 


“Your jacket is gone,” said her fa- 
ther with a grin and he held out for 
her the beautiful dress from the trad- 
ing post 





“Oh, Father!” 
ran to him. 

He held her close to him and then 
said, “Try it on so we can all sce how 
beautiful you are.” 

Mrs. Bickley turned to her husband 
in amazement but he only laughed. “I 
know what you are thinking,” he 
“You’re wondering if I sold all my 
beaver pelts, and all my fox furs, and 
all my muskrat skins just to get the 
dress. I couldn't do that. We need 
the furs to buy food for the family, as 
well as cloth for clothing and dishes 


said Kathie and she 


said 





Continued on page 





WHAT ARE SOME of the ultimate chemi- 
cai derivatives of coal? Perfume; fertilizers; 
insecticides; ink; vitamins; synthetic fiber; 
ammonia; explosives; plastics; drugs like 
sulfa, aspirin, and others; thousands more. 
Prospective derivatives include dyes that 
never fade, non-peeling paint, wood that 
won't crack or warp, and unlimited possi- 
bilities for other products. 





TODAY thousands of products are derived 
from coal. Such results from a youthful 
“chemicals from coal’’ industry indicate 
that we are just beginning to realize its 


potential. Scientists are devoting more 
and more time to unlocking secrets buried 
in coal. A source of heat and power today 
—tomorrow coal promises not only energy 
but a way of life never before known. 


(Otte @ =, 


ORIGINALLY COKE OVENS were used only to reduce coa! to coke. 
The volatile gases and tars thrown off in this coking process were 
lost. Today, however, the conversion of “impurities” by the magic 
of chemistry has become a multi-million dollar business and plays 
a vital role in raising our standard of living. The coal tar, sulphate of 
ammonia, and other components of bituminous coal form the raw 
materials from which are derived innumerable aids to better living. 
Above: flaming coke being ejected from a chemical-recovery oven. 
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FREE! ir you desire 
complete information on 
coal for use in your classes, 
fill out and mail the coupon 
at right. 


TTT 


Position or grade 


BITUMINOUS COAL 


A Department of the National Coal Association 


INSTITUTE 


Educational Division, Bituminous Coal Institute 
Southern Building, Washington 5, D.C. 


Gentlemen: Please send me a free copy of “Class Report” 
(booklet on coal for intermediate grades, illustrated in color) 
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and a list of other teachers’ aids. | 
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the boy and the Star 


He is old enough to know that the ornament on the tree is 
more than simply a star ... to understand the deeper 


meaning of Christmastime. 

Now he knows that it is love that has been shining on 
the tree year after year, the love that haz wrapped and held 
him... that has given him food and warmth and laughter 


and the promise of joy to come. 


Life’s great reward is the privilege of giving 
security to those we love—yet it is possible 
only in a country like ours. 

And, think: When you make your home secure 
you are also helping make America secure. For 
the strength of America grows as the number 
of its secure homes increases. 


Saving for security is easy! Read every word—now! 


If you’ve tried to save and failed, chances are it was because 
you didn’t have a plan. Well, here’s a savings system that really 
works—-the Payroll Savings Plan for inve sting in U.S. Savings 
Bonds. This is all you do, Go to your company’s pay office, choose 
the amount you want to save—a few dollars a payday, or as 
much as you wish. That money will be set aside for you before 
you even draw your pay. And automatically invested in Series 
“E” U.S. Savings Bonds which are turned over to you. 

If you can save only $3.75 a week on the Plan, in 9 years and 
8 months you will have $2,137.30. If you can save as much as 
$18.75 a week, 9 years and 8 months will bring you $10,700! 

U.S. Series “E” Savings Bonds earn interest at an average 
of 3% per year, compounded semiannually, when held to ma- 
turity! And they can go on earning interest for as long as 19 
years and 8 months if you wish. 

Eight million working men and women are building their 
security with the Payroll Savings Plan. For your family’s sake, 
how about signing up today? 

If you want your interest as current income, ask your bank 
about 3° Series “H” Bonds which pay interest semiannually 
by Treasury check. 


The U.S. Government does not pay for this advertisement. It ie donated by 
this publication in cooperation with the Advertising Council and the Magazine 
Publishers of America, 
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7eS"S© JOHN HENRY PEPPER —————— 


Teacher, Eighth Grade, Essex Senior School, 
Toronto, Ontario 


TEACHERS’ COLLEGES 


( NTARIO now Calls its schools for 

the preparation of teachers 
“Teachers’ Colleges” instead of 
Normal Schools. When Ontario’s 
Minister of Education, Dr. W. J. 
Dunlop, laid the cornerstone for 
Toronto’s new Teachers’ College 
he said that one reason the old 
term had been abandoned was be- 
cause it might be construed to 
mean a school for bringing people 
up to normal. He said he was try- 
ing to emphasize the word pre para- 
tion and drop the word training 
because of an important difference 
between training and education. 
“You can train a horse or a seal to 
do many things but we are not 
training in that sense. We are pre- 
paring people to teach.” 


IMPROVING 
PRIMARY WORK 


L"**. year Mrs. Ken McLellan, 

primary supervisor, and Mrs. 
D. A. Deas, a primary teacher, 
combined with the London, On- 
tario, Board of Education to inaug- 
urate an experimental program of 
primary reading and arithmetic 
which saved fifteen backward pu- 
pils from repeating a year. It was 
arranged for Mrs. Deas to go from 
school to school, teaching a few 
pupils from large primary classes. 
These were not subnormal children 
but pupils whe somehow had not 
seemed to be able to learn. Mrs. 
Deas gave the children individual 
attention for half a day and re- 
turned them to their classrooms for 
the balance of the day. She found 
that the recipe for success with her 
pupils was extra attention, reassur- 
ance, encouragement, love, intro- 
duction of games in the teaching 
of arithmetic, and the study of 
phonics. Under this plan, out of 
eighteen pupils who seemed likely 
to repeat, fifteen made enough im- 
provement to pass. 

This year the project is being 
continued, and London’s Assistant 
Superintendent, Mr. A. B. Lucas, 
says the plan’s merit lies in its hap- 
py combination of emphasis on the 
three R’s, simplicity, stress on the 
individual, and ability to interest 
the child. In a blend of the tradi- 
tional and progressive philosophies 
of education, the project’s results 
speak for themselves. 


TEACHERS’ SALARIES 


HE Canadian Bureau of Statis- 

tics has compiled some interest- 
ing facts on Canadian elementary 
school teachers. In 1953, the aver- 
age Canadian teacher’s salary was 
$2,510. While this compared favor- 
ably with our 1945 average of 


$1,207, it was encouraging to hear 
Mr. George G. Croskery, Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Canadian Teach- 
ers’ Federation, comment that this 
national pay rate showed much 
room for improvement when the 
rising cost of living during this pe- 
riod was taken into consideration. 

This salary figure would be some- 
what reduced and more accurate if 
Quebec’s 27,530 teachers were in- 
cluded in the returns. Unfortunate- 
ly, Quebec’s Department of Educa- 
tion does not file teacher statistics 
with the Federal Bureau. 

There are about 96,500 Canadian 
elementary teachers. Teaching is 
obviously becoming more appealing 
to men because the number of men 
teachers has more than doubled 
since the war. Last year an esti- 
mated 30 per cent of Canadian 
teachers were men. 

Teachers in British Columbia re- 
ceived an average of $3,510, the 
highest in Canada. Alberta’s teach- 
ers were paid second highest with 
$2,781, and Ontario’s pedagogues 
ranked a close third with $2,771. 
Then followed Manitoba with an 
average of $2,136; Saskatchewan 
$2,132; Nova Scotia $1,793; New 
Brunswick $1,740; Prince Edward 
Island $1,365; and Newfoundland 
$1,199. 

Teachers in Canadian cities re- 
ceived the highest average salaries, 
with Toronto’s teachers being the 
best paid, followed by Windsor and 
London. 

The Bureau estimates that about 
10 per cent leave the profession 
every year. 

In passing, it is interesting to 
note that across the line the New 
York State Teachers’ Association 
recommends a salary range of 


$3,600 to $8,500, 


COMIC BOOKS 


HE Executive Secretary of the 

Canadian Education Associa- 
tion, Mr. F. K. Stewart, is advo- 
cating the widespread reading by 
teachers of the strikingly titled 
book, The Seduction of the In- 
nocent, written by Dr. Frederic 
Wertham. This four-hundred-page 
book, published for four dollars by 
Clark Irwin, is subtitled “The In- 
fluence of Comic Books on To-day’s 
Youth.” Noting their mass circu- 
lation, low price, and easy accessi- 
bility in almost every small store, 
the author describes them as a re- 
tooling for illiteracy and a design 
for delinquency. Mr. Stewart be- 
lieves that the comic-book problem 
is of greater magnitude amongst 
children from seven to fourteen 
years than is generally recognized 
or admitted, and that there is need 
for authoritative parental and child 
guidance in this field. 








An Ungraded Room Devel- 
oped a Play as a Project 


(Continued from page 55) 





SANTA—I didn’t ask you that, Spunky. 
I said I am in a pretty kettle of fish. 
That means I’m in a stew. In other 
vords, I'm on the spot. 

SPUNKY—Is something 
you? 


troubling 


SANTA—That’s putting it mildly, 
Spunky. What kind of stuffed, cuddly 
toys do we have on hand? 

SPUNKY—Oh, the usual ones—dogs, 
rabbits, pandas, Teddy bears. 

SANTA—Don't we have anything new? 

sPUNKY—Not a thing, Sir. 

SANTA—And I haven't any new ideas 
in that field. Have you? 

SPUNKY shaking his head sadly 
None at all, Sir. In fact, I am having 
so much trouble in the workshop now, 
that I don’t see how we're going to get 
everything finished, to say nothing of 
developing a new product 

SANTA~Trouble in the workshop? 
What in the world is the matter? 

sPUNKY—Well, it’s this way, Santa 
The Brownies and Elves say they can’t 
make the new toys as fast as the old 
All the educational toys take a 
lot of time and skill. 

SANTA—Yes, Spunky, I can see that 
you have a real problem. By the way, 
when you go back to your department 
please ask the Snow Man to come 
here. 

Spuky exits and Santa paces back 
and forth.) 
SOFTY 
you wanted to see me, Sit 
erything is satisfactory. 
SANTA—Satisfactory? 
every morning last week. 

sorry—Oh, dear me! So I was. But 
I had suc h You see, 
Mr. Santa, every morning on my way 
to work, I pass little Billy Barclay’s 


ones. 


(enters 


Spunky told m«¢ 
I hope ev- 


You were late 


a good reason. 


house. You know little Billy Barclay, 
don’t you? 
SsANTA—Of course, I know him. But | 


what has he to do with your case? 
sorTLy—Well, ever since Billy had 
polio, he has been wanting to build a 
snow man, but of course he couldn’t. 
Then last Sunday he had his chance 
There was a snowstorm and Billy and 
his dad built quite a nice snow man 
even though Billy couldn't walk 
around. By Monday morning, it was 
badly melted and out of shape; so this 
week I’ve just been helping his mother 
fool Billy a little bit. 
SANTA—Fool him? How? 
sorry—Well, you see, every morning 
his mother helps Billy walk to the front 
window. It hurts him to walk but he | 
does it just to see the snow man. 
sANTA—But I thought you said it 
was melted the very first day. 
sorry—It was. But I’ve been taking 
its place. I stand in the front yard 
until Billy has looked out the window, 
and then I hurry to work. 
SANTA—Very thoughtful of you, 
Softy. Under the circumstances, | 
guess we'll have to excuse you. 
MRS. SANTA (enters carrying a white 


| 


Teddy bear)—Santa! Santa! Look! 
Look! 
SANTA—What’s the matter? 


MRS. SANTA—I was just down in the 
workshop and what do you think | 
found? Three thousand Teddy bears | 
ruined, just ruined. 

SsANTA—Who did it? Who is respon- | 
sible? 

MRS. 
Mickey. 

sANTA—Impossible. Mickey isa very | 
careful worker. He never makes mis- 
takes. 

MPS. SANTA—Well, he did this time. 
He forgot to refill the spray gun with 
brown paint instead of white and now 
we have three thousand Teddy bears 


that don’t look like Teddy bears. 


SANTA—Spunky says it was 





SANTA—This is terrible! I can’t un- 
derstand it. 

sorry—I can. Mickey, the poor lad, 
had a toothache. It just melted my 
heart to see him suffer, so I told him 
to run along to the dentist and I would 
work the spray gun. I forgot all about 
changing the paint. 

SANTA—Then it was your fault! I 
might have known! Well, you're fired. 

MRS. SANTA—But, Santa, you can’t 
fire Softy. We couldn't get along with- 
out him. MRS 

sanTa—I could get along very well 
without him. 


SPUNKY 


yet, Santa? 
ing in. 


SANTA 








WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET 
“FATIGUE vs EFFICIENCY” 


American Bottlers 
of Carbonated Beverages 


WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 


of the Soft Drink industry 


} 


The National Association 








The American Bottlers of Carbon- 
ated Beverages is a non-profit asso- 
ciation of manufacturers of bottled 
soft drinks, with members in every 
State. Its purposes...to improve 
production and distribution meth- 
ods through education and research, 
and to promote better understand- 
ing of the industry and its products. 














(Mrs. Santa mentions a series of | 
thoughtful acts performed by the soft- 
hearted snow man.) 

SANTA—But he’s 
That's the trouble. 


too soft-hearted. 


Pardon me, but 
have you thought of a new cuddly toy 
More requests are pour- 


enters ) 


SANTA—No, no, Spunky, I simply 
can't think of a new toy that would be 
soft and squashy. 


have known something was bothering 
you because you were so cross. 
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didn’t you ask me? Something soft 
and squashy, did you say? Why, that 
isn’t hard at all. Now what is the soft- 
est squashiest thing we have around 
here? 

SANTA—I don’t know. 

MRS. SANTA—You don’t know! Why, 
you re looking right at him. 

SANTA—You mean Softy here? 

MRS. SANTA—Yes. I do mean Mr. 
Snow Man. 

SANTA—But he isn’t a toy. 

sorry—I'd like to be a toy. In fact, 
I can feel my heart melt right now at 

Continued on page 70) , 




















me! I might 
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GOOD BALANCE... 


KEEPS THEM 
ON THE JOB 


Whatever his occupation, the active worker 
needs good physical balance to stay on the job. 








AND THERE’S 
FLUID BALANCE, TOO! 


Good fluid balance has that same importance to 
our health... day in and day out. 

The average person requires about two quarts of 
liquid a day; active youngsters need considerably 
more. On a hot day, or during strenuous work or ‘ 
play, fluid loss occurs at an even faster rate. These 
fluids must be replaced continually in the interest of 
good fluid balance in the body. . . prerequisite to 
sustained vigor, good muscle tone, healthy digestion 
and proper elimination. 

Insufficient intake means poor fluid balance... 
resulting in digestive upsets, loss of appetite, head- 
ache, inability to work or concentrate... absenteeism. 

A sound recommendation is to relieve the monot- 
ony of the daily fluid replacement program. A fre- 
quent bottle of cool, carbonated soft drink will do 
this .. . pleasantly and effectively. Besides helping to 
maintain important fluid balance, these zestful drinks 
brighten the viewpoint, stimulate the appetite . . . offer 
a ready source of extra energy. Recognized by doctors 
as having these distinctly physiological benefits, car- 
bonated soft drinks are served to patients regularly 
in many of our hospitals. 
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CAN'T 
SKID! 







New Kind 
of Latex 


TEACHERS ia 


c%> Chitdren put on ALONE $ 
Qi a) ‘eth berg 


TO TOTES anti 


» 


_ 0 acquaint you with these 
i) “L. a ar new easy-to-put-on 
| latex rubbers, we'll gladly 
* send you a pair FREE. 


Use as “emergency spares” for children 
forget their own 


better foot-health habits 


NOTHING TO BUY — NO OBLIGATION 


who 
. and to help you in teaching 


Just send us your name and address and the 
name and address of your favorite shoe or 
department store. We'll mail your free “totes” 
direct to you, postpaid, as part of our national 
advertising campaign. They will be slight im- 
perfects of regular 98c “totes” but waterproof 
and 100 wearable. 15,000 teachers now using 
these handy new overshoes. Get a pair for your 
class too while free supply lasts! A 


TEACHERS: For Yourself: ,4, [') 


Get yourself ready for cold, wet FOR 
days. Women's nationally famous $1.00 / 
totes,” regularly $2.98 if perfect, aa 
yours TWO PAIRS for just $1.00 f 


These are slight irregulars but 
waterproof, 100% 
buy “totes” in stores at $2.98 
advertise and save. But hurry 
Rush $1.00 with shoe sizes, and 30c in 


cover postage to S0-L0 MARX RUBBER CO., 


wearable 


Millions of women 
Now help us 
quantities limited. 
coin to 


Loveland 31, 0 












ages THE IDEAL 
VB ART CRAFT 


Bift Projet 


Design and decorate these at- 
tractive, useful TEA TILES - 
WALL PLAQUES. Easily colored - full 6” 
diameter. Excellent for personalized—dis- 


tinctive gifts. Your choice 

2 5 Round, Square, Octagon art 
or Assorted. axraa 

COLORFUL CRAFTS CATALOG listing many 

attractive-items-all ready for designing and 


aie 
















SANDUSKY, OHIO 








A Program in 4 Weeks 
THE HARMONY BAND 


See outside back cover of October 
issue or send for free information 


HANDY-FOLIC MUSIC CO. 


2821 WN. 9th St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 














PINKING SHEARS 


postpaid. Chromium plated, 
urer's Christmas overstock 
Order by mail 


Only $1.95 

made. Manvfact 
$7.95 value or money refunded 
Surplus Sales, 1704 W. Farwell Ave 


precision 
Guaranteed 
Lincoln 
. Chicago 26, Il 








Public School Music 


Learn at Home 


Music is important... 
to you and your pupils! It establishes firmer leader 
ship and builds group feeling. At home in spare 
time learn new, improved methods to teach 
YOUR class. See how easily you lead them . . as 
they enthuse over musical routines, Create new inter 
ext in the classroom. Thi s the ONLY Home Study 
School wi BACHE oF 


with courses leading to the 
USIC degree, Check you are 
mail coupon for lesson and 
obligation. 


illustrated 


UNIVERSITY EXTENSION CONSERVATORY 
Dept. E 549, 2000 So. Michigan, Chicago 16, fl. 





= Pub. Schoo! Mus. (Beginner's) ) Violin 

\. Pub. School Mus. (Supervisor's) Guitar 

n| Fiano, Teacher's Normal Course Mandolin 

*lanc, Student's Course Clarinet 

Ear Training & Si ~ Singing \] Sax 

. Hist. & Anal. of Mi Cornet-Trumpet 
Adv. Composition ]) Prof. Cornet-Tpt 
Dble. Counterpoint C) Choral Conduct! ne 

) Harmony © Dance Arranging 
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The Christmas Treatment 


(Continued from page 32) 


has given us special permission to have 


the lights on for an extra fifteen min- 
utes tonight so that we 
our acts.” 
“Fifteen 
disgustedly. 


can practice 
minutes!” thought Peggy 
Having the lights turned 
off so early was one of the things that 
she hated most about being in the hos- 
pital. She had protested from the very 
beginning that it was unfair to put her 


with smaller children, but the rule 
seemed to be that if you were up to 
twelve years of age, you still belonged 


in the children’s ward and Peggy was 
Just twelve. 

As the supper trays were about to 
Bucky wheeled his chair beside 
Peggy's bed. “How about if we grown 
ups eat together tonight?” he asked 
“Last Christmas Eve I didn’t have 
such distinguished company. The next 
oldest person here was about seven. 

“Eat wherever you want to. I don’t 
care,” said Peggy ungraciously. 

“Look, Peggy,’ said Bucky, “you 
can’t feel like that. Tomorrow is 
Christmas, and if we don’t do some- 
thing about it, it’s going to be an aw 
ful sad place around here. The par 
ents cant come to visit until 
o'clock and I know from experienc: 
that Christmas morning is awfully long 
for these littl kids if something 
doesn’t happen to perk them up.” 

“Well, 
Peggy. 

Sure it’s 
Just the 


arrive, 


two 


it's not my problem,” said 
Bucky. 
We're 
Nurse 


been 


yours,” replied 
mine. 


here. 


same as it is 
the two oldest ones in 
srighton said that haven't 
out of bed today and you're 
out tor twenty minutes so I'm expect- 
ing you to help me with the rehearsal 
tonight 

“And you'd better think of 


you 
allowed 


a gor vd 


funny story to tell tomorrow. You 
know, one with plenty of Santa Claus 
in it,” he added with a grin. 


Peggy was determined not to help, 
but Bucky just seemed to take it for 
granted, and after supper found 
herself putting on her robe and slip- 


she 


ers 
: “You take the jugglers and the 
tightrope walker,” whispered Bucky, 
and I'll do the rest.” 

First Peggy put on the record and 


the children counted out the music. 
One, two, three, four; one, two, three, 
jour, 

“Now,” said Peggy, “every time the 
music says one you're going to throw 
the ball at the other fella.” 

What if we can’t catch piped 
up Millie. 

Don’t worry about that. I will 


pick it up for you and you will just 
go on as if nothing had happened,” 
Peggy replied. 

One, three, four, went the mu- 
sic and back and forth went the ball. 
who was waiting to practice 
clapped his hands 


two, 


limmie, 
his tightrope 
appreciatively. 


act, 


As Millie threw the ball, Peggy 
thoucht how wise Bucky had been 
For weeks Nurse Brighton had been 


trving to get Millie to exercise her arm 


and now she was doing it without even 
thinking 

“It's your turn,” Peggy 
Timmie as she helped him buckle on 
He had been walking only 
and he 


said to 


the braces 
weeks with his crutches, 
went uncertainly to the center of the 
room with Peggy guiding him. Down 
the center of the floor, Nurse Brighton 
had made a long line with red 
poster paint 

‘Look, Timmie,” said 
lenly feeling happier than she had for 
several days, “you and I are going to 
walk all the way down this line just 
like a tightrope walker in the circus.” 


two 


some 


Peggy, sud- 
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Timmie looked a little uncertain, 
but he grasped his crutches more firm- 
ly, and took one faltering step after 
another. 

‘That’s wonderful,” said Peggy en- 
couraging him, and when he had 
reached the end of the line she added, 
“I wouldn't be surprised if you'd be a 
tightrope walker at the circus 
day.” When Timmie went all the way 
back on the line himself, Peggy helped 
his braces and get back 


some- 


him remove 
into bed 
In the 


bubble blowing, 


meantime there was singing, 
and other practicing 


going on all over the room. When the 
rehearsal was over, Peggy was tired 
but happy, and once again Bucky 


wheeled up beside her. 

“Go Bucky,” she said pretend- 
ing to be “I have my Christmas 
to think about.” 


way, 


cross, 


story 
“You can do that after the lights 
are out,” Bucky replied. “I just want 


to tell you what a swell job you did. 
I watched you out of the corner of 
my eye.” 

“I didn’t do 
did,” replied Peggy. 
all up in the first place.” 


half as much as you 
“You thought it 
Then she 








SANTA WITH A 3-D BEARD 


Evenly cut spirals of paper may be 
used in a decorative manner for 
beard and hair on a jolly Santa 


face for room decoration. Paste 
spirals on to stand out like a 
spring. Sister M. Terese 





looked at Bucky curiously. “How long 
have you been here?” 

Bucky smiled a little ruefully. “I 
came when | eleven,” he said, 
“and I'll be thirteen next week.” 

Peggy little shocked. “You 
mean this is your second Christmas 
here?” she asked. 

“Yes,” replied Bucky, and added 
little sadly, “I guess I'll have a third 
Christmas here But then his face 
broke out in a smile. “But don’t wor- 
ry,’ he said, “even when I get to be 
thirteen, I'm still going to stay here in 
the children’s ward. It keeps me 
young, you know.” 

Peggy looked at him in frank ad- 
miration. “I don’t know how you do 
it,” she said. “This afternoon I felt 
so sorry about not going home for 
Christmas that I just turned my head 
to the wall and cried.” 

*That’s 


was 


was a 


too. 


what I came to tell you, 
Peggy,” said Bucky a little awkwardly. 
“Look,” he continued, “last Christ- 
mas I was worse than you were this 


I was mad at everybody, I 
hated being here with a bunch of little 
kids, and I felt that I was just about 
the worst-off guy in the world. Then 
Miss Brighton gave me the Christmas 
treatment.” 

“What's 
ously, 

‘It’s replied Bucky. 
I just want to tell you this,” he con- 
tinued, “the Christmas treatment was 
so wonderful for me that I asked 
Nurse Brighton if you couldn't have it 


afternoon. 


that?” asked Peggy curi- 


a secret,” “But 





” 


too.” And without another word he 
turned and wheeled away. 

A few minutes later Nurse Brighton 
came in briskly to see that everybody 
was ready to go to bed. When she 
came past Peggy’s bed, Peggy asked 
her whether she could have the Christ- 
mas treatment. 

“I can’t promise,” replied Nurse 
Brighton. “But I'll see what I can 
do.” Then she turned off the lights 
and went her way. 

Peggy lay in the dark for a few mo- 
ments making up her story and finally 
she turned over and went to sleep. 
Her bed was by the door and at one 
o'clock when Nurse Brighton came in 
to make the rounds, she woke up. 

“Don’t tell me you’re awake,” said 
the nurse as she paused by her bed to 
see that she was covered. 

“TI have been asleep, but I’m wide 
awake replied Peggy. “What 
time is it?” 

“It’s one o'clock,” 

Golly, then 
Peggy 

The nurse looked at her for a min- 
ute as if she was trying to make up 
her mind. “Peggy,” she whispered 
softly, “put on your robe and slippers 
and come outside the door as quietly 
as you can. 

As they went down the hall togeth- 
er, Nurse Brighton frowned. “This 
isn’t exactly according to the hospital 


now, 


replied the nurs« 


it’s Christmas,” said 


rules,” she said, “but I said I would 
if I could and there is one, so come 
on.” 

Bewildered, Peggy followed Miss 
Brighton to the elevator, They went 
up two floors, and down the hall. 
Nurse Brighton went into the nursery 


and soon appeared at the big window. 
She had put on a gown over her uni- 
form and had tied a mask over her 
face. In her arms she held a tiny ba- 
by up to the window for Peggy to see. 
She showed her its hands so that Peggy 
could look at the little fingers and then 
she removed the bootees from the lit- 
tle feet so that Peggy could see the lit- 
tle toes. Tears came Peggy's eyes 
as she watched the sleeping baby, just 
a half hour old and so content in 
Nurse Brighton’s arms. Then Nurse 
Brighton put the baby back in its bas- 
sinet and rejoined Peggy. 

“That's a Christmas baby, 
“Born on Christmas Day. 
wonderful? 


” she said. 
Isn’t it 


Christmas are ail- 
ways special to me,” continued Nurse 
Brighton. “I have a friend who’s a 
nurse here in the ward and she always 
calls me as soon as one is born. 

“Last year,” she continued, “I had 
worried for weeks about Bucky Fox. 
He was in the doldrums so much that 
I just didn’t know what to do, Then 
I brought him up here to see a Christ- 
mas baby and he seemed to be better 
after that.” 

“I guess he realized too that it’s be- 
cause people are good and kind and 
loving and want to help other people 
that hospitals are such wonderful 
places,” answered Peggy soberly. 

‘That's right,” Nurse Brighton re 


“Babies born on 


plied. 

“And I should be grateful, too, 
Peggy continued. 

The nurse went back to the ward 


with her and helped her settle in bed 
once more, 

“Thank you for the Christmas treat- 
ment,” whispered Peggy. “Can I call 
my mother tomorrow morning the first 
thing and let her know that I’m really 
happy?” she asked. 

“I couldn’t think of a better idea,’ 
replied Nurse Brighton. “I'll leave a 
note at the charge desk and you can 
do it the first thing in the morning.” 

“Merry Christmas,” Peggy whis- 
pered as she turned over to go to 
sleep. 





Father Pays the Bills 
(Continued from page 62) 


MOTHER (to Father) —Isn’t that just 
grand, dear? So thoughtful. (Walks 
over to Father.) Don’t you think so, 
dear? 

FATHER (inattentive)—Yes, dear. 

MRS. JONES—Of course you will 
want to make a donation. (Takes out 
a little notebook and leafs through, 
pretending to find name.) You were 
so generous last year. May I put you 
down for the same amount? 

MOTHER—Let’s see. I think we gave 
fifteen dollars, didn’t we? 

MRS. JONES—Yes, that’s right. 

MOTHER (to Father)—Dear! Mrs. 
Jones is collecting for the children’s 
hospital. 

FATHER (vaguely)—Yes, dear. 

MOTHER—We gave fifteen dollars 
last year. Do you think we can do 
the same again? 

FATHER (still reading)—Yes, dear. 
(Jumps up, yelling.) Fifteen dollars! 
(More calmly.) Oh, I guess so. 
(Takes out billfold.) My wallet will 
soon be worn out at this rate. (Hands 
money to Mrs. Jones.) 

(Girls whisper excitedly. 

MRS. JONES—Thank you so much. 
(Exits, escorted to door by Mother.) 

MOTHER (turning to girls)—Well, 
girls, it’s late. You'd better get ready 
for bed. 

IRENE (smiling)—All right, Mother. 

JANICE (closing catalogue, leaving 
list on top)—We've just finished our 
Christmas list. 

Girls say good night to their par- 
ents and exit.) 

MOTHER (looks at wrist watch) 
Well, I guess Pll go up. The girls 
will hurry faster if they know I’m in 
my room. Don't read too late. 

FATHER—No, I'll just finish this ar- 
ticle. (Continues to read after Mother 
exits. Finally puts the paper down.) 
Well, I guess I'll turn in. (Takes off 
his tie. Takes out his wallet, open 
it, and shows empty inside to audi- 
ence.) Pretty flat! Guess I'll have to 
draw from my special savings account 
to see me through Christmas. (Walks 
over to table, sees the girls’ Christmas 
list, and picks it up.) Hmm! What's 
this? The girls must have ieft their 
list. Well, I guess it won’t hurt to 
take a peek, since I'll be paying most 
of the bills anyway. (Picks list up and 
reads_ aloud.) “Margaret—hankies, 
Mother-—slippers, Father—” Pauses 
and looks at audience.) Now what do 
vou think of that? They see that I 
am having to spend all my money, so 
they plan to buy me a new billfold. 


The Double-Barred Cross 
(Continued from page 34) 


everyone wanted to see the picture of 
Einar Holboell. 

When Gerda went home for lunch 
she told her mother what had hap- 
pened that morning. As a result, her 
classmates were invited to come that 
afternoon. 

Later that day Gerda was as sur- 
prised as her friends when she opened 
the door at home. There was the ta- 
ble covered with Mother’s linen table- 
cloth with the Tonder lace edge 
Gerda knew his cloth was never used 
except on very important occasions. 
In the center of the table stood the 
Kranze Kage, and a pile of their best 
blue and white china plates stood 
near by. 

The children looked at the picture 
and listened to Gerda’s father tell 


about Holboell’s going to the King of 
Denmark with his idea of putting a 
one-cent stamp on Christmas pack- 
to help needy 
He even pre- 


ages, to raise money 
children who were ill. 











dicted that maybe money enough for 
a hospital could be accumulated in 
this way. 

“I bet Denmark was proud of a 
smart man like that,” exclaimed Joe 
Jumpter. 

“Grandfather says the United States 
is proud of him, too,” Lars added. 
“Twenty years later he was enter- 
tained here.” 

Before moving away from the pic- 
ture, Miss Gage told the children how 
Jacob Riis, a writer in New York, had 
received a letter from his home town in 
Denmark with one of Einar Holboell’s 










PROJECT 
IN BROAD 


stamps on it. Remembering his six 
brothers who had died from tubercu- 
losis, he wrote an article for a mag- 
azine describing Denmark’s success 
with the inexpensive little stamp. 

Mary Lou interrupted, “If Mr. 
Holboell started the idea in Denmark 
who started it here?” 

“That's a good question,” Miss Gage 
replied, as she briefly outlined an an- 
swer for Mary Lou and the others. 

“A doctor cousin of Miss Emily P. 
Bissell asked her help in raising money 
for his little hospital where he was 
trying to help patients with TB, as 
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tuberculosis is sometimes called. Re- 
calling the Riis article, Miss Bissell 
designed the first stamps, which were 
put on sale in the United States in 
1967, at Wilmington, Delaware. Until 
1920 each stamp had a Red Cross on 
it, but that year the National Tuber- 
culosis Association adopted the double- 
barred cross as the emblem of the 
crusade against tuberculosis.” 

This had been a long speech, but 
the teacher could tell that the chil- 
dren and Gerda’s parents had eagerly 
listened to the story she'd told. 

(Continued on page 72) 
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School Master 500 


Dual-Purpose Projector 
Single Frame Filmstrips ¢ 2x2 Slides 


Teachers and administrators everywhere know 
the brilliant performance, versatility and rugged 
construction of the School Master 500. 500-watt 
lamp, super-blower cooling, trunion-type ele- 
vating. Uni-way threading, finger-tip framing. 
Aperture plates for added protection to film- 
strips. Switch from filmstrips to slides in 7 
seconds! New rewind take-up* accessory auto- 
matically returns filmstrips to original container, 
ready for next showing. Complete with carrying 
case and heavy duty horizontal transverse slide 
carrier, $98.50. Projector only, $84.50. School 
Master 300, only, with all major features— 
300-watt lamp, $64.50. 
either model $5.95 additional.) 


New SVE Catalog and Booklet 
Hundreds of Filmstrips and Slide 
Sets listed and described. indexed 
for easy selection. Send for your 
copy today. 

“Teaching with a Filmstrip"—an 
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interesting and informative booklet. 
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REWARD 


If you would like to be more suc- 
cessful, remember. that success is 
not a gift, but a reward! If you 
would like to improve your ability 
to influence others, or advance in 
your chosen profession, then you 
must learn to emphasize your own 
latent abilities. Study Napoleon 
Hill’s “Science Of Success.”” You 
will see how to abolish imaginary 
limitations, how to develop your 
own courage, poise and initiative 
Write Dept. IN for free “Personal 
Analysis Questionnaire,” Napole- 
on Hill Institute, (A Division of 
the W. Clement Stone Organiza- 
tion), 5316 Sheridan Road, Chi- 


cago 40, Illinois. 


‘The Perry Pictures 
FOR CHILDREN EVERYWHERE 


Excellent as Christ- 
mas gifts and a source 
of enjoyment to chil- 
dren of al! ages 





Lovely sepia copies 
of fine art, at ONLY 
TWO CENTS each for 
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For 60 cents, a spe- 
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Christmas story Na- 
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Metalcraft, Glass etching, 
Metal etching, etc. 


Basketry, 
Block printing 


For prompt service write 
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Catalog of over 150 nations to: 
FOLKWAYS RECORDS, 

117 West 46th St., New York City, N.Y. 











| 68 | 


A Gift of Love 
(Continued from page 31) 


she entered the house, his ankle seemed 
more swollen than ever. “Perhaps I 
could get a cloth and bandage it,” she 
suggested 

“It wouldn't make any difference,” 
Anton replied. “I cannot walk on it 
for I tried it when you were not here 
so you wouldn't see how much it hurt 
Besides there's the pain in my stomach 
and in my head and I feel dizzy 

“You must go at once, Antoinette. 
Go to the head chorister’s office and 
tell him that I will be unable to sing 
tonight.” 

“But what will he do?” Antoinette 
asked, “It is you who lead the pro 
You march right behind the 
acolytes. It is your voice that keeps 
everyone on the tune and it is your 
voice that leads in the singing of the 
m Ass.” 

“I know,” said Anton sadly. 

“Who could do the solos?” his sister 
“not just the Kyrie but all 


cession 


continued, 
of them?” 

Anton stared at her suspiciously 

How do you know?” 

“Oh, Anton,” replied Antoinette, 
“don’t think ill of me but this after- 
noon I stole into the cathedral. I got 
there early.” 

Anton frowned How could you 
have? You must have been there four 
hours and it is cold in the cathedral!” 

That didn’t matter,” Antoinette 
said I hid and watched every bit 
of it, and it was so beautiful and I 
was so proud of you.” 

Big tears came into Anton’s eyes 
“Well, you’re not proud of me now,” 
he said. “For months I have been 
practicing and now I cannot go.” 

“Try again,” begged Antoinette. 
“Perhaps you would feel better if you 
walked a bit.” 

Bravely Anton tried to get to his 
feet, but he was unable to take even a 
single step 

“I can’t, Antoinette,” he said with 
a sob. “I just can’t. You must go 
and tell him.” 

Antoinette got her shawl again and 
pulled it around her head and started 
for the door. Then she turned reso- 
lutely to Anton 

“Listen,” she said, and she began to 
sing the Kyrie. Anton nodded his head 
in approval as she finished. 

“If I shut my eyes, I would think 
that it was I who was singing,” he said. 

“T know it as well as you do, do I 
not?” asked Antoinette. 

“Yes,” replied Anton, thinking how 
each week as he had come from choir 
school he had shared with Antoinette 
the music he had learned. “But the 
You had best go without 
any more waiting.” 

[Then Antoinette pulled the shawl 
from her head and faced her brother 

Anton, if you can’t sing tonight, why 
can't I go to take your place?” 

“You!” said Anton in surprise. “You 
know that no girl ever sings in the 
choir. What would the men think 
what would the people think with a 
girl leading the procession?” 

“They wouldn’t know, Anton,” re- 
plied his sister. “I look so much like 


time is short 


you.” 

“But your hair,” said Anton. 

“You can cut it,” she said. “Then I 
will put on your clothes and no one 
will ever know.” 

“It would be a lie, it would be 
wrong,” said Anton slowly, “and what 
if you made a mistake?” 

“But I know everything I should do, 
Anton,” said Antoinette. “Remember, 
I watched the rehearsal and haven't I 
for months been singing all the parts 
as you taught them to me?” 

“It wouldn't be right,” said Anton. 

“Didn't you say the chorister needed 
someone to sing tonight—that two boys’ 
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voices had changed?” she reminded 
him, and before he could say any more 
she ran to get the scissors. 

“Here,” she said, “I will sit beside 
you and you cut my hair.” 

“What will Father and Mother say 
if you cut off your hair?” asked Anton. 

“Don’t think of that,” Antoinette re- 
plied. “Just take the scissors.” 

The room was silent except for the 
snipping. Finally Anton stopped and 
surveyed her. 

“It’s a terrible thing I have done,” 
he said. “Father and Mother will nev- 
er forgive me.” 

“Don’t worry,” Antoinette replied. 
“Just tell me again everything I must 
do, so that I'm sure I won’t make a 
mistake.” As she spoke she brought 
some clean pieces of white cloth. 

“What is that for?” asked Anton. 

“To bandage my ankle,” she replied. 
“The boys brought you home and they 
know that your ankle is sore and swol- 
len. They might suspect something if 
I don’t have it bandaged.” 

Anton began to rehearse the program 
with Antoinette, but the pain seemed 
to get greater and greater and she 
bade him stop. 





SANTA FACES 


Draw Santa large on a white pa- 
per with orange chalk. Combine 
salt and flour in equal proportions. 
Mix part of it with red powder 
paint, part with green (for ever- 
greens), and leave some white for 
Santa's beard and hat trimming. 
Spread with the fingers after it 
has been mixed with enough water 
to make a workable mixture. Make 
definite lines with a knife. Allow 


it to dry. Joyce Horvath 
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“If I must leave you,” she said, “let 
me help you get to bed.” 

“I couldn't,” replied Anton with a 
groan, “I could never get up the 
steps. 

“Then I will fix a bed here by the 
fire,” she replied. 

She brought a pillow and a blanket 
and when she had made him as com- 
fortable as she could, she ladled a cup 
of broth. 

“Try and drink this for me,” she 
said, and she fed it to him spoon by 
spoon. Finally Anton drank it, and his 
head sank back on the pillow in ex- 
haustion. 

\ few moments later he was asleep 
ind Antoinette tiptoed from the room. 
Quickly she removed her shoes and 
climbed the steps. She undressed and 
put on the clothes she had laid out for 
Anton. 

Her eyes filled with tears when she 
saw the haircut Anton had given her, 
but bravely she wet her hair a bit, 
parted it, and tried to comb it back 
to resemble his. “There,” she thought, 
as she gave it one last pat, “if I 





didn’t know I was Antoinette, I would 
think I was Anton.” As she tiptoed 
down the stairs she cou! hear the 
church bells. She put on his jacket 
and cap, opened the door, and stole 
away from the house. 

As Antoinette went toward the ca- 
thedral, she was suddenly frightened. 
“What if I make a mistake? What if 
the boys know that I am not Anton?” 

As she reached the corner, she saw 
Richard and a couple of other boys. 
“This is the test,” she thought. 

“How is the ankle?” Richard want- 
ed to know. 

“It’s much better,” she replied. “I 
have it tightly bandaged and I think 
I will be all right.” 

“Good for you,” said Richard, 
gravely. “I was worried for fear you 
wouldn’t come tonight, and I don’t 
know what we would have done with- 
out you.” 

Antoinetie’s courage was bolstered 
as she walked along with the boys. It 
was easy not to talk because they had 
lots to say. She made sure that they 
went into the door first and she fol- 
lowed. They hung their coats outside 
the dressing room and she hung Anton’s 
jacket and cap alongside Richard’s. 

The sacrister gave each boy his robe 
and freshly laundered surplice and 
soon the choir was assembled in the 
vestry. Father Martin came down the 
steps and looked over the boys and 
there was quiet. He raised his hand 
and prayed, asking God’s blessing on 
the service that was about to take place. 
Antoinette scarcely heard what he said 
for she had prayers of her own—that 
Anton would be all right and that she 
would take his place as she should in 
the service. 

The acolytes came, holding their 
large torches and soon all the priests 
and the crucifer had assembled. 

Antoinette heard the strains of the 
organ. She knew the cathedral was 
full of people. The music for the pro- 
cession started and to her surprise she 
heard her voice ringing out true and 
clear. Slowly the line began to move. 
As she followed the acolytes she for- 
got to be afraid. 

It was not until she reached the choir 
loft that she began to think of the 
solo in the Kyrie. She looked down at 
the beautiful church with its candle 
lights and lovely Christmas decorations. 
Bravely she opened the music and wait- 
ed for the organ. Always, before, the 
strains of the Kyrie had seemed beau- 
tiful and this time was no exception. 

Antoinette watched for the chorister 
to give her the signal as she had seen 
Anton do at the rehearsal. She won- 
dered if she could be heard through- 
out the great cathedral but she noticed 
that the organ was playing very quietly 
and all the people seemed to be listen- 
ing. When it was over, the boy who 
sat beside her seemed to nod his ap- 
proval and she felt satisfied. There 
was just the mass now and the Te Deum 
and then the recessional, and it would 
all be over. 

Antoinette listened as Father Martin 
preached the sermon. He reminded the 
people that Christmas was a time for 
love, and that if they had any wrong 
in their hearts they should rid them- 
selves of it before Christmas Day 
began. 

When the sermon was over, once 
again the organ swelled into joyous 
music of the recessional. Antoinette 
held her music in her right hand and 
her candle in her left, and as she got 
to the bottom of the steps, the candles 
were lighted. In a few minutes the 
choir was back in the vestry. 

Quickly the boys removed their 
robes. This was Christmas Eve and 
they were in a hurry to get home. 
Many had parents waiting outside the 
door. 


(Continued on page 72) 









What Are Transistors? 
(Continued from page 36) 






Most types are smaller than a piece 
of candy coated chewing gum. 

2. They use very little power. 

3. They have very long lives. In 
laboratory tests some have already 
been used night and day for four years 
and are still good. 

4, They are extremely rugged be- 
cause of their solid construction. 

5. They have no warm-up period. 
They work the instant the switch is 
on. 


America, which has often been ac- | 


cused of placing importance on the 
bigness of things, may now become the 
leader in the production of miniatures 
—tiny electric devices of all kinds—all 
because of the discovery of transistors. 


Seme Activities 


1, Visit a radio or television repair | 


shop and see if the operator has a 


transistor to show you. Have him show 


you a tube it might have replaced. 
Compare the two in size and in other 
ways. 

2. Obtain an old radio tube and 
draw its actual size on a paper. Then 
show the comparative size of a trans- 
istor by drawing a small rectangle 


about the size of a kernel of corn to | 


represent the transistor. 


A Dress for Mrs. Santa 
(Continued from page 29) 


asking for dolls with straight hair,” 
said Santa. “Let’s read some of them 
again.” 

“Here’s a letter from Nancy Smith,” 
said one of Santa’s helpers. 


“‘I wonder if you have a doll like the 
one I want. Last year, you brought me 
such a lovely doll. Mrs. Santa Claus 
had curled her hair to make it look so 
pretty. 1 wonder, though, if you have 
a doll with straight hair that I can 
curl, Will you please bring her to me? 
i love to fix hair and I’m afraid to 
touch my last year’s doll because her 
hair is already curled. I'm looking 
forward to Mrs. Santa Claus’ visit. If 
I leave my doll beside the Christmas 
tree, will you please straighten her hair, 
Mrs. Santa Claus? 

On the mantel piece, you will find 
cake and hot chocolate. Stay and rest 


| 








as long as you like. Mother says you | 


are to make yourselves at home. 
Love, 
Nancy’” 


“What a nice letter!” exclaimed Mrs. 
Santa Claus. 

“Ho! Ho! Ho!” 
have an idea now. Take the afternoon 
off, drive into town, and buy the pretti- 
est dress you can find.” 

“But, Santa—” protested his wife. 

“My helpers and I will make home 
permanent kits. Each doll will have 
straight hair and a kit. Then the girls 
can give the dolls permanents. They 
will love the job.” 

“IT can go with you after all!” ex- 
claimed Mrs. Santa Claus happily. 
Then her face slowly clouded. “T’ll 
miss giving the dolls their permanents.” 
Then, her face brightened again. “But 
think how happy we'll make the little 
girls. That’s what counts.” 


chuckled Santa 
Claus. “Thanks to Nancy’s letter, I | 





That afternoon, Mrs. Santa Claus | 


harnessed the reindeer to the sleigh. 
The weather had cleared and it was a 
pleasant afternoon for shopping. 

When Mrs. Santa Claus entered the 
department store’s dress department, 
the salesgirl was eager to help. “I have 
the very dress for you. Wait until you 
see the red and white—” 

“Thank you, but I’m not interested 
in a red and white dress,” interrupted 
Mrs. Santa Claus. “My old dress is 
red and white. I'd like another color 
this time, blue perhaps.” 








Mrs. Santa Claus began trying on 
dresses. As dress after dress failed to 
please her, she decided to look in 
another store. 

As Mrs. Santa Claus was leaving the 
store, she happened to see it. There 
was her dream dress in the window, 
all glittery, shimmery, and blue. Back 
into the store she went. 

When the salesgirl heard about the 
dress, she said, “Certainly, Mrs. Santa 
Claus. I hope it fits you.” 

Mrs. Santa Claus and the salesgirl 
both held their breath when Mrs. Santa 
Claus tried on the dress. Supposing 





it didn’t fit. But it did! It might 
have been made for her especially. 

“Oh!” exclaimed Mrs. en Claus 
as she revolved around and around, 
admiring herself in the mirror. “I'll 
take it!” she sighed happily. 

There was still time to shop for a 
hat and gloves. She had twenty min- 
utes left for a cup of cocoa and a sand- 
wich in the tearoom. 

“Good evening, Mrs. Santa Claus,” 
said the floorwalker when she started 
out of the store just as the bell an- 
nouncing closing time rang. “Merry 
Christmas!” he called. 








“Same to you,” she said gaily, as 
she hurried into the street with the 
other shoppers. 

As Mrs. Santa Claus drove back to 
the North Pole, she began thinking 
about her trip around the world. She 
was truly excited. Christmas was 
everywhere. Even the sleigh bells 
seemed to sing “Jingle Bells,” as she 
drove the reindeer through the moon- 
light. Mr. Santa Claus was happy 
Hundreds of little girls would be happy 
too. They would get dolls with home 
permanent kits, all because Mrs. Santa 
needed a new dress. 





Whatever approach you use in your music edu- 
cation period you'll find this new series, “A Child’s 
Library of Musical Masterpieces,” a certain 
method to evoke an immediate feeling for music 
among your pupils. You will be gratified to realize 
this feeling will stay with them long after they 
have left school desks and books behind. Each 
record presents a great musical composition in its 
original form—performed by a full symphonic 
group. 

To capture and hold the attention of the child, 
a simple story is threaded through the work. The 
story provokes his imagination, helps him to create 
mental associations and thus increases his interest 
in the music. 

Prokofiev's “Love For Three Oranges” is told 
through Homer’s Trojan Horse legend. Other 
albums present delightful stories narrated to the 
music of Tchaikovsky's “Nutcracker Suite,” Bizet’s 
“Carmen,” Glazounov’s “The Seasons,” and Pro- 
kofiev’s “Lieutenant Kije.” 

Designed especially for children from 3 to 9, 
these records enable you to bring the finest master- 
pieces to your classroom. You can be assured they 
will generate a love for music and prove a source 
of satisfaction for your pupils now and for the 
years to come. 
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Current Releases in 





“A CHILD'S LIBRARY OF MUSICAL MASTERPIECES” 


Music from 
PROKOFIEV'S “LOVE FOR THREE ORANGES" 
The Trojan Horse 
TCHAIKOVSKY'S “NUTCRACKER SUITE” 
Chin Chow And The Golden Bird 
Little Abou, The Camel 
Waltz Of The Flowers 
BIZET'S “CARMEN” El Torito, The Little Bull 
GLAZOUNOV'S “THE SEASONS” 
The Seasons (Story of Proserpina and Ceres) 
PROKOFIEV'S “LIEUTENANT KIJE" 
Diana And The Golden Apples 


ALL ALBUMS ON 45 AND 78 RPM 
“A CHILD'S LIBRARY OF MUSICAL MASTERPIECES” AND OTHER CAPITOL 
CHILDREN’S RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE FROM YOUR RECORD DEALER 


No 


No. 


No 


. 3207 


. 3193 
3204 
. 3194 


No. 3195 


No. 









ACTING! DANCING 
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TETO the clown — America's most popular 
for children 6 to 16! Exclusive “Airplane” 
control for real live action. Red broadcloth 
suit: shatterproof and washable TENITE 
molded parts; colors permanent. 15” tall. 
Assembled COMPLETE . only $3.98. 
"BUILD YOUR OWN” Kit, al! materials 
ready cut, instructions, $2.98, or write for 
FREE Catalog of 
# Marionettes colorfully 
pictured. Address 


907 E. 10th, KANSAS CITY6, M0. 


‘YOU NEED... 


‘ED-U-CARDS 
CATALOG 


Durable, attractive, instructive inex- 








pensive games children love to play. 
* for children age 3 to 12 


* Bee the Educational Toy Sec- 
+ tien, Page 83. for informa- 


. tien on Ed-U-Cards Jumbo 

Voluable Anagrams, Farm Lotte and 
Supplements Zoo Lotte .... just three of 
tr Cumveen - tons in “the mew cotalaee 
1 e catalog. 


Write for your free copy. 





164 DUANE ST., 
MEW YORK 13, N.Y. 














KOMPLETE KRAYON 
KOLORING KIT 


$ Crayon Holders 
with Crayons and 







> > 
in Tele-Tagged kit 
SOc sach for 1-11 
450 each for 12-35 
40c each for 36-71 
350 each for 72-143 
30c each for 144 of more 


AUTOMATIC CRAYON COMPAKY 
1429 PINE ST., ST. LOUIS 3, MO. 


oe 





ee eeeereceseseseseeeeeeeees 
GIFT PENCILS 
BY THE GROSS 


144 imprinted, $3.50 Only, Postpaid 

Your Choice of Imprint 
Greetings from (your ows same). Greetings from 
Your Teacher or Your School same or class. 
Full box 1 grows (144) imprinted pencils in assorted 
colors to give pupils: Christmas red, Kelly green, 
chartreuse, Skipper blue, with matching erasera. You 
may have your choice of any one imprint shown 
above. Order several gross today No €C.0.D.'a. Send 
money orler or check 


TO TEACHERS. Surprise gift to each 
7 customer with purchase of 2 goss or 
more penciis. 

















MARY LOUISE 
Dept. I, 15 East Washingten St., Chicago 2, Ill. 
eeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeecceeeeeeeee 


jJune’s ART SHOP 


MATERIALS FOR EACH MONTH 
Pictures— Ideas—Songs— Poems 
Per Packet $1.10 
JUNE C. MEEKS, Des Moines 15, lowa 
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Mr. Mouse Enjoys 
Christmas 


(Continued from page 14) 


you get out of step, I'll bite off your 
best buttons. One—two—three—four. 

(The Bandsmen, pretending to play 
their instruments, march stiffly across 
the stage and back to the tune of “The 
Parade of the Wooden Soldiers.” 
They may be joined by a whole 
Rhythm Band in similar costume.) 

MR. MOUSE (approaching the sleep- 
ing Teddy Bear)—Mr. Moore, will 
you please stand back. I never know 
what this fellow will do when I wind 
him up. (Pulls Teddy Bear up and 
winds him.) Dance, Teddy! 

(To the tune of “Tom Thumb’s 
Toy Drum,” Teddy Bear clumsily 
dances and chases Mr. Mouse, who 
tries to get away from him. Finally, 
Teddy Bear runs down and Mr. Mouse 
leads him back to his seat under the 
Christmas tree.) 

MR. MOUSE—Now, Teddy, I’m only 
supposed to wind you—not dance with 
you. Straightens his costume and 
goes to bow in low fashion before the 
French Doll.) Now, for the pleasant 
work of the evening. Good evening, 
Mademoiselle! 

FRENCH DOLL 
jour. 

MR. MOUSE (getting down on his 
knees with his hands prayerfully fold- 
ed)—Oh, most beautiful of all dolls, 
pray speak to a little mouse. 

FRENCH DOLL—Qui, oui. She rolls 
her eyes. 

MR. MOUSE—Can the most gracious 
lady bend her slender waist? 

French Doll bends over very slow- 
ly and says “Maa—Maa!’’) 

MR. MOUSE (getting up off his knees, 
dusts his suit matter-of-factly)—O.K., 
Sister. Just wanted to know if you 
were in good working order! 

(French Doll twists her head, nods 
at him, and walks stiffly to front of 
stage and back to tune of “Doll 
Dance.” Or she may dance around 
the stage to the music and go back to 
position by mantel.) 

(As Mr. Mouse watches he careless- 
ly leans on Jack-in-the-Box. At end of 
“Doll Dance,” the lid flies up and 
Jack shouts “Boo.” This sends Mr 
Mouse scurrying to the tree until he 
discovers what has made the noise. 

MR. MOUSE (scolding )—Oh, it’s on- 
ly that old Jack-in-the-Box! Get back 
in your box, boy. (He shoves Jack 
back down in his box. Footsteps off 
stage are heard.) Quick, Mr. Moore! 
I do believe the children are still up. 
We must hide at once. (They settle 
down behind the Jack-in-the-Box.) 

(The Children come quietly onto 
the stage while “Jingle Bells” is heard 
softly in the background. They can be 
arranged in groups of boys and girls, 
according to their part in the poem.) 

MR. MOORE (when he sees that there 
are only children present, proudly 
steps forward to the right front of the 
stage )—Good evening, children. 

CHILDREN—Oh, who are you? We 
were looking for Santa Claus! 

mR. MooRE—Well, let’s just say I am 
a Christmas visitor looking forward to 
secing the old gentleman in red, too. 
Would you like to tell me about his 
visits to you? 

CHILDREN—We know a poem called 


(disdainfully)—Bon 


“A Visit from Saint Nicholas.” How 
would that do? ; 
mr. MOORE (smiling)—I couldn't 


think of a better poem even if I wrote 
it myself. But wait! I have a friend 
who claims he has never heard this 
poem! (Goes and gets Mr. Mouse.) 
Now, sit down, Mr. Mouse, and listen 
to every word. 

‘Musical accompaniment on piano 
is heard softly as children begin. See 
note about music on page 14.) 
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CHILDREN 
*Twas the night before Christmas 
when all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, not evena 
mouse! (All point to Mr. Mouse.) 
The stockings were hung by the chim- 
ney with care, 
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would 
be there 
GIRLS 
The children were nestled all snug in 
their beds, 
While visions of sugar plums danced 
through their heads. 
MR. MOORE 
And Mama in her ’kerchief and I in 
my cap 
Had just settled our brains for a long 
winter's nap, 
When out on the lawn there arose such 
a clatter (sound off stage), 
I sprang from my bed to see what was 
the matter. 
Away to the window I flew like a flash, 
Tore open the shutters and threw up 
the sash. 
CHILDREN 
The moon on the breast of the new 
fallen snow 
Gave the lustre of midday to objects 
below. 
MR. MOORE 
When what to my wondering eyes 
should appear, 
But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny 
reindeer, 


Christmas Presents 
Judy Meyer 


It’s lots of fun to get a gift, 
To open it is fun; 

But I enjoy it even more 
When I am giving one. 


Rohe hots 
With a little old driver so lively and 
quick, 
I knew in a moment it must be St. 
Nick! 


CHILDREN— 
More rapid than eagles his coursers 
they came 
And he whistled and shouted and 
called them by name! 
FIRST BOY—Now Dasher! 
SECOND BOoY—Now Dancer! 
rHiIRD BoYy—Now Prancer and Vixen. 
FOURTH BOY—On Comet! 
FIFTH BOY—On Cupid! 
stxtH Boy—On Donder and Blitzen! 
SEVENTH BOoY—To the top of the 
porch! 
EIGHTH BOY—To the top of the wall! 
CHILDREN—Now, dash away, dash 
away, dash away all! 
GIRL AND BOY 
As dry leaves that before the wild hur- 
ricane fly, 
When they meet with an obstacle, 
mount to the sky, 
So up to the housetop the coursers 
they flew, 
With a sleigh full of toys and St. 
Nicholas too. 
MR. MOORE 
And then, in a twinkling, I heard on 
the roof 
Che prancing and pawing of each little 
hoof. 
As I drew in my head, and was turn- 
ing around, 
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came 
with a bound. 
(Children draw aside to show Santa 
in front of the mantel.) 
FIRST GirRt—He was dressed all in 
fur, from his head to his foot, 
SECOND cirt—And his clothes were 
all covered with ashes and soot. 
THIRD GirL—A bundle of toys he had 
flung on his back 
FOURTH Girt—And he looked like a 
peddler just opening his pack! 


FIFTH GIRL—His eyes, how they twin- 
kled—his dimples how merry! 

SixTH cGirL—His cheeks were like 
roses, his nose like a cherry. 

SEVENTH GirRL—His droll little mouth 
was drawn up like a bow, 

EIGHTH GirRL—And the beard on his 
chin was as white as the snow. 

BOYS- 

The stump of a pipe he held tight 
in his teeth, 

And the smoke, it encircled his head 
like a wreath. 

GIRLS- 

He had a broad face and little round 
belly 

That shook when he laughed like a 
bowlful of jelly. 

MR. MOORE— 

He was chubby and plump, a right 
jolly old elf, 

And I laughed when I saw him in spite 
of myself. 

(Santa goes through all the motions 
as the children describe them. He is 
center back stage and they are drawn 
up fanwise to watch him.) 

CHILDREN- 

A wink of his eye and a twist of his 
head 

Soon gave me to know I had nothing 
to dread. 

He spoke not a word but went straight 
to his work, 

And filled all the stockings; then 
turned with a jerk, 

And laying his finger aside of his nose, 

And giving a nod, up the chimney he 
rose! 

(Children wave and close ranks so that 

Santa seems to exit up the chimney. 

GIRLS— 

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team 
gave a whistle (Boys whistle.), 

And away they all flew like the down 
of a thistle. 

MR. MOORE—But—I heard him ex- 
claim, ere he drove out of sight— 

ALL ON STAGE (waving gently and 
smiling at the audience as the curtains 
close)—Happy Christmas to all, and to 
all a good night! 


An Ungraded Room Devel- 
oped a Play as a Project 
(Continued from page 65) 


the thought of all those little childr-n 
who want cuddly toys. 

SANTA—If we could only give him 
away, that would be one way to get 
him off our hands. 

MRS. SANTA—Sometimes, my dear 
husband, you don’t have the sense you 
were born with. (Holds up the white 
Teddy bear.) Look at this Teddy bear. 
You think it is ruined because it is 
white and children want brown Teddy 
bears. But look again. (Holds it close 
to Softy.) 

sorty—Why, he looks like me! 

MRS. SANTA—Of course, he does. 
(Takes a paper hat and buttons and a 
scarf from a table and places them 
on the toy.) There! There’s your 
new cuddly toy of the year. His name 
is Softy, the Snow Man. 

SANTA—I declare to goodness! My 
dear, you have really saved the day. 

sorty—And you've saved me too, 
Mrs. Santa. 

SANTA—Indeed she has, Mr. Snow 
Man. We couldn’t do without you 
now. From now on you're going to be 
a great personality. Your image will 
be in all the department stores. Your 
picture will be in all the papers. All 
over the world little children will love 
you for your soft heart. 

spuNKY—Congratulations, Mr. Snow 
Man. We'll put you into production 
at once. 

MRS. SANTA—And_ congratulations 
from me too, Softy. I have always had 
a soft spot in my heart for soft-hearted 


people. 


My Pal George? 
(Continued from page 33) 


team, but I watched their game and 
I decided that his team was good. 

Each Friday night we had more and 
more people at the games. You know 
how it is; your father and mother 
come to the game, they bring the 
neighbors with them, and soon the 
neighbors bring other neighbors, and 
before long half of the town is there. 

We played good basketball and 
when the first half of the season was 
over, it looked as though our team 
had a good chance of being champion. 
Understand me, I only said a good 
chance, because George’s team was 
really as good as ours. 

Everything was going fine until the 
first Friday night in December. We 
were playing George’s team and we 
had that cranky Mr. Elliott for a ref- 
eree. I know you can’t play basket- 
ball without a referee but a bad one 
can certainly foul up things. 

I was playing forward, as usual, and 
George was guarding me. The game 
started in fun, but somehow George 
made me mad that night. He kept 
blocking my shots. I don’t think | 
purposely stepped on his toes but the 
first thing I knew Mr. Elliott had 
called a personal foul on me 

The game started again and this 
time George blocked my shot so close 
that the ball hit me right in the face 
Now I was really mad. Mr. Elliott 
called a foul on George, but that 
didn’t make up for my stinging eye 
From then on it was bad. We had 
two personal fouls apiece when the 
half was over. 

I don’t know what George’s coach 
said to his team, but Mr. Sylvester 
took us into the dressing room and de- 
livered a stiff lecture about being good 
sports. I have to admit I didn’t really 
hear him, for I was too busy concen- 
trating on what a dirty player George 
Hunn had turned out to be. I decided 
he must have changed a lot since he 
moved to the other side of town. 

When the second half started, things 
weren't any better. In fact, they went 
from bad to worse and the first thing 
I knew George kicked me in the leg 
and was out of the game on fouls, and 
by the end of the third quarter, I was 
too. We sat and glared at each other 
until Mr. Sylvester told me that if my 
attitude didn’t change I couldn't be 
on the team. 

When I went home that night I had 
trouble going to sleep. My leg really 
hurt and had a big lump on it. We 
had lost the game that night and I 
was sure we wouldn’t have if George 
had played square. Of course now 
that I think of it, he might have been 
having some ideas about me, but that 
isn’t part of the story. 

Well, the next week we didn’t play, 
but we won the week after, and 
George’s team and ours were sched 
uled for the finals to determine the 
city champs. If you will look at the 
calendar you will see that last year 
Christmas came on a Friday. Ws 
thought we wouldn’t play since it was 
Christmas night, but the 
talked it over and decided we would, 
since people often like to go out on 
Christmas night and Friday was the 
only night we could have the gym- 
nasium. So the big game was sched 
uled for Christmas night. 

The day before Christmas my 
mother asked me to help her put up 
the tree. I was standing on top of th: 
ladder stringing on the lights when 
she came in and said, “By the way, 
here’s a small box you can have to 
put George’s ring in.” 

“I’m not giving any ring to Georg 
Hunn,” I replied. “I don’t like him 
and that’s that.” 


coaches 


My mother stared at me in surprise. 
“George Hunn has been your friend 
since you were seven years old,” she 
said firmly. “I wouldn’t think you'd 
let a little squabble over a basketball 
game interfere.” 

“If we were friends when we were 
seven years cold, it’s because I was too 
young to know any better,” I replied. 
Without another word, my mother 
took her box and went away. 

I always like Christmas Eve at our 
house. We have a big family meal like 
a picnic supper, only my mother calls 
it a buffet. All the relatives come and 
we just have plates and get food 
whenever we want, and everybody has 
a wonderful time. I like it especially 
because if I want to take three help- 
ings of baked beans or escalloped po- 
tatoes and skip the salad, I can do it 
and nobody notices. 

About nine o'clock I had started up- 
stairs to bed, since I should rest up 
for the big game, when my father 
asked me where I was going. I told 
him, but he shook his head “no.” 

“This is Christmas Eve,” he said, 
“and the whole family is going to 
church.” 

“The training rules,” I protested. 

“Training rules do not have to be 
followed on Christmas Eve,” my fa- 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 


Dec. 17—Anniversary of 
Powered Flight—Wright 
Brothers at Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina 

Dec. 20—Chanukah—VJewish 
Feast of Lights 

Dec. 22—First day of winter 

Dec. 25—Christmas; also 
birthday of Clara Barton, 
Founder of American Red 
Cross 

Dec. 31—New Year's Eve— 
Watch Night 
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ther said. “This family is going to 
church and if I’m not mistaken you'll 
see Coach Sylvester there too.” 

“Go take a nap now if you want to 
and I'll wake you up when it’s time to 
go,” suggested my mother. 

That settled it. I wasn’t going to 
take a nap if I had to go to church so 
I decided to look at television until it 
was time to go. 

All the way to church my mother 
and father were talking about what a 
pretty evening it was, and I'll have to 
admit it was nice. There was snow 
on the ground, everybody had their 
Christmas trees lighted, and _ there 
were lots of stars in the sky. I really 
began to feel better even before we 
got there. 

The inside of the church was beau- 
tiful. I wish you could have seen it 
smilax hanging down from the ceiling, 
lots of pine boughs, and a tall candle 
at the end of each pew. Up in the 
front there was a big cluster of poin- 
settias. It smelled good too. It was 
as if somebody was burning incense, 
but I guess it was just the freshly cut 
pine boughs. 

I want to tell you, too, that the 
church service was very nice. We sang 
Christmas hymns and the minister 
told us a simple story about the first 
Christmas. He said that we should 
have love in our hearts, and I think I 
really had love in my heart because I 
forgot all about being mad at George 
Hunn. 

I guess I really forgot all about it 
for good, because the next morning 
when I woke up I was surprised to 


find that I had a real friendly feeling 
toward George. I went into my big 
brother Tom’s room and found him 
getting dressed up. When he said that 
he was going to deliver a Christmas 
present to his girl friend, some rich 
girl who lives on the other side of 
town, I asked him if he would deliver 
one for me. I got the box and 
wrapped up George’s ring. 

Seems like it was just a half hour 
later when the doorbell rang. I went 
to the door and there stood George. 

“A very merry Christmas to you and 
your family,” he said politely, and 
then looked as if he didn’t know 
whether I would invite him in or not. 

“Come on in, George,” I said, lead- 
ing him into the living room. 

He made some stiff remark about 
what a beautiful Christmas tree we 
had and I invited him to take off his 
coat. He handed me a package in 
Christmas wrappings. 

“Here’s a little Christmas present,” 
he said. “It isn’t much but I made it 
for you myself,” 

When I unwrapped it I was real 
pleased. I forgot to say that George 
is very handy with a knife. He had 
made me a carving out of balsa wood 
~—a basketball player just about to 
shoot the ball. 

Then I really got a shock. I had 
not noticed it before but George had 
a bandaged finger. 

“Just a slip of the knife as I was 
finishing the carving,” he explained 
modestly. . 

I was really feeling bad about it but 
George said it evened us up since I 
had a bruise on my leg. 

“By the way, George,” I said, “did 
you receive my present?” 

George frowned. “No, I don’t be- 
lieve I did,” he said. 

“It will be there when you get 
home,” I explained. “My brother Tom 
is delivering it on his way to see Miss 
Isabelle Pruitt.” 

George nodded knowingly. “He 
probably will leave it on his way 
back,” he said. “If he is taking Miss 
Pruitt a Christmas present, he would 
want to go there directly.” Then he 
grinned and I did too. 

Soon George and I got to talking 
just like old times. We were even dis- 
cussing basketball before long. I asked 
George how he, felt about the game 
that night. He said he was all screwed 
up inside of him, and I said I was 
too. He asked me if I was going to be 
able to eat any Christmas dinner and 
I said maybe I could eat a little bit 
but not very much. 

Then I got to telling him about 
Coach Sylvester’s little lectures. He 
laughed and said his coach gave them 
the same lectures and he thought there 
was something in that stuff. I said | 
thought so too. I told George how 
pretty our church looked and George 
said that he had gone to church the 
night before too. 

Pretty soon there was a honk out- 
side and George said that was his fa- 
ther coming back for him and he 
would have to go. We both felt so 
good to be friends again that we 
didn’t know what to say, so we just 
shook hands and let it go. 

That’s about all there is to the sto- 
ry, except maybe you're interested in 
the game that night. The truth is 
that George’s team won, 23 to 21, but 
it took two extra periods for them to 
do it. It was a swell game and it was 
good basketball. George did not have 
one foul and neither did I. 

It goes to show you that this Christ- 
mas stuff is pretty important. You 
know what I mean—giving presents 
and having love in your heart for peo- 
ple and everything. So I’m going to 
stop this story right now and just say, 
“Merry Christmas and that’s that.” 
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Here is all you have to do: 


1. Send in the coupon for an entry blank and con- 
test rules 


2. Write a fetter stating how the Flo-master Felt 
Tip Pen has helped you as a teacher 


3. Mail the letter with your entry blank and a 
specimen of your work done with the Flo-master 


If you haven’t used a Flo-master you'll 
be delighted with this revolutionary pen. 
It writes on any surface-—plastic, wood, 
paper, metal — with broad lines or thin 
lines — heavy or light. The flow of ink is 
accurately controlled by an automatic 
valve. Flo-master inks in eight colors are 
instant-drying, waterproof, smudge- 
proof. 

To get you started on your letter here 
are some of the uses of the Flo-master 
we know about. You probably have dis- 
covered many others. 


© Making flash-cards, charts, posters, maps 


e Wall displays of nursery rhymes and 
illustrations 

© Object identification cards (piano, chair, 
etc.) 

e Reading and pronunciation cards 


e Wall charts of pupils’ accomplishments 
(list of books read, attendance, etc.) 


e Seasonal and activity posters (Easter, 
Christmas, etc.) 


¢ Window decorations 
e Marking athletic equipment 
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© PICTURE 
POSTERS 


with Stories and 
Suggested Activities 
for 
Kindergarten and 
Primary Grades 


EVERYDAY 
PICTURES 


Each large-size chart (10” x 13’’) 
shows four pictures on one side. 
The reverse side of each chart has 
a Short Story and a List of Things 
to Do. Printed on glossy white 
board, the charts are packaged in 
a durable and attractive folder. The 
Picture Posters feature: 


EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES 
SEASONAL ACTIVITIES 
SENDING MESSAGES 
HOMES AND PETS 
TRAVELING 

GOING TO CHURCH 


These pictures will be of great 
value to you as a kindergarten 
or primary teacher, since they 
concern everyday activities and 
scenes familiar to most small 
children. They will help primary 
children gain a keener aware- 
ness of the world around them 
and the changes and differences 
in their environment. 

There are many ways in which 
the posters can be used in th 
classroom. They will make an 
ideal bulletin-board display, an 
eye-catching feature on the 
library table, or they can bs 
used in your opaque projector. 
The charts will serve as motiva- 
tion for language arts activities, 
for initiating a general dis- 
cussion by the class, for social 
studies and science units, as 
research material for creating 
original movies. This brand-new 
collection of picture posters is 
a teaching aid that will serve 
you well. 


Set $450 
Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders 
Order from 


F. A. OWEN PUBLISHING CO. 
Dansville, N.Y. 








A Gift of Love 
(Continued from page 68) 


Antoinette started out too, but when 
she got to the door she turned back 
She went into the vestry again just as 
Father Martin was coming in. 

“Father, you said if we had any 
wrong in our hearts,” she began. 

“But surely you can’t have wrong in 
your heart when you sang so beauti- 
fully tonight,” the Father replied. 

“Oh, but I have,” Antoinette re- 
plied. “I have lied and deceived. 
Anton said so.” 

“Anton who?” asked Father Martin 

“I am not Anton, I am Antoinette,” 
she replied with tears coming into her 
eyes. “Anton fell on the way home 
and he was hurt.” 

“But I don’t understand,” said the 
priest, looking at her cropped head 

“We cut it,” she explained. “It was 
the only way that I could take his 
place tonight.” 

“But how did you learn the music?” 
asked the priest, hardly knowing what 
to believe. 

Anton has taught me for months, 
she replied. Then she hung her head 
in shame and told how she had hid in 
the church that afternoon. 

Father Martin looked at her kindly 
“I don’t think you have any wrong in 
your heart,” he said. “And if you lied 
and deceived, you more than made up 
for it in the sacrifice that you made,’ 
he added. He put his hand on her head 

“Thank you, Father,” said Antoinett 
and she hurried from the church and 
ran into the arms of her own father 
who was waiting outside. 

“So I have two boys in the family 
now,” said her father as he scooped 
her into his arms. 

‘Llow do you kpow + she asked. 

“We arrived home just in time to 
get ready for church and found Anton 
there,” he replied. “Your mother 
stayed with him, but I came to the 
service - 

“Is Anton better?” she asked anx 
iously 

“Not yet,” 
he will be.” 

“Did I do all right?” was her next 
question 

“Yes,” replied her father. “You gave 
the church a fine Christmas gift to 
night. It was better than money or 
even diamonds and rubies.” 

“I don’t understand,” Antoinette 
faltered. 

“No,” replied her father with pride, 
“but you will some day. Now let’s 
hurry home. There’s a warm fire and 
Christmas porridge and cookies wait- 
ing for us.” 


replied her father, “but 


The Mysterious Toy 
(Continued from page 28) 


to invite all the children to my Christ- 
mas party. I want a brand-new toy 
that has never been invented before.’ 

Phen the King pressed a button and 
called the royal decorators. He called 
the royal cook and he sent for the roy 
al magician. He told all of them about 
his plans. “This is to be the finest 
Christmas party that we've ever had, 
he said. “I am counting on each of 
you to help me.” 

The palace was in a commotion 
Che decorator enlarged his staff. His 
workrooms were busy, making wreaths 
and bells and trees of all kinds. The 
cook borrowed two helpers from the 
Prime Minister’s kitchen so that he 
could bake new cakes and cookies 
The magician studied his magic books 
to learn new acts. And all the time 
the King bustled here and there, see- 
ing that everything was done. 

Every place was a scurry and a flur- 


Indeed, 


ry except the royal toyshop 
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there was a big sign on the door that 
said “No Admittance—Stay Out—This 
Means You.” 

The next Tuesday morning the 
King was checking on the decorations. 
In the royal ballroom, the chief dec- 
orator was high on a ladder, putting 
up a row of silver stars. 

“That's crooked!” shouted the King. 
“Here, let me do it.” He was just 
about to start up the ladder when the 
little old toymaker stood beside him. 
“What do you have?” demanded the 
King, forgetting all about the stars. 

The toymaker showed him a new 
ball. It was a beautiful ball with pic- 
tures inside of it. When it was rolled 
across the floor the pictures showed, 
one after another. And that wasn't 
all. After the ball went so far, it 
turned around and came right back. 

“No!” shouted the King. “It won't 
do. This must be a brand-new toy, 
never before invented.” He put his 
hand on the toymaker’s head and al- 
most pushed him down to the floor. 
Ihe toymaker ran back to his work- 
shop. He closed the door and once 
again the sign said “No Admittance 
Stay Out—This Means You.” 

On the next Friday the King was in 
the kitchen. He was watching anxious- 
ly as the cook brought a tray of cook- 
ies from the oven. Carefully the cook 
blew one until it was cool. He was 
just about to hand it to the King when 
there stood the little old toymaker. 

“What do you have this time?” 
asked the King, forgetting all about 
the cooky. 

Proudly the toymaker brought out a 
royal carriage with golden wheels, 
drawn by eight fine horses. He wound 
it up and placed it on the royal table. 
As the wheels went around, the horses 
galloped and the coachman held his 
whip in his hand. 

“No!” shouted the King. “It won't 
do.” And he put his great hand on 
the toymaker’s head and _ almost 
pushed him down to the floor. 

Again the toymaker rushed back to 
his workshop. This time he shut the 
door with a bang. And the sign still 
said “No Admittance—Stay Out—This 
Means You.” 

The next Monday morning the King 
went up the royal steps to the gym- 
nasium where his magicians were 
practicing. The chief magician had 
on a clown costume. He was going to 
show the King how he could grab two 
circles high in the air and turn three 
somersaults with fireworks coming out 
of his mouth. But right in the middle 
of the first somersault the king saw 
the toymaker standing beside him. 

“Stop!” he shouted to the magician 

This time the toymaker had a still 
It was a beautiful 
whistle that could make every sound. 
The King blew it to sound just like 
a bird. He blew it to sound like a 
fire engine. He blew it to sound like 
the big huge whistle that blew every 
day on the top of the palace when it 
was twelve o'clock. But all of a sud- 
den he shouted, “No, it won’t do,” 
and he put his huge hand on the toy- 
maker’s head and pushed him all the 
way down to the floor. 

This time the toymaker walked very 
slowly back to the toyshop. He didn’t 
slam the door, but he closed it care- 
fully. The sign still said “No Admit- 
tance—Stay Out—This Means You.” 

For an hour the toymaker thought 
ind thought. He was so busy thinking 
Then he 
He chuckled to him- 
self and went to his drawing board 
and began to draw plans. He was so 
busy drawing plans that he forgot his 
supper. He worked so hard that he fi- 
nally fell asleep by his drawing board. 

The next morning the toymaker was 
busy with his new toy. All that day 


more wonderful toy. 


that he missed his dinner. 
got a big idea. 


the door of the toyshop stayed closed. 
All the next day the door of the toy- 
shop was closed, and the next day too. 
But at one o'clock there was a loud 
bang on the door. 

“Let me in,” shouted the King. 
“The party is this very afternoon.” 

The toymaker opened the door, 
stuck his head out, and blinked his 
eyes. “The toy is almost done, Your 
Majesty. You can’t come in now, or 
I won’t have time to finish it.” 

“Let me see it,” said the King. 

“No, no,” replied the toymaker. 
“But I promise you will like it. It’s 
the finest toy ever made.” 

The King frowned, but the toy- 
maker shut the door and bolted it. 

The royal ballroom looked like a 
fairyland. Soon it was full of chil- 
dren. They clapped their hands when 
the royal magicians did their acts. 
They rubbed their tummies when they 
ate the good cookies and ice cream. 

Suddenly the trumpets sounded. In 
came the little old toymaker and he 
handed the King a box. At first the 
King looked curious. Then the King 
looked furious. And then the King 
roared, “What is this?” He turned 
the box over on every side. He could 
not see anything except a small button, 
down in the corner. 

“Press the button,” said the toy- 
maker. 

All the children watched the King 
with big eyes. He held the box be- 
fore him and pressed the button. The 
lid flew open and out sprang a little 
man on a spring so strong that he 
came right up and looked the King 
square in the eye. First the King 
looked startled. Then he looked sur- 
prised, and all the children laughed 
and laughed. They laughed so much 
that the King sat down on his royal 
throne and laughed and laughed too. 

“What's his name?” asked the King 
when they had all stopped laughing. 

“He’s Jack-in-the-Box,” replied the 
toymaker. 

Then the King issued a royal de- 
cree. For every child that was at the 
Christmas party, the toymaker was to 
build a Jack-in-the-Box. All the chil- 
dren clapped their hands and shouted 
with glee. Ever since then at Christ- 
mas time Santa Claus has been bring- 
ing children Jack-in-the-Boxes. When 
they press the button, first they look 
startled. Then they look surprised. 
Then they laugh and laugh and laugh. 


The Double-Barred Cross 
(Continued from page 67) 


Then Mother moved to the table 
and began to cut the cake. Layer by 
layer it came down. The little pack- 
ages decorating the cake were opened, 
and each child had a bit of sweets. 

“Wouldn't it be wonderful to spend 
a Christmas in Denmark if all the 
food tastes like this?” queried Daniel. 

“Gerda will have to tell us more 
about Denmark at school,” said Miss 
Gage. 

As the children prepared to leave, 
they thanked Gerda and her parents, 
and Gerda beamed. She felt as glow- 
ing inside as Christmas candles. It 
was like Christmas—a little early, but 
Gerda felt she had friends at last. 





“Old Man Winter’s on His Way” 


Readers who enjoyed Gil Slote’s 
song by the above title in our No- 
vember issue will be interested in 
knowing that it will appear in a 
book of songs by him, entitled Songs 
for All Year Long, to be published 
by Educational Music Service, Inc., 


147 West 46th St., New York, N.Y. 











The King’s Christmas 
Pudding 


(Continued from page 16) 


ALL (pleading)—No! No! No! 

SLIVER (crying, moves close beside 
Cookyou)—Oh, Cookyou, save me. I 
forgot to give it to you. (Takes paper 
from Joke Book, hands it to Cookyou, 
who puts protecting arm about him.) 
I’m sorry. Please save me. 

cookyou—Have mercy, please, Sir 
Alexander. Sliver is only a boy. 

SIR ALEXANDER—Bah! He should use 
his brains—if he has any. On second 
thought I don’t believe I shall wait 
for the King to give the order. | shall 
call the guards and have them put 
this stupid boy in the darkest dungeon, 
and tomorrow it shall be “Off with his 
head.” 

SLIVER (clinging to Cookyou, 
me, Cookyou. 

posEY--He doesn’t want to lose his 
head. 

pyke—It’s the only one he has. 

cookyou (caressing Sliver’s head, 
Besides, it is really a very good head, 
and furthermore—what would he do 
without it? 

SIR ALEXANDER—Bah! 

cookyou—Forgive him, do forgive 
him, Sir Alexander, and I'll promise 
to prepare the best dessert | have ever 
made. 

SIR ALEXANDER—What will it be? 

cookyou—Well—it is—a—new des- 
sert—and I call it—the King’s Christ- 
mas Pudding. 

SIR ALEXANDER—Well, it had better 
be good. And as for the rest of you 
scullery stupids—for your Christmas 
dinner you shall have bread and water. 

ALL (disappoinied)—Oh! Please 


Save 


SIR ALEXANDER (raising hand)-—Si- 
lence! Such stupidity—bah! (Others 


watch until he pompously makes his 
exit. Harry, the Herald, follows. 

ALL (except Cookyou and Sliver, 
mocking Sir Alexander)—Bah! Bah! 


sLivER—Thank you, Cookyou, for 
saving me. 

cookyou—Yes, yes, Sliver. Now I 
must think. 

pyKE—What kind of dessert is the 


King’s Pudding, Sir? 

cookyou (shaking head)—I don't 
know. (They look at each other 
wonderingly as Cookyou paces back 
and forth.) I don’t know. Practically 
everything in the larder has been used 
already. (Wrings his hands.) What 
can I make? 

josey—I wish we could help, Sir. 

cookyou (with a sudden inspira- 
tion) —You can! Quick—all of you—go 
bring me everything you can find in 
the larder—Everything! Hurry! We 
will make the pudding but we must 
work fast! (Cookyou stands thinking 
as all hurry out in different directions. 
Posey returns first with huge mixing 
bowl which she places on table.) 

posEY—The mixing bowl, Sir. 
cookyou—Thank you, Posey. 

(The others return, one at a time, 
with containers of various types, the 
contents of which they empty into the 
bowl while Cookyou stirs mixture. 

josey—Bread crumbs and suet, Sir 

SYKE—Raisins and currants, Sir. 

pyKE—Candied lemon, orange, and 
citron, Sir. 

rosEY—Eggs, Sir. 

TYKE—Flour, Sir. (He holds con- 
tainer of flour while Cookyou lifts out 
sifter and holding it high, sifts flour 
into bowl and begins stirring frantically 
while others watch.) 


Seene 2 


(Cookyou is pacing back and forth, 
Kitchen Maids and Boys scattered 
about stage are watching him.) 

TYKE—Isn’t it almost time for the 


pudding to be ready, Sir? 


cookyou—Yes, yes, Tyke. Go sce if 
it is done. 

TtyKke—Yes, Sir. (Exits.) 

rosey—It looked to me like a won- 
derful pudding. 

SYKE (mournfully, rubs stomach) — 
Just thinking of it makes me hungry. 

pyKE—A lot of good it will do any 
of us to be hungry if all we are going 
to have for our Christmas dinner is 
bread and water. 

cookyou (looking around)—Where 
is Sliver? 

josey—I saw him leave just after 
you finished making the pudding, Sir. 

cook you—I wonder where he can be. 
(Tyke enters.) Well, Tyke? 

TYKE—They were just taking the 
pudding out of the bag; and, oh Sir, 
His Majesty sent a messenger to say as 
soon as it was ready he wanted a sam- 
ple sent immediately to him. Sliver 
was there and he begged to take the 
sample to the King. 

josty—My mother never lets me 
eat dessert before meals. 

posEY—I should hope not! 

cookyou—You do as your mothers 
say and let King Jolly do as he pleases. 
You know His Majesty usually samples 
the dessert before dinner. 

posey—Uh—hu-uh! Why, the last 
time there was lemon pie he ate three 
pieces before he even began his dinner! 


josey—And three after dinner. 
COOKYOU (raising hand in protest) 


No gossiping in the Royal Kitchens, 
please. We are blessed in having a 
good king. There never was a better 
one—but—if the pudding isn’t good— 
(Shudders.) Oh! how I hate to think 
of such a thing! 

ALL (shuddering)—Oh! how we 
hate to think of such a thing! 

(King Jolly rushes in from right, his 
royal crown askew, his train over one 
arm and a spoon in one hand. He is 
followed by Sliver, carrying a bowl 
containing pudding.) 

KING JOLLY—Merry Christmas, every- 
body! (Looks around.) Why, why all 
these mournful faces? Smile and be 
happy! This is Christmas day and this 

Points to the pudding.) This is the 
best Christmas pudding I ever ate. 
Congratulations, Cookyou, old boy! 

cookyou (bowing)—Thank you, 
Your Majesty, and a very merry 
Christmas to you. 

ALL (making deep bows)—A very 
merry Christmas to Your Majesty. 

KING joLtLty—Thank you all. (Takes 
another bite of pudding.) Yum! Yum! 
This is good. When I smelled that 


beautiful aroma coming up from the 
kitchen I could hardly wait until Sliver 
brought me a sample. The sample was 
so good that I just ran down the back 
stairs before the Queen could stop me 
and got another piece. (Lowering his 
voice.) You know the Queen doesn’t 
like me to have dessert before and aft- 
er dinner, too. (He finishes the pud- 
ding.) The second piece was even 
better than the first. 

cookyou—Ah, but Your Majesty, 
when the pudding is served with the 
delicious sauce I have made, it will 
be delectable. 

KING JOLLY(smacking his lips)—I 
don’t see how it could be any better. 
Well—I just dropped by to congratulate 
you on the pudding and to wish you a 
merry Christmas. Now I must hurry 
back before the Queen misses me. | 
hope you all enjoy your dinner as much 
as I know I shall enjoy mine. (There 
is a prolonged silence and the King 
looks questioningly from one to an- 
other.) 

josey (making a deep curtsy)—But, 
please, Your Majesty, we are to have 
only bread and water for our Christ- 
mas dinner. 

KING JOLLY—How’s that? 

ALL—Sir Alexander said so. 

KING JOLLY (laughing )—Oh, that old 
fuddy-duddy! Don’t ever listen to him. 
Sliver told me the whole story, and I 
told Sliver I would forgive his not 
delivering the note since he brought 
me a sample of the new dessert. 

sLiver—And His Majesty let me tell 
him a joke. 

KING JOLLY—"Twas a good one, too. 
Somehow, I don’t quite like the idea 
of Sir Alexander ordering a bread-and- 
water dinner for any of my subjects. 
Sliver, go and tell Sir Alexander that 
his King wishes to see him here im- 
mediately. 

sLiveR—Yes, Your Majesty. 
and exits.) 

KING JOLLY (half apologetically) 
You see Sir Alexander Bumptious is a 
cousin of the Queen, and she asked me 
to give him a good job. (All laugh.) 
Now, Cookyou, back to that pudding. 
Since it is so good and you have named 
it the King’s Christmas Pudding, I 
shall reward you. Kneel, Cookyou. 
(Cookyou kneels as the King feels for 
his sword.) Pshaw! where is my sword? 
(Looking around he sees a spoon and 
picks it up.) Cookyou, I hereby dub 
thee First Knight of the Wooden 
Spoon. Arise, Sir Cookyou. 

(Continued on page 75) 
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for going places! 
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TRAVELERS 
CHECKS 


“Safe money is coming!” That's 
what commercial houses, stores, 
transportation companies, hotels, 
motels, restaurant people all say 
the world over when they see 
National City Bank Travelers 


Checks. They're spendable like 


cash everywhere you travel 


from Massachusetts to Macedonia 


—and are promptly refunded if lost 


or stolen. Cost only 75* per $100. 
Good until used 


Buy them at your bank. 


The best thing you know 


wherever you go 





NATIONAL CITY BANK 
TRAVELERS CHECKS 


Backed by The National City Bank of New York 
Member Federal Deposit insurance Corporation 
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wey Tenens IMlareaiais.... 
we FOR CARISTINAS DAYS! 


Stories fo Read or Tell 


22 stories for December and Christmas are 
included in this collection of 139 stories. 
There are informative stories, stories that 
tie in with social studies, stories that are 
suitable not only for December but for every 


in 



























ve New Room Decorations 


ROOM A new collection of designs—48 pages of beauti- 
fully drawn decorations for all occasions and pur- 
DecorA TIONS poses, throughout the school year. Included are 10 
on wane especially appropriate for December and Christmas. 
a Perforated pages. Printed both for hectograph 

















reproduction and for liquid process duplication. school month, and stories that help to promote 
For Hectograph $1.50 >) understanding of other countries and other 
For Liquid Duplicator Pe ' peoples. A classified index presents the titles 

Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders in 59 groups. Sturdy, attractive binding—easy to handle. 


Sturdy Paper Bound Edition. $2.00 
p £ / fi [ Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders 


46 plays for audience or classroom presentation, 
24 pages of music, and 20 pages of recitations— Excelsior Literature Series of English Classics 


altogether 45 Christmas program numbers. Ex- 

cellent pointers are given on Play Production, As- A Christmas Carol 
sembly Programs, and Creative Drama. Drawings 
and photographs offer suggestions on costuming. 
All the material is ready for immediate use. Con- A fine edition of the English classic that has been carefully edited 
tents are indexed according to occasion or subject, by experienced English teachers, and helpfully annotated. Facts 
size of cast, age, grade level, and equipment re- about the author and outlines for study are included. Heavy paper 
quired. cover, 88 pages. 


Sturdy Paper Bound Edition .....$2.00 
Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders 


Golden Book 
of Programs 


45 selections for Christmas—and a constant sup- 
ply of elementary program material carefully 
planned to meet your requirements throughout the 
school year. This book contains 128 pages of plays, 
recitations, songs, choral readings, and rhythms 
for every occasion. Entire contents indexed by 
holidays and by grade groupings harmonized with 


by CHARLES DICKENS 


FOP CUR ninncntnisericuiianian paenipasilnaileebwitinainees only 45c 
Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders 


Madouna Prints in full-color 








Please send me the following Teaching Aids at once: 


Amount 
] Stories to Read and Tell @ $2.00 
f A Christmas Carol copies @ 45Sc ea. 
New Room Decorations, for Hectograph @ $1.50 
f"| New Room Decorations, for Liquid Duplicator @ $2.00 
|| Program Selections @ $2.00 
{| Golden Book of Programs @ $2.00 


MADONNA PRINTS— Large 35¢ each, 3 for $1.00; Miniatures 2c each 





from THE INSTRUCTOR Collection of Art Masterpieces 


Quantity #18 Madonna of the Chair—Raphael #61 Madonna dei Gran’ Duca—Raphael 
Large Min #25 Sistine Madonna (Detail) —Raphael #71 Madonna and Child—tippi 
= $30 Madonna of the Magnificat—Botticelli #82 Madonna of the Harpies—Del Sarte 


#18 Madonna of the Chair—Raphael 

#25 Sistine Madonna (Detail)—Raphael 
#30 Madonna of the Magnificat—Botticelli 
#61 Madonna del Gran’ Duca—Raphael 
#71 Madonna and Child—Lippi 

#82 Madonna of the Harpies—Del Sarto 


The ideal set of Great Pictures for Christmas art-appreciation 
study. Each of the large-size prints for the teacher’s use is 
mounted on a heavy mat and enclosed in an art-paper folder. 
Folder carries story of the painting and the artist, questions to 
ask the pupils, and suggestions for further use of the painting. 
Full-color miniature prints enable you to furnish all your pupils 
with their own copies of the subject being studied. 


Each | Any 3 All 6 
ae peel ne 
Miniature prints (for the pupits) 2¢ each. 


Offer good until January |, 1955. 
Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders 


Total $ 

Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders. 
] Enclosed $ , payment in full. C) Bill me. | will pay in thirty days. 
(Except to schools, minimum personal credit order $4.00.) 


Name 
St. or R.D 


City & Zone State 


BIN 1254 
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| teaching objectives. 
Sturdy Paper Bound Edition $2.00 
Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders 
F. ASOWEN PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dansvite, N. Y. 
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Venture and the Cuckoo 
Clock 


(Continued from page 30) 


When Marja and Jan got to the li- 
brary, the children were beginning to 
form a circle around the clock. It 
was strange to see a big dark green 
curtain around the clock. 

“The library lady must be going to 
use the story anyway. Now everyone 
will know that Venture broke the 
clock,” said Marja as they stood in 
the doorway. “Maybe we better go 
home, Jan.” 

Before they could decide what to do, 
the library lady saw them and beckoned 
for them to come. They were part of 
the excited group of boys and girls. 

“We have a special surprise today,” 
library lady was saying as she pulled 
the green curtain from the clock. After 
she told the old and well-known story 
about the cuckoo clock and the animals 
who helped it see the Christmas tree, 
Jan and Marja looked at each other in 
wonder. The clock was fixed. At just 
the right moment it said, “cuckoo, 
cuckoo, cuckoo!” But who had fixed 
it? That must be the surprise. 








BOOKMARK GIFTS 


For Grandma, or anyone who reads 
a lot, felt animals in simple sil- 
houette form make a clever book- 
mark. They keep their place when 


fastened in pairs with a yarn 
leash, which is braided or cro- 
cheted. Lucia Mack Volimar 





There was the barking of a dog and 
there before the children stood Venture 
and Marja’s father. This time Venture 
was on a leash. 

The library lady laughed and said, 
“This is our surprise. Marja’s father 
fixed our clock.” She didn’t seem cross 
a bit at Venture. “It only seems fair 
for us to ask him to join our fun, too.” 

Jan was proud of his father for he 
did have a twinkly kind of smile and 
he had put on his best suit of clothes. 
He whispered to Marja, “I bet he is 
going to help us sing.” 

And that is just what he did do 

, Together they sang the familiar carols 
and then Jan’s father helped them sing 
some Polish songs. After another story, 
all the children gathered round the 
tree to make the wish for the Christmas 
Spirit. The library lady said this was 
what she did when she was little. 
Marja wished hard as they said the 
verse together. She wondered if it was 
the same wish Jan made. 


Christmas Spirit! Christmas Spirit! 
Come to our hearts to stay. 
Christmas Spirit! Christmas Spirit! 
Please come and light the way. 

Stay with us throughout the year; 
Let us feel your presence near. 








It made Jan and Marja feel good 
inside to be joining hands and silently 
making a wish. It was after the wish 
that the library lady explained about 
Venture and the clock and asked Jan 
to tell how they named their dog. 

“Venture is short for adventure be- 
cause he is always looking for mischief 
to get into,” said Jan, “and in this new 
country we find many adventures, all 
of us.” Then it was time to go home. 
Everyone wished the library lady a 
happy holiday. But Jan and Marja 
did something more. They gave her a 
package of papers. 

“It is a story you can keep. It is 
about Christmas in Poland and in 
America. It is about the Christmas 
star we watch for on the Eve of 
Christmas and the hay under the table- 
cloth. It is about Christmas.” Jan 
was quite out of breath when he pre- 
sented the gift. So it was Marja who 
told her what Mother had said. 

“We give it to you because you like 
all boys and girls the same. Mother 
said you would like what we could 
give of ourselves better than a store 
present.” 

The library lady was so pleased she 
hardly knew what to say. It didn’t 
matter that the printing was a bit un- 
even and in different colors of pencil. 
To her it was beautiful. 

“Our wishes did come true, didn’t 
they, Jan?” Marja asked as they left. 
“But look, there is Mother. Whatever 
can be the matter?” 

“Not for nothing do you eat beets 
and apples day after day. Give this to 
the library lady,” said Mother as she 
handed Jan a basket. Mother could 
not speak the English too well, but her 
eyes told the story. When the library 
lady peeked beneath the napkin of the 
basket she found pierogi, little dump- 
lings filled with cheese, and kielbasa, 
Polish sausage. The foreign foods were 
new to her, Jan knew. He did hope 
she liked them. 

“Merry Christmas,” 
they left. 

As they walked home—Jan, Marja, 
Mother, and Father, with Venture fol- 
lowing—they were glad they lived in 
Hamtramck. It was a good place to 
be. Or perhaps it was the feeling that 
they had all worked together to make 
this happiness that made them so glad 
to enjoy Christmas here among peo- 
ple who understood them. 


she called as 


A Pioneer Christmas 
(Continued from page 63) 


and all the things that we must have 
to keep alive.” 

“But how?” asked Mrs. Bickley in 
astonishment. Kathie’s father laughed. 

“You all admired the jacket so 
much that I decided to take it to the 
trading post to see what it would 
bring. Luck was with me, for who 
was in Astoria for Christmas but Mr. 
John Jacob Astor himself. He had 
brought his buyer from the East, and 
they were picking the finest skins to 
take back for fur coats for all the 
grand ladies in New York, Phila- 
delphia, and Boston. 

“When the buyer saw my jacket he 
was astonished. He suggested to Mr. 
Astor that he should buy it, and a 
dozen more too.” 

“A dozen more?” asked Hugh. “But 
there’s only one.” 

“Yes,” replied his father, “but I told 
them it was just a sample. During the 
cold months ahead, when we really 
are snowed in, I will make jackets to 
take back to the trading post in the 
spring. I brought extra beads with me 
today and thread and a whole pack- 
age of sturdy needles, and you will see 
what a fine tailor I will be. When 
spring comes, we will have so much 
money that there will be a new suit 








for you and several new dresses for 
Mother.” 

“And warm hunting clothes for you 
too,” added Mrs. Bickley. 

“And a pretty new dress for Baby 
Priscilla,” said father, giving his 
youngest a kiss. 

“I'll help to get the skins ready,” 
volunteered Hugh. 

“I can cut patterns,” said Mother. 

“And I will count out the beads to 
make the design,” added Kathie as she 
paraded in front of the fire. 

Baby Priscilla gurgled happily in 
her cradle as Kathie bent over and 
held the ends of her pink sash up for 
her to see. Then she carefully took off 
her beautiful dress and put on her 
homespun blouse and skirt again. It 
was such a happy day, and now it was 
time to start stuffing the wild turkey 
for Christmas dinner. 


The King’s Christmas 
Pudding 


(Continued from page 73) 


cookyou (rises and bows)—Thank 
you, Your Majesty. 

(Enter Sir Alexander and Sliver 
from left.) 

SIK ALEXANDER (bowing low )— I was 
informed, Your Gracious Majesty, that 
you were desirous of my presence here 

KING JOLLY—I just wanted to tell 
you, smart Sir Alex, that you are not 
to order any of my servants to eat 
bread and water—especially on Christ- 
mas. Understand? 

SIR ALEXANDER—Yes, Your Majesty 

KING JOLLY—And now, I command 
you all to come and have Christmas 
dinner with me. 

ALL (making deep bows)—Thank 
you, Your Majesty, thank you. 

KING JOLLY (seeing Sir Alexander 
bowing with others, points finger at 


him)—No, no, not you! You are to sta} 
here and be errand boy and waiter and 
serve all of us. Begin your work now 
by going to see that there are—( Points 
to each one as he counts.) one, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, cight—extra 
places at the King’s table. 

SIR ALEXANDER (weakly) 
Majesty. (Exits right. 

KING JOLLY—So, come now and we'll 
all have dinner. Hi-o-Sliver! A-way!! 
Sliver skips over to the King and 
picks up his train. The King, coming 
to center front of stage, raises right 
arm and addresses audience.)And a 
Merry Christmas to everyone! 

att—And a Merry Christmas to 
everyone! 

All, except King Jolly, begin sing 
ing “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.’ 
The King, smiling broadly, uses the 
wooden Spoon as a baton to kee fp time 
He turns right and begins to circle 
stage, Sliver skipping along behind 
holding the King’s train; then come 
Cookyou, and the Kitchen Girls and 
Boys. They are all singing lustily as 
they make their exit at left 


-Yes, Your 


Costumes 


The King wears the usual storybook 
royal costume with pasteboard crown 
covered with gold paper and long train 
fastened at the shoulders Cookyou 
chef's suit and hat 
Sir Alexander wears wide blue ribbon 
across left shoulder to right waistline, 
upon which are 
medals cut from silver 
Maids are dressed alike 
dresses with perky white caps and lit- 
tle white aprons. The Boys are also 
dresssed alike in all white with 
small beretlike white Sliver 
wears a page-boy costume. Harry, the 
Herald, may wear any kind of gaudy 
costume with bugl- slung over left 


wears a white 


pinned imitation 
paper. The 


in solid color 


suits 


( aps. 
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Personalized 
PENCILS 






















3 pencis ¢ 6 pencis 
imprinted with imprinted 
individual with indi- 

name in gold vidual name 
In attractive in gold. In 


attractive 
gift box. 


gift box. 





Big Bargains 


Order Now! 


Ledo, Inc. 
Box 255, Newport, Ky. 


cash, check, of 


{no stamps) for 


Enclosed is 
money order | 
gifts indicated. Names on at- 
tached list. | 
C) 3 Imprinted Pencils @ 16c 

[) 6 Imprinted Pencils @ 25¢ | 
() 4 Pencils in Kit @ 12¢ 


OREO ce cccccsescevcsceesecoss 
PBGIGES 0 vices cvscccccesesese 
Ge ctu bdccscccensevcteedscs | 


State 


LEDO, 











Outstanding Values 


OFFER! , 


4 hexagon pencils imprinted 
with “Seasons Greetings” 
or “Greetings from your 
Teacher, 
leather kit. 

Outstanding value! 
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shoulder and resting on right hip 
Vall 3 


ON YOUR 
GIFTS! 


on your list! Act 


gift offers. 





“ 


in blue simulated 
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Big bargains for everyone 
now—— 
mail the coupon below for 
these amazing Christmas 











INC. . BOX 255 « NEWPORT, KENTUCKY 














classroom 
posters 

for the 
school year! 


THANKSGIVING 
THE LAST THURSDAY IN 
NOVEMBER 











20 HOLIDAYS and 
SPECIAL DAYS 


@ large-size posters with big, 
easy-to-read type. 

@ each poster printed in 2 
attractive colors. 


here's the complete list of 
Holidays and Special Days 


Posters 
Schoo! Begins Lincoln's Birthday 
Beginning of Fall Valentine Day 
Columbus Day Washington's Birthday 
Halloween St. Potrick’s Day 
Veterans’ Doy Coming of ‘Spring 
Thanksgiving May Day 
Coming of Winter Mother's Day 
Christmas Memorial Day 
New Yeor's Dey Fiag Day 
Chonvkoh Father's Day 


Here's the set of classroom posters you've 
been waiting for—-an exciting collection 
for the Holidays and Special Days during 
the school year. These new posters are 


large size (13° x 16%") and are printed 
in two colors (five different colors in a 
set). Bach tells the name of the holiday 


or special day and the date or day on 
which it falls. The type is bin and easily 
read. 


The posters are ideal for developing class- 
room discussions on special days and events 
Their simplicity insures quick attention 
and easy understanding. The illustrations, 
expertly drawn by an artist familiar to 
INSTRUCTOR readers, make them eye- 
catching bulletin-board features. When not 
in use, the posters may be stored in the 
specially designed shipping carton. 


Set $300 


Postage Prepaid on Cash Orders 





r IN1254 
F. A. OWEN PUBLISHING CO. 


Dansville, N. Y¥. 


Enclosed $ Please send me 
copies of the brand-new 
Special 


poster set—20 Holidays and 


Days—postpaid 
Name 
a ne 


City 


State 
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POPCORN 


A Language Arts Unit 


RUTH G. HERZOG 


Teacher, Second Grade, 
P. S. No. 179, Brooklyn, New York 


Launching 


We planned a language arts unit 
on the story of corn. This unit had 
its impetus in a previous unit on 
“The Harvest,” at which time we 
learned how corn grows, how it is 
harvested, the different kinds of 
corn, and the uses of corn to man 


Problem 


What happens to corn when water 
is evaporated from the kernels, cob, 
and so on? The children wanted to 
follow the dehydrated corn through 
to the end 


Motivation 


The immediate impetus came 
through a science experiment on 
the evaporation of water. Children 
watched what happened to our 
grapes, prunes, and corn on the 
Harvest Table. (The sun shone on 
them and the teacher turned them 
occasionally so that the moisture 
evaporated evenly.) 

Chart I—What happened to the 
water? 
It disappeared from our grapes. 

They became raisins. 

It vanished into thin air from our 
prunes. They became wrinkled. 
It evaporated into the air from our 


corn. It became dried corn on 
the cob. 
Chart I1]—The children felt an ear 


of dried popcorn. They said: 
Our dried out corn felt like 

Shells I walked on. 

A washing board. 

Stickers I sat on. 

Splintery wood. 

A bristly hairbrush. 


Chart Ill—We bought a can of 
popping kernels, which are different 
from sweet or green corn, or the 
dry field corn fed to animals. Each 
child felt these kernels and com- 
pared them with various objects. 
They said: 

The popcorn kernels are 
Round as an egg. 
Hard as bricks. 
Smooth as a baby’s skin. 
Yellow and shiny. 
Hard as iron. 
Shaped like a tooth. 


Chart 1V—Children planned to pop 
corn for a party. 
What will we need? 
We will need popcorn. 
We will need a popcorn pan. 
We will need a stove. 
Popcorn needs salt. 
Popcorn needs butter. 


Experiences 


Children gathered around an 
electric hot plate. They fed the 
popper. They shook the kernels. 
They salted, buttered, and tasted 
the popcorn. 
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The teacher jotted down ex- 
pressions that came from these 
uninhibited, happy, eager children 
as they watched, smelled, listened, 
tasted, and felt what was going on. 


Chart V— 

Popcorn sounds like 
Sizzling fat. 
Firecrackers bursting. 
A gun popping off. 
Balloons bursting. 
Crackling autumn leaves. 


Chart VI 
It smells like- 
Dinner cooking. 
Coney Island. 
Delicious and yummy. 
Frying hamburgers. 
Chart VII 
It tastes like 
Popcorn I ate at the movies. 
Crackling bubble gum. 
French fried potatoes. 
Chart VIII 
The Happy Popcorn 
I am free as a bird. 
I am popping up and down 
I am bursting out of my skin. 
I am skipping around and dancing 
a jig. 
I am jumping, dancing with joy. 
I am spreading my arms. 
I am hopping through the air. 
I am flying through the air. 


These charts are full of words, 
phrases, and expressions that are 
genuine and spontaneous. They 
came from real live experiences. 

Later, using these expressions, 
the children easily and naturally 
developed little compositions. 

A Composition 
Now I Am a Popcorn 

I am fluffy and puffy and white 
as a Cloud, See me pop and jump 
with joy. I dance a jig and fly 
through the air. I spin and whirl 
around and around. 

An original poem correlated with 
mathematics— 
Popcorn Chant 

6 white popcorn, happy and alive, 

One popped away and then there 
were five. 

5 white popcorn dancing to the 
floor, 

One popped away and then there 
were four, 

4 white popcorn, crackling and 
free, 

One popped away and then there 
were three. 

3 white popcorn, flying towards 
you, 

One popped away and then there 
were two. 

2 white popcorn whirling in the 
sun, 

2 popped away and then there 
were none, 









Popcorn Sounds Like-- 
Sizzling fat. 
Firecrackers bursting. 
A gun popping off. 
Balloons bursting. 
Crackling autumn leaves. 











A Puppet Play— 

Children made puppets from rub- 
ber balls covered with white paper 
towels, painted and crumpled to 
look like popcorn. 

This original play was performed 
on Open School Day for parents 
and for a second-grade conference 
with parents, on Language Arts. It 
produced a lot of congratulatory 
remarks about our originality. 


From KERNEL TO PopcoRN 


(Nine children speak. Three are 
always in back of the puppet-stage 
curtain. When they have finished 
their part they walk to their seats, 
making puppets dance in air as 
they walk. Three others immediately 
take their places.) 

(Announcer introduces play.) 

POPCORN A—I was a Kernel. Oh! 
not a Colonel from the Army but a 
kernel from a dried out corn cob. 

POPCORN B—I was as hard as a 
little rock. 

POPCORN C—My skin was yellow 
and shiny. 

POPCORN D—My head came to a 
point. They called me Pinhead. 

POPCORN E—They put me in a 
can. I couldn’t see or move. I was 
in a prison. I was so unhappy. 

POPCORN F—Last week something 
happened to me. They took me out 
of the can and put me into a hot 
sizzling pan. 

POPCORN G—At first I was scared. 
I felt myself getting hot, hot—hot, 
hot, HOT! 

POPCORN H—Shake, shake, shake. 
I’m so dizzy my head will break. 

PoPcoRN I—Hot, hot, in the pot. 
I feel like I’m going—to— 

ALL POPCORN—Pop! 

POPCORN A—Now I ama popcorn. 

POPCORN B—Now I am fluffy and 
puffy and white as a cloud. 

POPCORN C—I live in a world full 
of light and sunshine. 

POPCORN D—I am popping and 
jumping with joy. 

POPCORN E—I am spreading my 
arms and dancing a jig. 


POPCORN F—I am_ whirling 
through the air and spinning 
around. 


POPCORN G—See me jumping up 
and down. See me skipping round 
and round. 

POPCORN H—Someone is putting 
melted butter and salton me. Mm, 
don’t I smell delicious? 

popcorN I—Now wouldn’t you 
like to eat me? I won’t mind be- 
cause I’m so happy. 

ANNOUNCER—Good-by, everyone. 
I hope you liked our play. 














Christmas and Your 








AYBE you think this article is 

going to be about A-V equip- 
ment you would like to receive for 
Christmas. That would really be a 
good topic to discuss, for more and 
more teachers are buying tape re- 
corders, all kinds of projectors, and 
wide assortments of cameras, but 
we will put it off for another year, 
except to say in passing that if you 
haven’t already made your list for 
Santa you may want to do a little 
audio-visual revising. 

What we are saying right now is 
that you can make the first three 
weeks in December more interest- 
ing, more effective, and easier for 
yourself by using the audio-visual 
equipment in your school. 

Let’s talk about the tape recorder 
first. [You will find some wonder- 
ful suggestions for using it to help 
you with your Christmas programs, 
on page 19. There are many oth- 
er uses too.] If you are having trou- 
ble with a two-part song, or you 
would like the children to hear the 
effect of two-part singing, let them 
record the treble part on tape. As 
the tape is played back they can 
sing the second part. When they 
have those two parts mastered they 
can record them again, and add a 
third if desired. 

Why not let some of your older 
grades record carols and simple 
Christmas songs on tape? Then 
have a whole school sing, with 
each class remaining in its room. 
Open the doors and as the record- 
er is played they can join in the 
singing. The effect is wonderful. 

There are always a certain num- 
ber of children who have to miss 
the Christmas activities. If these 
programs are recorded on tape they 
can be sent home for the shut-ins 
to hear. Or, as a good language 
activity, let some children put a 
short program of their own on tape 
to go to shut-ins. Your local hos- 
pital’s children’s ward would be 
thrilled to get such a program. 

The pre-Christmas season is a 
nice time to have music in the cafe- 


Peter J. Lyon 


teria. Different classes can select 
their favorite records and put them 
on tape. You can start it with an 
announcement explaining which 
grade’s selections are being played. 
By putting the records on the tape, 
the music will be continuous and 
the machine needs little watching. 

If you are the person concerned 
with the Christmas program each 
year in your school, get someone to 
take a recording of the final per- 
formance. It’s an invaluable rec- 
ord and it gives you a chance to 
listen to the program objectively at 
a later time. 

Now what about the opaque 
projector? That collection of last 
year’s Christmas cards in your clos- 
et will provide wonderful motiva- 
tion for art lessons in design and 
color when shown in the opaque 
projector. Samples of gift wrap- 
ping paper are equally good when 
used in this way. Children get 
much more from group discussions 
when they are all looking at the 
same picture. 

When making scenery, you can 
blow up objects to the proper size, 
project them against the backdrop, 
and save many hours of time. This 
need not stifle originality. A child 
can make a drawing on a small 
scale, and with the opaque projec- 
tor easily enlarge it. He can follow 
the lines with charcoal and the 
whole backdrop is all sketched 
ready to paint. 

For kindergarten and primary 
grades, have a period when you en- 
joy stories and poems, using your 
flannelboard. Even older children 
enjoy developing a simple program 
of original stories illustrated with 
characters that they have prepared 
for the flannelboard. Slow learn- 
ers can work out a co-operative 
story with each participant adding 
his own characters to the flannel- 
board as he tells his part. 









Surely your projectors will be in 
use during the Christmas season. 
Schools should get gifts, just like 
children, and if you have no films 
or filmstrips suitable for holiday 
showing this is a good time to req- 


uisition some. Children are living 
in an active, overstimulated world 
in December and the showing of a 
movie or filmstrip often provides a 
change of pace that is not only re- 
freshing but very beneficial. Here 
are several titles of filmstrips: The 
Feast of Lights with Jesus (about 
Chanukah) from Society for Vis- 
ual Education, The Meaning of 
Christmas from Eye Gate House, 
Christmas in America from Mc- 
Graw-Hill Book Co., Text-Film 
Dept., and Christmas from Young 
America’s “Holiday Series.” Can 
you show films? There are three 
from Coronet: The Littlest Angel, 
Silent Night: Story of the Christ- 
mas Carol, and A Visit from St. 
Nicholas; and one from Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, A Christmas 
Gift. 

Be sure you read reviews of new 
records [page 80]. Some of these 
you will be able to borrow, others 
you will want to purchase, but 
don’t let the holiday season go by 
without several listening periods. 


Use some old favorites like “The 
Nutcracker Suite” and “The Pa- 
rade of the Wooden Soldiers” and 
even “White Christmas” and “Ru- 
dolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” 
If you have a parent who has a 
hobby of taking movies why not so- 
licit his services in making a movie 
of your Christmas program plus 
some scenes around your school 
showing attractive Christmas deco- 
rations and Christmas parties? 
There is one other phase of 
audio-visual activity that should 
not be overlooked. Encourage your 
children to take snapshots of school 
activities. A small camera with a 
flash unit will record Christmas 
decorations or some special mo- 
ment in the classroom. 
Photography is a wonderful hob- 
by for children to develop and 
there is no better time to encour- 
age such a practice than during 
this period when so much is hap- 
pening. Almost any child can take 
a good picture of his class Christ- 
mas tree, and if Santa Claus visits 
his school he wants a record of 
that too. 
So here’s wishing you a happy 
audio-visual pre-Christmas and 


maybe a tape recorder, projector, 
or camera for your own stocking. 








complete... compact . . “Teach-n-fun” 


| ART WORKSH 





Deluxe 
Woodburning Set 


with Electric ‘"WONDER PEN” 


A fascinating hobby kit. Will insure 
many happy hours of creative crofts- 
manship. Contoins easy-to-make pro- 
jects. Includes 11 woodburning plaques, 
tray, salt-pepper shakers, pen-pencil 
holder, 6 extra points, 2 pans, 10 pieces 
foil, paint brush ond color chips, sand- 
paper and inst. manual. U.L. approved 
pen gvoranteed for 


5 
yeors. Complete set $7.50 


only 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


“Teach-n-fun” craft sets ore available at lead- 
ing hobby shops and toy dealers. if not carried, 
just send check or money order direct—we'll ship 


AMERICAN TOY & FURNITURE CO 
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— oo oe _ 
4in1 
combination kit 
® woodburning * embossing 
® metal tapping ® color painting 


A delightful kit for ari minded students and 
teachers. Teaches 4 interesting ort subjects that 
are educational, stimulating and provide prac- 
tical hobby experience for future use and en- 
joyment. Kit includes METAL TAPPING with 
“ready -to-assemble” projects, WOODBURN.- 
ING on “prepared” plaques, COLOR PAINT- 
ING and EMBOSSING equipment. Each unit can 
be used individually wr combined to make fas- 
cinating mass projects. Offers unlimited crea- 
tive possibilities. Complete kit includes U. L. 
approved Electric Woodburning ‘Wonder Pen,"’ 
9 woodburning plaques, 4 metal plaques, 1 foil 
point and foil paper, paint chips, nails, paint 
brush, tapping hammer and tips. PLUS manv- 
als on woodburning, metal tap- 

ping and woodworking — with 

5 year pen guarantee $5. 50 





* id diatel 


with guorentee of sotis- 





Pp 


faction. Special quantity school discounts avail 
able. Write for prices. 


DEPT. 13 
6134 N. CLARK STREET 
® CHICAGO 25, ILLINOIS 
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FILL IN COMPLETELY 
and CLIP SEPARATELY for You 
you want. (Copied coupons 

TO DAY are not acceptable.) Send —— 
All in One envelope—with any required remittance—-to Coupon 


MAIL the coupons for the items 
Service, THE INSTRUCTOR Magazine, Dansville, N.Y. 


Coupons in this issue are on pages 
78, 80, and 84. 





NATURAL RUBBER BUREAU. Please send me Teaching Unit on Natural Rubber including 
charts, teacher's manual and pupil sheets 


Ins. 415 
Name Grade sone 
Street or R.D No. Pupils .. 
City , Zone State «sae 12-54 


THE ©O-P CRAFT CO., INC. 
log A Fiesta of Creative Art-Crafts,”’ 
cal purpose in the classroom 


Please send me without cost your colorful, descriptive cata- 
full of suggestions for making articles of practi- 


Ins. 253 
Name Ge scessssccas 
Street or R.D School 
City ‘ : Zone .. State . ~«» 12-54 


WHEELER PUBLISHING CO. Please send me your NEW four-color map of historic U. §$ 
Trails and information on your graded corrective reading program based on high interest 
leve! books for low ability readers. See ad on Page 4 


Ins. 405 
Name Teacher of Grade .......seeees 
Street or R.D School 
City Zone State 12-54 


VICTOR ANIMATOGRAPH CORPORATION. Piease send me your booklet “Blue Print for 
an Audio-Visual Program,'' describing how to get films and how to use them. 


Ins. 480 
Name Grade 
Street or R.D No. Pupils 
City , . Zone ° SOR cossstcen GOO 


COOPCOSOOEESESETTOOEOEEOESOEEESE SES EEEESES OSES SSESEESSESSOSSESSSSSSOOSESSSSOSSEOOS 
RIG-A-JIG CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL. Please send me 4-color brochure showing full 
details on using Rig-A-Jig Construction Material in Social Studies and other Ciass Ac- 
tivities. See ad on inside back cover, November 1954 issue of THE INSTRUCTOR. 


Ins. 223 
Neme Grade 
Street or R.D. ... No. Pupils 
City es : pevececocecoss BORO ovecees BOGS cccccccee URS 


COCOOOSE SESE OEE S EEO OS EEE ESOS OESOSTESOOSS ESE OE SES OOSEE OES OSESEOSOSOOES OSE SOOSEESS 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA, INC., Dept. 52-B. Please send reprint of your 12-page 
color brochure describing Britannica Junior, which appears in the November 1954 issue 
of THE INSTRUCTOR. 


Ins. 129 
Name GreSe cccce- coves 
Street or B.D. ... No. Pupils 
City Zone .. State . 12-54 


COOSSOSSSES OES ESO ESSE ES ESE SSS OES ESE SES ESSE SSE SCE SSE SESSSESEESSESSSSSSSESSESEESOES 
CREATIVE PLAYTHINGS, INC. Please send me a copy of your 24-page illustrated Arith- 
metic ‘‘Tangibles"’ catalog of visual tangible mathematical teaching aids for children 
from kindergarten to seventh grade. Covers number readiness, addition, subtraction, mul- 
tiplication, division, and fractions. 


Ins. 499 
Neme ; ‘ sée6 eee peeGes « Grade cccccccccce 
Street or R.D » BERG cccccucsacnsseues 
City . : . Zone .. State ssctess VO 


SOSSOOESOSSEEESESEE ESOS OESOSESESESEOSESES ESSE ES EEESESOSS EEE EEEEESESSEESOESOSESESS 
PERSONAL PRODUCTS CORP., Box 5461-10. Please send me free: new booklets [] ‘'Grow- 
ing up and Liking it’’; |) ‘It's So Much Easier When You Know''; [) ‘Sally and Mary 
and Kate Wondered"’; [) ‘How Shall | Tell My Daughter?"'; [] one Educational Portfolio 
on Menstrual Hygiene."’ 


Ins. 363 
Name Grade ..... 
Street of R.D. ... No. Pupils 
City senecees ‘ bdbeeteeeesececscs Zone : Sat. cccnccccs 12-54 


Please send me a set of your free teaching 


THE UNITED STATES BEET SUGAR ASSN 
unit on BEET SUGAR. 


Name 


Serene a0 BE céccccccsce cecesior , wi : scéneonte 
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Club Exchange 


THIS free service is open to elementary-school teachers and pupils. Reply 
to any of the notices published here by mailing your answers directly to the 
teacher whose address is given; or send us a notice of your own, mentioning 


some point of interest in your locality. 
six weeks following publication of your notice should be answered. 


All letters you receive during the 
Items 


should give complete addresses, and be signed by the teachers themselves. 


Send them early, addressed to: 
ville, N.Y. 


Club Exchange, Tue Instructor, Dans- 
We are unable to supply names of individual pen pals. 

Why not offer to exchange a reel of tape? 
describe your school, community, and the surrounding territory. 


In your recording, you could 
In ex- 


changing tape, be sure to tell the speed at which you recorded. 


Alabama.—My pupils in grade four 
and I should like to exchange letters, 
products, souvenirs, and art work with 
other schools in the United States. 
We live in a rich farming section of 
southeast Alabama. Address all mail 
to: Miss Reba Grice, 235 Broad 
Street, Headland, Alabama. 


California.—The sixth-grade class 
of Mrs. Faye Wills will gladly ex- 
change letters, cards, and souvenirs of 
California with other classes of chil- 
dren, ages ten to thirteen, in all parts 
of the world. We are within a few 
miles of ten major aircraft industries 
and are in the center of a dairying 
Oil wells are close by. Ad- 
Mrs. Faye 
School, 


area. 
dress correspondence to: 
Wills, c/o May Thompson 
Bellflower, California. 


California.—My pupils are interest- 
ed in finding pen pals in other states. 
We shall exchange cards, pictures, and 
souvenirs with all who write. Address 
correspondence to: Miss Bertha M. 
Olson, Central School, Redondo 
Beach, California. 


Ilinois.—My fifth-grade pupils and 
I should like to exchange letters, 
ideas, pictures, souvenirs, photographs 
of projects, post cards, products, and 
scrapbooks with pupils and teachers 
throughout the United States, Canada, 
and foreign lands. Indian legends are 
written about our city and bluffs. This 
is the fourth year we have carried on 
the Club Exchange project and we 
have gained so much knowledge, ideas, 
and a host of wonderful friends. When 
school started this fall I had a fine 
gift to present to the boys and girls 
a beautiful French doll sent to us by 
a fourth grade in Rochefort, France, 
to whom we send our thanks. Address: 
Mrs. Bertha Burt, McKinley School, 
121 West Elm Street, Alton, Illinois. 


IHinois.—The five pupils in the 
Braille class at Wheeling School in 
Wheeling, Illinois, would like to write 
to pupils in Florida or anywhere in 
the United States. They will put 
words in ink beneath each Braille 
word. Address correspondence to: 
Miss Junerose Brown, Teacher of 
Braille Class, Wheeling School, 
Wheeling, Illinois. 


lowa.—My sixth- and seventh-grade 
pupils would like to correspond with 
pupils of the same grades throughout 
the United States and other countries. 
We are located in a new suburban 
area north of Davenport. We do not 
even have a permanent school build- 
ing, although one is in the process of 
being built. Our schoolrooms are the 
living rooms of fifteen of the new 
homes. These homes have been set 
aside for school use until our new 
building is completed. Address mail 
to: Mrs. Olivia Wiese, Ridgeview 
School, Route 4, Davenport, Iowa. 


Nebraska.—Emmet is a small town 
in north central Nebraska. In our 
school we have twenty-six pupils in 
grades from beginners through the 
seventh. The children and I should 
enjoy hearing from pupils and teach- 


ers in other states and in other coun- 
tries. In this part of the state mixed 
farming and ranching are the chief in- 
dustries. We should be glad to ex- 
change pictures and products. Address 
mail to: Miss Helen Martens, Emmet, 


Nebraska. 


New York.—I am a__ first-grade 
teacher in Ripley Central School. I 
should be glad to exchange ideas in 
handwork, reading procedures, and 
teaching methods with other _first- 
grade teachers. My pupils would en- 
joy seeing samples of work done by 
first-graders in other schools. Address 
all correspondence to: Miss Frances 
Lillie, 7 Ross Street, Ripley, New 
York. 


Texas.—The third- and fourth-grade 
pupils of the Highland Park School 
desire to exchange letters, pictures, 
and items of interest with pupils of the 
same grades over the United States, 
its possessions, and foreign countries. 
Our school is one of three county 
schools and goes through the eigith 
grade. There are now 112 pupils en- 
rolled in this five-teacher school. We 
are in the heart of the Panhandle of 
Texas. Wheat, oil, and cattle are the 
chief products. Address: Mrs. L. W. 
Davis, 3302 West Lawn Avenue, Ama- 
rillo, Texas. 


Texas.—My seventh- and _ eighth- 
grade English pupils and I should like 
to exchange letters, post cards, souve- 
nirs, and products with pupils and 
teachers of other states, our outlying 
possessions, and foreign countries. We 
live in the southern part of Texas, 
about sixty miles northwest of Hous- 
ton. Our area produces cotton, pea- 
nuts, watermelons, rice, cattle, and oil. 
Address: Miss Martina Buelow, Bell- 


ville, Texas. 


Virginia.—Since my _ fifth-graders 
are studying about the United States 
they would like to correspond with 
pupils of the other states. We live in 
southside Virginia, in the tobacco 
belt. Address all correspondence to: 
Mrs. Westa Wood, Mount Ararat 
School, Box 392, Clarksville, Virginia 


Washington.— My fourth-grade class 
and I should like to exchange letters, 
pictures, and souvenirs with other 
fourth-grade pupils and teachers any- 
where in the United States, especially 
Nevada, and in foreign countries. We 
live in beautiful western Washington 
with its evergreen forests, mild cli- 
mate, and eternal snow-capped moun- 
tain peaks. Our new grade school is 
located along the old Oregon Trail 
and near the famous historical Cow- 
litz Landing. Address all mail to: 
Mrs. Martha Jacoby, Toledo, Wash- 


ington. 


Wisconsin.—My fifth- and sixth- 
grade pupils would like to correspond 
with boys and girls from other schools 
in different parts of the United States. 
They would like to exchange ideas 
and souvenirs. We live in the heart 
of the dairy belt. Address mail to: 
Mrs. Leonard Burrows, Holmen, Wis- 
consin. 





























Geet FOR THE 


Elementary, School 


Teacher of Physical Education, 
Central School, Dansville, New York 


‘Make your, noe, 
Canadian Vacation 
an. aduvevtine in msdou 

Travel-Living 


Wherever you go in Canada there is smart 
new comfort on Canadian National Railways. 
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Judoor Games 


BUILDING A CHIMNEY 


GRADES 1-6 


Hundreds of new passenger cars, 
the most modern type of equipment, 


— : , a3 . now bring you the things you've wanted 
FORMATION: Children are in their seats, but are divided into two equal groups or : wih 


oan : ’ . in train faciliti 
teams. Two milk bottles are placed on chairs, one in front of each team. cilities and accommodations 


starhing — no matter what your budget. 


EQUIPMENT: Two milk bottles and 


toothpicks. 





ACTION: Ata signal, the first player from each team goes to the bottle in front of his 
team, picks up a toothpick, and lays it on top of the bottle. He returns to his seat 
and the second player places a toothpick on top of the bottle, parallel to the first one. 
The third player places a toothpick across the first two. The fourth player puts a 
toothpick across the ‘other end of the first two, thus forming a square. The players 
build the “chimney” in this manner as high as possible. Play continues until each 
child has had three turns. The team having the higher chimney wins. 

Note: When a “chimney” falls over or part of the toothpicks fall off, the next one 
on that team continues the building from that point. 


(-ANADIAN 


NATIONAL 
RAILWAYS 





WHERE IS SANTA CLAUS? 


GRADES 1-6 


EQUIPMENT: Several pictures of Santa 
about 1'2” high, hidden by the teacher. 


FORMATION: Children are in their seats waiting for the starting signal. 


Ask about Canada's 10 Top 
Maple Leaf Vacations 


Offices in principal U.S. cities or Passenger Dept., 
360 McGill St., Montreal, Canoda. 


ACTION: At a signal, all of the children start hunting for the pictures of Santa which 
the teacher has previously placed about the room. They may have about three min- 
utes to see how many they can get, and then at a signal from the teacher again, they 
return to their seats. The row collecting the most pictures is the winner. 








Larson LEATHERCRAFT 


A SLEIGH RIDE WITH ST. NICHOLAS 


GRADES 1-6 


EQUIPMENT: None. 
sref lasts iia) * Guaranteed quality 


* Complete stock 






?ORMATION: Children remain in their seats until they are chosen. 
FORM : ya FREE! —Ilustrated Catalog 
WRITE TODAY! Big new book 
shows all leathercraft ideas, from 
ready-cut Beginners’ Kits {no « 
tools used) to latest projects for 

expert craftsmen. SAVE TIME! 

Use one COMPLETE source for 

all tools and materials. Orders 
— shipped same day received. 

Careful, accurate grading plus dependable, guar- 

anteed quality assure uniform selection and consis- 

tently excellent results. Send for your copy now! 
4.C. LARSON COMPANY, INC. 

820 S. Tripp Ave., Dept.4515, Chicago 24, Ill. 


ACTION: One child, chosen to be St. Nicholas, starts walking slowly around the room 
until he finds another child whom he would like to invite to go sleigh riding with him. 
He then asks, “Would you like to go for a sleigh ride with me?” If the answer is yes, 
he stands, joins hands with St. Nicholas, and they continue around the room to the 
next one whom he would like to ask. This goes on until there are ten players follow- 
ing the leader. Suddenly St. Nick says, “Run home now!” and each player tries to 
get back to his own seat first. The child doing this first becomes the new St. Nick. 











Outdoor Games Books of All Publishers 


FREE POSTAGE 
Louls Goldberg, P.O. Box 6535, Philadelphia 38, Pe. 


KING AND QUEEN 


EQUIPMENT: Plenty of snow. 


























° 
GRADES 3-6 ° asift 
| 2 airls RETRACTABLE BALL PENS $6.00 Doren 
FORMATION: Boys and girls are in two separate groups, side by side, and facing a o49 _— a — ve 9 Hag $120 redtins 
line which has been drawn in the snow about 25 feet away. ° f+ Makes nice present. 
fe) 35 SPECIALTY PRODUCTS COMPANY 
. é ; ro) Box 338 Murrysville 2, Penna. 
ACTION: Each of the children makes one snowball and tries to throw it across the 
25-foot line. Those who are successful may remain in the game and try to throw it ° J. — TEACHERS— 
across the next line, which is about 35 feet away. If unsuccessful, they must drop * “sit 
out, while the others try the next distance of 45 feet. Play continues in this manner x boys AIL! 
with the distance increased each time until only one boy and one girl are left. BORROW byM ° 
These are the winners and are called the King and the Queen. x 550 S600 compierery 
to CONFIDENTIAL! 














It's fast! It's entirely private! Yes, 
regardless of where you live, if you 
are steadily employed you can get a 
quick cash loan from Postal Finance Com- 
pany entirely by reall. No Agents will call 





Four sleds 


RUN, REINDEER, RUN 


GRADES 1-6 


EQUIPMENT: 


on you. Me endorsers required. Repay in 

7%. 2 . . ° rf sma!) monthly payments to fit your income 
FORMATION: Children are in relay formation in four equal and parallel rows, facing No principal payments required during 
starti ine Lac / Mas a Sic loyer, relatives, tradespeople and friends 
starting line. Each row has a sled. Pill not know you ere applying for « loan. 


50 ft 








RUSH COUPON for information and 
Money west Form sent to you free in 
plain enve . No obligation. Act today. 


j Postar FINANCE CO. Dept. 58z 
200 Keeoline Bidg., Omaha, Ne 





starting line AcTION: At a signal, the first child in each row starts pulling the second child on 


the sled toward a turning line about 50 feet in front of him. Upon reaching this 








—— 
ept. 
brasks 


x XxX 
KKK XK 








xX 
x 
x 
x 


xX XK X 


line, the rider jumps up, changes places with his partner, and starts pulling him back 
to the starting line. When they return to the line, the third and fourth players start 
out in the same manner. Play continues until all in each row have had a turn. The 
row with all its players in their original positions first is the winner. 
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l Please rush FREE information and Money Request Form | 


] name... ; , 
ADDRESS oe svnammnes | 


TOWN STATE . . 
mm ee ee 





items 


FILL IN COMPLETELY 
and CLIP SEPARATELY for (974 
you want. (Copied coupons 
A 
are mot acceptable.) Send 
All in One envelope—with any required remittance—to Coupon 


the coupons for the 
Service, THE INSTRUCTOR Magazine, Dansville, N.Y. 


Coupons in this issue are on pages 
78, 80, and 84. 





Please send me a sample of the new COMPTON TEACH- 


F. £. COMPTON & COMPANY. 
and Complete List of Titles available 


ING UNITS (for Primary and Elementary Grades 
| prefer a unit on 
Ins. 308 
Name Grade 
Street or R.D No. Pupils .. 
Ge ccs Zone State . 12-54 


SOOSSSSSSSSSESSSESES SS SSSSSESSSSSSSSESSSESSESSESSESSSSSSSSSESSSSSESSSSESESESESESEOES 


Please send me further information about your 1954 Christmas 


LEDO PENCIL CO., INC. 


Personalized Pencil offer 
Ins. 394 
Name Grade 
Street or R.D School 
GW ovdeceeses ee ; ; -.+» Zone SRNGS cccccccis 12-54 


NATIONAL EMBOSSING CO. 


cils as used in fund raising 


Please forward literature describing your imprinted pen 


Ins. 517 


Name School 


Street or R.0 


City Zone State 12-54 


SOSSSSESESESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESESSSESSSSSESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESSSSSSSSSESSSSSSSESESOESESOS 


WALTER ASHE RADIO COMPANY. Please send me a copy of your 1954 catalogue of 
everything in Radio, TV and Electronic Equipment 


Ins. 488 
Name Schoo 
Street or R.D. 
State 12-54 


City SecbSevebecosescece Zone 
COCO OSESE SES OSEEESEEE EEE EEEEEOESEEEEESEE ESE EEEESOOESESOSSSSOSSSESESSOSSOOOSSOOESD 
NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK. Please send me a copy of your attractive book 


let ‘The Traveler's Friend which contains valuable hints when spending travelers checks 


and tells you how to travel securely 
ins. 453 


Name 


Street or R.D 


Zone State . 12-54 


City 
SOCOSSOSOSSEEEESSESOEESEOSSSEESESESESEESESESSESESESESESESEESSSESSSSSSSSSESOSSSESESEOS 


STATE FINANCE COMPANY, Dept. W-133 
plete information about your Borrow-By-Ma 


in @ plain envelope, com 
as described in ad 


Please send me 
service for teachers 


vertisement on Page 3 
Ins. 328 
Name Grade 
Street or R.D. . School 
City Zone State 12-54 


CUSHMAN & DENISON MFG. CO., Dept. TI-31. Please send FLO-MASTER SCHOOL 


BULLETIN, showing many ways a teocher can use the FLO-MASTER FELT TIP PEN 
Ins. 377 
Name Grade. ciccecccses 
Street or R.D No. Pupils 
City : seuneshecds secee anee State . 12-54 


THE STRATHMORE COMPANY. Please send me Free 24-page color catalog of MAGIC 


SLATES. See ad on Page 6 


ins. 282 
Name Grade 
Street or &.D No. Pupils ... 
City Zone State . 12-54 





Here's the book you've been waiting for—a complete class- 
room poetry book POEMS CHILDREN ENJOY contains 
nearly 700 poems for every holiday, every special occasion, 
recitations, social studies and English. This 112-page vol- 
ume combines verse which has appeared in THE INSTRUCTOR with favorite poems 
by many noted authors Illustrations huve been carefully drawn by artists familiar 
to INSTRUCTOR readers. Contents are carefully organized according to occasion or 
subject matter Postage prepaid on cash orders Hard Cover $2.50. Paper Cover $2.00. 


Order from: F. A. Owen Publishing Co., Dansville, N.Y. 
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the most musical time 
during the entire school year is 


ERHAPS 


Christmas. It would be a strange 
schoolroom indeed that did not re- 
sound with carols to help celebrate 
the Nativity. No doubt youwwish 
there were more time-*> *e*eh the 
many beautiful songs 
found in every songh 
is your record collec 
willing to wager t 
Christmas recordings 
are old and worn, am 
been discarded long ; 
Why not treat y 
brand-new album tl 
buy Music at Christ: 
Elementary Grades 
WE 88, 45 rpm, $4.80 
Christmas album {fr 
Record Library fo 
Schools, and contain 
pling of carols on fot 
the traditional numb 
from “Silent Night 
Three Ships”—and ; 
ennial school favorit 
the Stars,” “Birthda 
and “O Holy Night 
and boys will enjoy 
soprano, tenor, and 
es, and your own Wi 
take the rest they] 
during this busy tum 
guide is enclosed. € 
est features of thi 
that each song $e 
good length for gr 
tening, so that ther 
worry about wamin 
If you already hi 
good basic collectiori*u Ca@svaayg yeu 
might like to add to your séason- 
al music some special selections for 
listening. Try Seasons Greetings 
from Leopold Stokowski (RCA 
Victor, ERA 119, 45 rpm, $2.90), 
and you will be pleased to hear the 
beautiful Pastoral section of The 
Messiah. This selection could act 
as a lovely bit of “mood music” for 
that quiet place in your Christmas 
play. The Mozart “Sleigh Ride” 
is full of ff and pp sections, and 
would be a wonderful creative 
rhythm-band number. I am sure 
your bandsmen would enjoy fitting 
appropriate instruments to the mu- 
sic, provided that they’ve had the 
opportunity to hear the selection 
several times. Debussy’s “The Snow 
Is' Dancing” makes a wonderful 
accompaniment to an _ original 
dance by the snow fairies in your 
Christmas play, and is short enough 
so the “fairies” wouldn’t get too 


REVIEWS of New Recor 





“os 4 







worn out before the music is fin- 
ished! Also included is Tradition- 
al Russian Christmas music. 

Each holiday season brings a crop 
of popular songs—and although 
some are of the caliber of “Santa 
Baby,” there is always one that 
seems appropriate for children to 
sing. Moreover, your class will like 
nothing better than to sing a song 
that they hear on the radio or TV, 
so when they request Suzy Snow- 
flake buy the recording instead of 
sheet music. A very nice rendition 
is nrovided by 2 

y 


WA 





Art Gilmore on Capitol KASF- 


3204 (45 rpm, $1.10, or 78 rpm, 
$.99). It’s ali about some mice 
waltzing gaily until the cat con- 
tingent hears about their revels. 
You can guess that the mice dis- 
guise themselves as flowers,and the 
dance goes on. The music, per- 
formed by the Continental Sym- 
phony Orchestra, and the story 
help to build interest in music at 
an early age. 

Have a Merry Christmas that’s 
chock-full of music! 


Where to Get the Records 


If records reviewed in this depart- 
ment each month cannot be purchased 
or ordered from your local record 
store, you can secure them from either 
of these two supply houses: Children’s 
Reading Service, 1078 St. John’s Place, 
Brooklyn 13, N.Y. (excellent catalogue 
classified and graded, $.10), and Edu- 
cational Services, 1730 Eye St.. N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. (free catalogue). 

















Annotated List of Beoks for 
Supplementary Reading—Cata- 
logue of 1000 children’s books, grouped 
by subject and graded for kindergarten 
through grade six (Children’s Reading 
Service, 1078 St. John’s Place, Brooklyn 
13; free if request is on official letter- 
head). 






Aviation Education Materials 
and Services—Excelient booklets, 


leaflets, 


aide cucanctinns ta teachers slidefilms. 


VY 





tion Division of American Forest Prod- 
ucts Industries, 1816 N St., N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C.; free). 


George Washington Carver 
Brochure describing the National Mon- 
ument at Diamond, Missouri, with a 
brief résumé of Carver's life and work; 
ask for No. I 29.21:G 29/10/953 (Na- 
tional Park Service, Department of the 
Interior, Washington, D.C.; single cop- 
ies free; bulk quantities from the Gov- 
Printing Office, Washington 
for $2.25 per hundred). 


ernment 


25, D.C., 


Janie Learns to Read—Handbook 
for parents whose child will soon learn 
to read; the parent in this booklet 
learns the basis for present-day ways of 
teaching reading (NEA, 1201 Sixteenth 
St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C.; single 
copy, $.50; write for bulk order rate). 


Learning Unlimited—Sugeestions 
for using motion pictures to the best 


BE SURE TO WRITE TO 








Made to ORDER 


FREE AND INEXPENSIVE | 
MATERIALS YOU WILL ) 


WANT TO ORDER 








advantage, including good projection 
techniques and criteria for selecting and 
evaluating films (Bell & Howell Co., 
7100 McCormick Rd., Chicago 45; 
free). 


Money Management, Your Shel- 
ter Dollar—Brochure which discusses 
questions on renting, buying, and build- 
ing a home, including a check list for 
evaluating adequacy and condition of 
property for rent or for sale (Consumer 
Education Department, Household Fi- 
mance..Corporation, 919 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago 11; free). 


hild Life, 


+f guide, 
‘d 


1952; 


| a re- 
s (Gov- 


Washington 


Compos- 
tures of fa- 
@estrina to 
On of Amer- 
fon, Educa- 
N.J., $.10). 


Prejection 
on how to 
good screen 
i size; porta- 
illation type 
diant Manu- 
0 S. Talman 


a—Pamphlet 
ian Andersen 
ty tales; also 
aut Denmark 
, 588 Fifth 


les of 


istmas season 
ition Service, 
w York 20; 


omemy cowwen —wwuncstyle booklet 
about Smoky Stover and his tips for 
preventing fires (National Fire Protec- 
tion Association, 60 Batterymarch St., 
Boston, Mass.; free). 


UNICEF Christmas Greeting or 
Note Cards—Boxes of Christmas 
greeting or note cards; each box contains 
ten cards with either a color photograph 
of the UN Building by Blumenfeld, or 
two each of five paintings by Roger 
Duvoisin depicting amusements of boys 
and girls in five different countries. 
When ordering, specify whether you 
want Christmas greeting or note cards, 
and Blumenfeld or Duvoisin illustra- 
tions (UNICEF Greeting Card Fund, 
United Nations, N.Y.; $1.00 per box). 


What Does Your Smile Show?— 
Booklet written to children about their 
teeth and care of them (The Borden 
Company, 350 Madison Ave., New 
York; free). 


THE ADDRESS GIVEN IN 
EACH CASE. DO NOT WRITE TO THE INSTRUCTOR. 














CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


FOR YOUR PUPILS 


Inexpensive, Charming, Always Appreciited 


NAME PENCILS 


* ONLY HIGH QUALITY PENCILS USED x 


LELD LD TRL LR BOLD LO LOLOL LOLOL LOLOL LOLOL LOLOL. 


1. FEATURE 
OFFER 


PERSONALIZED 

PENCILS, EACH 
A DIFFERENT COLOR, 
WITH LEATHERETTE CASE 
PERSONALIZED AND IMPRINTED 
AS SHOWN IN PICTURE. 


Sturdy, long lasting leatherette 











FR LO LOLE LE FORFAR FD FOLD 


PROMPT 
DELIVERY 









ORDE 







case with button snap. 
They come in assorted bright 


colors. 





4 SPECIAL OFFER 


PERSONALIZED PENCILS IN 

: ASSORTED COLORS EN. 

+ CASED IN AN ATTRACTIVE XMAS 
LEATHER- 
ETTE CASE 

t IMPRINTED 

t AND 
PERSONAL. 
IZED AS 

| SHOWN IN 

; PICTURE. A 

| YEAR'S 

} SUPPLY. 


Only! 464 re» 


3. ECONOMY OFFER 


PENCIL SET ENCASED 
IN AN ATTRACTIVE, 
; TIN FOIL CHRISTMAS BOX, 
| EACH PENCIL A DIFFERENT 
- COLOR IMPRINTED IN 

; GILT WITH 


“SEASON'S GREETINGS 
FROM YOUR TEACHER” 


Only! 18 


_PER SET 


THE ONLY SET OF § 
ITS KIND TO BE & 1 
HAD AT SUCH 
A LOW COST! 


Ouly! 
29% vs 


2. STANDARD OFFER 
PENCIL SET ENCASED 
IN AN ATTRACTIVE 
TIN FOIL CHRISTMAS BOX. 
EACH PENCIL A DIFFERENT 
COLOR IMPRINTED 
IN GILT WITH THE 
RECIPIENT'S FULL 
NAME, AS SHOWN 
IN PICTURE. 


Only! 
16€ rs 











PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NAMES IN ORDER TO 
NOTE: insure promt DELIVERY. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL 
LATER TO ORDER. ORDER NOW AND BE SURE!!! 


PAYMENT—Your Choice—1. Remit with Order—2. C.O.D. 
Send Your Order to 


NATIONAL EMBOSSING COMPANY 


P.O. Box 1214, semn* 
STAMFORD, CONN 
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FILL IN COMPLETELY 
and CLIP SEPARATELY 
the coupons for the items C04 
you want. (Copied coupons 
are not acceptable.) Send eee 
All in One envelope—with any required remittance—to Coupon 
Service, THE INSTRUCTOR Magazine, Dansville, N.Y. 
Coupons in this issue are on pages 
78, 80, and 84. 





COSCO OOOSSESEO ESOS EEE OESOEEEES ESE SES ESE SEO EES SESE SESESEESSSSSESSSESEOOSSSESOOES 
F. &. COMPTON & COMPANY. Please send me a sample of the new COMPTON TEACH- 
ING UNITS [for Primary and Elementary Grades) and Complete List of Titles available 
| prefer a unit on 
Ins. 308 


GraGS cavccces 





Name 


Street or R.D o BR FRED ccces 


City . . Zone State ......... 12-84 


LEDO PENCIL CO., INC. Please send me further information about your 1954 Christmas 
Personalized Pencil offer 


Ins. 394 
Name Grade 
Street or R.D. ; . School , sehewedaee 
GY ccorccccceccccsces dewedeatebecees ~.+» Zone . State neenase 12-54 


@ MATIONAL EMBOSSING CO. Please forward literature describing your imprinted pen- 


cils as used in fund raising 
Ins. 517 


Name School 


Street or R.D. . : WeTTTTT TTT Tit 
City . , . Zone State : 12-54 
COCR O OEE EEEO ESOS EE OEEESEEEESEEOSEOESEEESESEESE SES ESESESSSOSOSOESSSSOSSOOSOOES 


WALTER ASHE RADIO COMPANY. Please send me a copy of your 1954 catalogue of 
everything in Radio, TV and Electronic Equipment 


Ins. 488 
Name Schoo 
Street or R.D. 
City poebecbocenes cebecece Zone State 12-54 


SOSSSSESSSESESSSSEESHSSSESESSHESSSESSSSSSSSESESSSSESSSSSSSSESESSSESSESESSSSESSSSSEOEEES 


NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK. Please send me a copy of your attractive book- 
let “The Traveler's Friend,’ which contains valuable hints when spending travelers checks 
and tells you how to travel! securely 


ins. 453 
Pre ree rrr re Trrrt tr? TT TTT TITTLE ETETIT TT LILT iii tit ° 
Street or R.D 
City , : Zone State «eee 12-54 


COPECO EEO EEEEE EEE OEEOEE ES EEEESEESEEEEESE ESOS EERESEOSE SSE SES OSE SESSEEOSESOESEOOSS 
STATE FINANCE COMPANY, Dept. W-133. Please send me, in a plain envelope, com 
plete information about your Borrow-By-Mail service for teachers, as described in ad 
vertisement on Page 3 


Ins. 328 
Name : eees pecceceeoe See6eeee Grade ......++. 
Street or R.D. ... : ° School 
City . , : . Zone State .. 12-54 


CUSHMAN & DENISON MFG. CO., Dept. Ti-31. Please send FLO-MASTER SCHOOL 
BULLETIN, showing many ways a teocher can use the FLO-MASTER FELT TIP PEN 


Ins. 377 
Name ; ‘ smaseaneces secboaseceos cocccce QHOED cocccesccce 
Street or R.D oboe es So hbbbbceSd cee cenceendeeadevadebecessees No. Pupils 
City acesoncdsceceseasénese sec «+se» Zone . State jonetcn Te 


THE STRATHMORE COMPANY. Please send me Free 24-page color catalog of MAGIC 
SLATES. See ad on Page 6 


Ins. 282 
Name Grade 
Street or R.D. No. Pupils ..... 
City ; ; Zone .. State .. 12-54 





Here's the book you've been waiting for—a complete class- 
room poetry book. POEMS CHILDREN ENJOY contains 
nearly 700 poems for every holiday, every special occasion, 
recitations, social studies and English. This 112-page vol- 


ume combines verse which has appeared in THE INSTRUCTOR with favorite poems 
by many noted authors. Illustrations have been carefully drawn by artists familiar 
to INSTRUCTOR readers. Contents are carefully organized according to occasion or 
subject matter. Postage prepaid on cash orders. Hard Cover $2.50. Paper Cover $2.00. 


Order from: F. A. Owen Publishing Co., Dansville, N.Y. 
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ERHAPS the most musical time 

during the entire school year is 
Christmas. It would be a strange 
schoolroom indeed that did not re- 
sound with carols to help celebrate 
the Nativity. No doubt you wish 
there were more time to teach the 
many beautiful songs that can be 
found in every songbook. But how 
is your record collection? I'd be 
willing to wager that the few 
Christmas recordings you can find 
are old and worn, and should have 
been discarded long ago. 

Why not treat yourself to a 
brand-new album this year, and 
buy Music at Christmas Time for 
Elementary Grades (RCA Victor 
WE 88, 45 rpm, $4.80). This is the 
Christmas album from the Basi 
Record Library for Elementary 
Schools, and contains a fine sam- 
pling of carols on four records. All 
the traditional numbers are present 
from “Silent Night” to “I Saw 
Three Ships”—and also such per- 
ennial school favorites as “Under 
the Stars,” “Birthday of a King,” 
and “O Holy Night.” Your girls 
and boys will enjoy the sound of 
soprano, tenor, and contralto voic- 
es, and your own vocal cords can 
take the rest they probably crave 
during this busy time. A teacher’s 
guide is enclosed. One of the nic- 
est features of this collection is 
that each song seems to be a 
good length for grade school lis- 
tening, so that there’s no need to 
worry about waning attention. 

If you already have access to a 
good basic collection of carols, you 
might like to add to your season- 
al music some special selections for 
listening. Try Seasons Greetings 
from Leopold Stokowski (RCA 
Victor, ERA 119, 45 rpm, $2.90), 
and you will be pleased to hear the 
beautiful Pastoral section of The 
Messiah. This selection could act 
as a lovely bit of “mood music” for 
that quiet place in your Christmas 
play. The Mozart “Sleigh Ride” 
is full of ff and pp sections, and 
would be a wonderful creative 
rhythm-band number. I am sure 
your bandsmen would enjoy fitting 
appropriate instruments to the mu- 
sic, provided that they’ve had the 
opportunity to hear the selection 
several times. Debussy’s “The Snow 
Is Dancing” makes a wonderful 
accompaniment to an _ original 
dance by the snow fairies in your 
Christmas play, and is short enough 
so the “fairies” wouldn’t get too 


worn out before the music is fin- 
ished! Also included is Tradition- 
al Russian Christmas music. 

Each holiday season brings a crop 
of popular songs—and although 
some are of the caliber of “Santa 
Baby,” there is always one that 
seems appropriate for children to 
sing. Moreover, your class will like 
nothing better than to sing a song 
that they hear on the radio or TV, 
so when they request Suzy Snow- 
flake buy the recording instead of 
sheet music. A very nice rendition 
is provided by Rosemary Clooney 
on Columbia record  J-1783, 
Rosemary Clooney Sings Christmas 
Songs (45 rpm, extended play, 
$1.47). Three other seasonal num- 
bers are on the same disc—“Win- 
ter Wonderland”—an old favorite, 
and “Little Red Riding Hood’s 
Christmas Tree”—rather nice but 
hard for children to learn, and 
“C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S”—which is a 
very lovely spelling song. 

We all know that “Rudolph” is 
here to stay—so you may as well 
add a recording of Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer to your record 
collection. A good record features 
the voice of Bob Hannon, and in- 
cludes on the reverse side the ever 
popular Up on the Housetop (Co- 
lumbia J 4-713, 45 rpm, $.49). 

Your class may like to learn 
Freddie the Little Fir Tree (Co- 
lumbia, J-4-172, 45 rpm, $.49), 
and they may already know Gene 
Autry’s recording of Where Did 
My Snowman Go? on the same 
record. Later both songs will help 
put cheer into a dull January day. 

No doubt you will want your 
class to hear some music from The 
Nutcracker Suite. If your choice is 
“Waltz of the Flowers,” you may 
wish yeu had a story to go with it, 
other than the traditional one. 
A very nice little tale is spun by 
Art Gilmore on Capitol KASF- 
3204 (45 rpm, $1.10, or 78 rpm, 
$.99). It’s all about some mice 
waltzing gaily until the cat con- 
tingent hears about their revels. 
You can guess that the mice dis- 
guise themselves as flowers,and the 
dance goes on. The music, per- 
formed by the Continental Sym- 
phony Orchestra, and the story 
help to build interest in music at 
an early age. 

Have a Merry Christmas that’s 
chock-full of music! 


Where to Get the Records 


If records reviewed in this depart- 
ment each month cannot be purchased 
or ordered from your local record 
store, you can secure them from either 
of these two supply houses: Children’s 
Reading Service, 1078 St. John’s Place, 
Brooklyn 13, N.Y. (excellent catalogue 
classified and graded, $.10), and Edu- 
cational Services, 1730 Eye St.. N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. (free catalogue). 








Annotated List of Books for 
Supplementary Reading—Cata- 
logue of 1000 children’s books, grouped 
by subject and graded for kindergarten 
through grade six (Children’s Reading 
Service, 1078 St. John’s Place, Brooklyn 
13; free if request is on official letter- 
head), 


Aviation Education Materials 
and Services—Excelient booklets, 
leaflets, bulletin-board pictures, teaching 
aids, suggestions to teachers, slidefilms, 
and films, for use with a unit on avia- 
tion; ask for those materials suitable for 
elementary grades (United Air Lines, 
School ~ College Service, 80 East 
42nd St., New York 17; fee). 


Cram’s Markable - Kleenable 
Maps and Glebes—Catalogue de- 
scribing the new series of markable 
maps and globes as well as other prod- 
ucts (The George F. Cram Co., Inc., 
730 East Washington St., Indianapolis 
7, Ind.; free). 


Department of Army Posters, 
Number 21—Series of 15 colored 
posters dramatizing history and accom- 
plishments of the U.S. Army from the 
time of the Revolution; each poster de- 
picts a particular scene with soldiers in 
authentic uniforms; specify what period 
(Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C.; each poster $.15). 


Equipment and Supplies fer 
Early Childhoed Education 
New two-purpose catalogue which serves 
as an educational supply source book as 
well as a textbook or practical guide for 
using nursery, kindergarten, and pri- 
mary school play materials (Childcraft 
Equipment Co., Inc., 155 East 23rd St., 
New York 10; free). 


Forestry Educational Materi- 
al—Booklets and posters discussing tree 
farming and conservation as well as var- 
ious phases of the forestry and lumber 
industry; write for catalogue (Educa- 
tion Division of American Forest Prod- 
ucts Industries, 1816 N St., N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C.; free). 


George Washington Carver— 
Brochure describing the National Mon- 
ument at Diamond, Missouri, with a 
brief résumé of Carver's life and work; 
ask for No. I 29.21:G 29/10/953 (Na- 
tional Park Service, Department of the 
Interior, Washington, D.C.; single cop- 


ies free; bulk quantities from the Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 
25, D.C., for $2.25 per hundred). 


Janie Learns to Read—Handbook 
for parents whose child will soon learn 
to read; the parent in this booklet 
learns the basis for present-day ways of 
teaching reading (NEA, 1201 Sixteenth 
St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C.; single 
copy, $.50; write for bulk order rate). 


Learning Unlimited—Suggestions 
for using motion pictures to the best 


Made to ORDER 


FREE AND INEXPENSIVE | 
MATERIALS YOU WILL 


WANT TO ORDER 











advantage, including good projection 
techniques and criteria for selecting and 
evaluating films (Bell & Howell Co., 
7100 McCormick Rd., Chicago 45; 
free). 


Money Management, Your Shel- 
ter Dollar—Brochure which discusses 
questions on renting, buying, and build- 
ing a home, including a check list for 
evaluating adequacy and condition of 
property for rent or for sale (Consumer 
Education Department, Household Fi- 
nance Corporation, 919 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago 11; free). 


Motion Pictures on Child Life, 
Supplement No. I—Film guide, 
supplementing list published in 1952; 
topics include mental health, family re- 


lationships, behavior difficulties (Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 
25, D.C.; $.15). 


Pictures of Famous Compos- 
ers—Sheet containing pictures of fa- 
mous composers from Palestrina to 
Copeland (Radio Corporation of Amer- 
ica, R.C.A. Victor Division, Educa- 
tional Section, Camden 2, N.J., $.10). 


Pocket Catalogue on Projection 
Sereens—Helpful hints on how to 
choose projection screens, good screen 
surfaces, and correct screen size; porta- 
ble and permanent installation type 
screens are described (Radiant Manu- 
facturing Corporation, 1200 S. Talman 
Ave., Chicago 8; free). 


The Real Andersen—Pamphiet 
giving life of Hans Christian Andersen 
and text of one of his fairy tales; also 
request other materials about Denmark 
(Danish Information Office, 588 Fifth 
Ave., New York 36; free). 


Santa Claus in Heolland—Tales of 
the observance and celebration of St. 
Nicholas Day and the Christmas season 
(The Netherlands Information Service, 
10 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20; 
free). 


Smoky Stover—Comic-style booklet 
about Smoky Stover and his tips for 
preventing fires (National Fire Protec- 
tion Association, 60 Batterymarch St., 
Boston, Mass. ; free). 


UNICEF Christmas Greeting or 
Nete Cards—Boxes of Christmas 
greeting or note cards; each box contains 
ten cards with either a color photograph 
of the UN Building by Blumenfeld, or 
two each of five paintings by Roger 
Duvoisin depicting amusements of boys 
and girls in five different countries. 
When ordering, specify whether you 
want Christmas greeting or note cards, 
and Blumenfeld or Duvoisin illustra- 
tions (UNICEF Greeting Card Fund, 
United Nations, N.Y.; $1.00 per box). 


What Does Your Smile Show?— 
Booklet written to children about their 
teeth and care of them (The Borden 
Company, 350 Madison Ave., New 
York; free). 


BE SURE TO WRITE TO THE ADDRESS GIVEN IN 
EACH CASE. DO NOT WRITE TO THE INSTRUCTOR. 

















CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


FOR YOUR PUPILS 


Inexpensive, Charming, Always Appreciated 


NAME PENCILS 


* ONLY HIGH QUALITY PENCILS USED x 


PERLE LD LOLOL ERLE LE LOLOL FOOL LLL LOL, 


1. FEATURE —— 


DE 
OFFER NOW: 
PERSONALIZED 


PENCILS, EACH 
A DIFFERENT COLOR, 
WITH LEATHERETTE CASE 
PERSONALIZED AND IMPRINTED 
AS SHOWN IN PICTURE. 


Sturdy, long lasting leatherette 
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PROMPT 
DELIVERY 






















































case with button snap. 
They come in assorted bright 


colors. 





4 SPECIAL OFFER 


PERSONALIZED PENCILS IN 

ASSORTED COLORS EN. 

+ CASED IN AN ATTRACTIVE XMAS 
LEATHER- 
ETTE CASE 
IMPRINTED 

; AND 

> PERSONAL- 

; IZED AS 

| SHOWN IN 

| PICTURE. A 

| YEAR'S 
SUPPLY. 


Only! 464 


3. ECONOMY OFFER 


PENCIL SET ENCASED 

IN AN ATTRACTIVE, 

| TIN FOIL CHRISTMAS. BOX, 

EACH PENCIL A DIFFERENT 

' COLOR IMPRINTED IN 
GILT WITH 


“SEASON'S GREETINGS 
FROM YOUR TEACHER” 


Only! 116 


_PER SET 


THE ONLY SET OF § 
ITS KIND TO BE # 1 
HAD AT SUCH 
A LOW COST! 


Ouly.! 
LIF ver se 


2. STANDARD OFFER 
PENCIL SET ENCASED 
IN AN ATTRACTIVE 
TIN FOIL CHRISTMAS BOX. 
EACH PENCIL A DIFFERENT 
COLOR IMPRINTED 
IN GILT WITH THE 
RECIPIENT'S FULL 
NAME, AS SHOWN 
IN PICTURE. 


Only! 
164 0 








PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NAMES IN ORDER TO 
NOTE: insure prompt DELIVERY. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL 
LATER TO ORDER. ORDER NOW AND BE SURE!!! 


PAYMENT—Your Choice—1. Remit with Order—2. C.O.D. 
Send Your Order to : 


NATIONAL EMBOSSING COMPANY “Stamronn. Conn.” 
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Bodkin Art Frame 


A large blunt embroidery needle is used to 
sew designs on netting with yarn. A wooden 
base holds the frame, adjustable to any angle, 
on which the netting is stretched. Small fingers 
can easily thread the bodkin with bright yarns. 
Patterns can be transferred from paper to the 
netting by drawing over a piece of carbon pa- 
per placed under the design. Some designs are 
included, but original ones may be drawn. 
Purses, handbags, pot holders, kitchen mits, and 
Christmas stockings may be made. $3.50 from 
Holgate Brothers, Kane, Pa. (4153). 


Steel Work Bench Kit 


This is a sturdy bench that will give ample sur- 
face for sawing and hammering. The dimen- 
sions of the bench, when assembled, are 33” 
high and 5’ long. The length can be varied to 
desired size. Kit contains steel legs, drawer, 
and back supports, bolts and screws. The finish 
is black enamel. Graff Sales Company, 247 
Mosself Ave. Kalamazoo, Mich. $12.95. 


Ukuiele 


The T.V. Pal DeLuxe is a top quality instru- 
ment with extended, concert-size fingerboard. 
Made of plastic, with nylon strings, the body 
is beautifully grained and the top is ivory fin- 
ish. In combination with a visual chordmaster, 
made for standard tuning, Model T-5 is $4.95. 
By Paramount Distributors, Inc., T.V. Pal uku- 
leles can be purchased through local stores, toy 
shops, and toy departments. The chordmaster 
is complete with songbook containing 50 songs 
arranged for playing. 





Metai Enameling Kit 


Trinkit (by Modern: American) is a wonderful 
gift that can become a fascinating hobby. The 
Kit includes 6 tubes of brilliant enamels: red, 
blue, green, yellow, black, and white, in powder 
form. The powder is shaken through a plastic 
sereen in the tube onto copper dises and squares 
for firing. The kiln heats to 1500° in 4 minutes. 
In a few minutes the enamel powder turns to 
molten glass. Use ordinary house current and 
a regular iron cord, All the necessary supplies 
are provided to make 2 pairs of earrings, a key 
chain or pendant, and 2 pins. Trinkit can be 
ordered from Vanity Fair, P.O. Box #43, 
Normal, Ill., for $6.95. 





itt: 





Pottery from a Child's Drawing 


Don’t stick your child’s drawings in a drawer! 
Don’t let a sample of the growing years get 
lost, or faded in a scrapbook. You can have a 
lop-sided steamboat or a neckless man made 
into a permanent memento by sending for a 
Kiddi Kopi. This will be an exact replica of the 
child’s original drawing reproduced on an eight- 
inch pottery plate. If you wish the signature 
and date, please include that on the drawing. 
Send it to The Brick House, 3114-40th St. Place, 
Des Moines 10, lowa. The plate will be sent to 
you, and the drawing returned, within two 
weeks, if you include $3.50 for each one. No 
charge for delivery. 


Walkie-Talkie 


Just the thing for a young Space Cadet! The 
Two-way Electronic Walkie Talkie is manufac- 
tured by Remco Industries, Inc., 113 N. 13th St. 
Newark, NJ. It’s a deluxe two-way communi- 
cation system and is electromagnetically oper- 
ated—no batteries. Operators have a long- 
distance working range; phones are regulation 
telephone size. Retails for $2.95. 


Hospital Nursery Set 


To delight a small girl you could give her this 
plastic nursery set that has 7 babies in beds 
marked with their names. The room contains 
also 2 tables, 2 chairs, washstand, scales, bottles. 
and diapers, and a dapper nurse that can really 
move and even sit on a chair. The nursery can 
be ordered from the Renwal Manufacturing 
Company, Inc.. Toyland Park, Mineola, N.Y. 
for $2.98. 


Farm Tractor 


Mechanically-minded youngsters will love the 
“Big Hank” Farm Tractor. It is constructed of 
bright plastic, with thick rubber tires. The four 
large pistons of the authentic-looking engine 
are encased in clear plastic so they can be ob- 
served in motion. Power is furnished by a gyro 
spring motor. “Big Hank” Tractor No. 6655, 
which sells for $3.49, is 10%” long, 544” wide, 
and 6%” high. A 53-part U-Build-It Tractor Kit 
No. 6656 ($2.98) comes complete with instruc- 
tions for building “Big Hank.” Both of these 
handsome educational toys are available from 
Nosco Plactics, Inc., P.O. Box 269, Erie, Penn- 
sylvania, 





Tool Set 


A 20-piece “Handy Andy” Tool Set is just 
what the young carpenter wants to build his 
own little projects. It contains a complete 
assortment of fine quality tools, all packed in a 
“Woodgrain” finished steel box 16” x 8” x 3” 
with lift-out tray. It is a product of Skil-Craft 
Corporation, 500-522 S. Clinton St, Chicago 7, 
Ill. Tool Set #660 ($5.95). 


Flannel Boards 


Stick-O-Mat Flannel Boards, in green, maroon, 
or dark blue, come with a folding wire easel. 
They may be ordered in two sizes: 18” x 24”, 
$3.75; 24” x 36”, $7.50. These flannel-on- 
hardwood easels are perfect for use with the 
new 3” high Alphaset letters ($3.00, numerals 
and 100 capital letters). From The Judy Com- 
pany, 310 N. 2nd Street, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 


Woodburning Set 


Burning is fun when it’s done with an Ungar 
Woodburning Set with the 6 in 1 Electric Pen- 
cil. It’s the all-purpose handicraft tool—for 
woodburning, plastic-craft, leather, cork, and 
velvet burning and foil writing. It’s as easy to 
do as it is to draw. Blank bleached basswood 
plaques for original pictures are available. Set 
No. 203 contains pencil, three tips, colored me- 
tallic embossing foil, abrasive cloth, eight 
plaques (also a reversible practice plaque), 
mixing pan, camel’s-hair brush and eight cakes 
of water colors. The price is $3.00. Junior and 
DeLuxe sets are also available. Produced by 
Ungar Electric Tools, Inc.. Box 312, Venice, 
California. 


TO GIVE TO 
Girls »»» Boys 





Illuminated Story Cards 


New this year are “Advent cards,” with sur- 
prise pictures hidden behind tiny doors, to be 
opened one each day during December. On 
Christmas Eve the opening of the last door be- 
comes one of the important rites of the day. 
The cards stand, screen fashion, 12” high. All 
are lithographed in full color, come packaged 
in gift mailing envelopes, and are priced at 
$.50 and $1.00. Titles are: “The Story of the 
First Christmas,” “Joy to the World,” “Twas 
the Night before Christmas,” “Santa Claus’ 
Workshop,” “Two Little Angels,” and “Christ- 
mas Around the World.” Advent cards are sold 
wherever you find Hallmark cards. 


Rig-A-Jig 


An introductory set of Rig-A-Jig comes with a 
16-page idea book in color, showing how to 
make designs, animals, and birds from durable 
nontoxic, washable pieces notched like cog- 
wheels for fitting together. Pieces are easy to 
assemble, and the constructions stand firm. Roll- 
ing action, provided by axle and hub construc- 
tion, carries a child’s interest far beyond the 
accomplishment of usual building sets, into a 
period of active play that is really satisfying. 
This set consisting of 236 pieces is $3.00 from 
Rig-A-Jig, 32 West Washington Street, Chicago 
2, Il. The 1000-piece classroom set is $10.00. 














Pull Toys— 


This is the dog for fun-loving boys and girls. 
“Kweenie the Weenie” is made of two plastic 
hot dogs, and her feet are blocks that clatter as 
she follows on her leash, perking her question- 
mark tail. She’s easy to groom: just throw her 
in the bathtub. She is molded and assembled in 
Kusan’s registered kennels. Gentle but tough, 
she'll outlast any other breed two to one. Beau- 
tifully boxed, complete with mustard, Kweenie 
is $1.98 in leading stores everywhere. 


The Monkey Cage makes music while it’s pulled 
along. It is made of bright plastic, and rolls on 
rubber wheels. Inside the cage are three play- 
ful monkeys in various positions. This toy is 
7%” long, 54%” wide, and 7%” high, and is a 
product of Nosco Plastics, Inc, P.O. Box 269, 
Erie, Pa. It retails for $2.98. This is one of 
the most ingenious music boxes and makes a 
surprise toy for the toddling-age child, who 
has hours to spend amusing himself. 


Katy Kackler will amuse any toddler with its 
mother-hen cackle when it is pulled across the 
floor. Made of very sturdy wood, and painted 
like the Little Red Hen, it is just the surprise 
for a child’s second or third Christmas! It is 
to be found at all major department stores such 
as Macy’s and Gimbel’s in New York City; 
Marshall Field’s in Chicago, and Bullock’s in 
Los Angeles. Price is $2.50 on the east coast, 
$2.69 on the west coast. It is made by Fisher- 
Price Toys, Inc., East Aurora, New York. Katy 
Kackler is a well-designed mother-hen toy that 
will really hold its own in any nursery or 
kindergarten. 


Captain Video 


This is an exciting suspense-filled space game. 
Captain Video and his rangers race through the 
hazards of space in pursuit of Dr. Pauli and 
his band of pirates. The players move by “tun- 
ing in” Captain Video on the scope and indica- 
tors located on an authentic control panel. 
With this panel setup, the players have all the 
atmosphere of speeding from planet to planet 
in the cockpit of a rocket ship. There is a large 
playing board illustrating the solar system, con- 
trol-panel spinners and indicators (5), and play- 
ing pieces. For 24 players. Price $2.50 from 
Milton Bradley Company, Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts. Ask for #4235. 


Kiddie Wraps 


Christmas wrapping paper for juniors now can 
be ordered in a package containing 12 sheets 
of decorated paper, seals, labels, gift enclosure 
cards, and ribbons, with directions for meking 
an easy gift package. “Campbell Kids Kiddie 
Wraps” are only $.89. For party preparations 
the Dennison Manufacturing Company, Framing- 
ham, Mass., also offers Campbell Kids Party 
Ideas to be made from a package of 25 sheets 
of gummed colored paper. Another pack con- 
tains 12 sheets of gummed crepe paper, invalu- 
able for creative work. Both packages may be 
obtained from distributors for $.50 each. 








Here are 27 carefully selected 
items to recommend to parents or 
keep in mind for your own gift list. 


Flexible Flyer Sled 


Enjoy safe, swift sledding on your new Filex- 
ible Flyer! “Airline” spring-wheel runners 
grooved for speed! “Super-Steering” for sharp- 
er turns, safer, automotive-type bumper. Light- 
er, stronger, handsomer than ever. All ages 
will have super-fun with this super-sled. The 
S. L. Allen Co., Philadelphia, Pa., makes flyers 


from 37” to 65” long. At toy departments. 


Chest Hassock 


This bright, washable, heavy-gauge vinyl plas- 
tie-covered chest is ideal for toys, tools, or what- 
have-you. With its all wood construction and 
complete steel frame, it furnishes an extra seat 
when necessary. It has a soft padded top, no 
sharp corners. The 6-piece assembly comes 
packed in a flat box and can be permanently 
assembled in 53 seconds to make a strong, 
roomy chest 15” x 30” x 15”. Made by Pennant 
Corporation, 1750 Alpine Ave. N. W., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Sells for $10.95. 
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“Teach-n-Fun™ Educational Toy 


A Boat Building Set that will build 15 different 
boats is made by the American Toy and Furni- 
ture Company, Inc, 6130 North Clark Street, 
Chicago 26, Ill. There are many interchange- 
able parts which interlock with dowels. They 
are made of hardwood, sanded and smooth, in 
a natural finish. Model #5400 is $2.50. 


Fun Books for School or Home 


Learning through play can be a reality with the 
use of the fun books. The Toy Fun Book con- 
tains page after page of toys and games to make. 
From the Seahorse Press, Pelham, New York. 
There is quite a list of these $1.00 books. Others 
children like are Travel Fun, Pencil Fun, Hobby 
Fun, Funday Book, and even a series of 3 


Play-A-Bed Books. The Party Book is $.25. 


Stacking and Rolling Toy 


The Clatter Well by Sifo is a wooden toy sold 
in leading toy departments for tots of the pre- 
walking age. It is shaped like a lawn roller, but 
has no handle, and no sharp edges. Its center 
post is protected by an encircling rim which 
develops skill, as a child piles the doughnut 
pieces of colored wood upon it. 
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Clown and Other Marionettes 


Hazelle’s Marionettes (on cover of this issue) 
are more than hobby toys because they teach 
as they entertain. Teto, the clown ($3.98) will 
delight all children, Other marionettes of the 
same type and size (14” high) are made in 
characters such as Sailor, Robin Hood, Super 
Flyer, and Minstrel Mike. A stage, 39” wide, is 
perfect for showing marionettes. For illustrated 
folder and complete information, send to 
Hazelle’s, 905 East Tenth St., Kansas City 6, Mo. 


Piggy Bank with a Dial Nose 


The newest piggy bank has a dial opening on 
its snout, for any child old enough to dial a 
number. It keeps smailer brothers and sisters 
from spilling the pennies. Made of pink or 
blue plastic, 944” long, it is lightweight though 
durable, and has a tail that wiggles. (Combina- 
tion of safe is on a card enclosed.) Made by 
Revell, Inc., 4223 Ocean Park Avenue, Venice. 
Calif., it is only $.98. 


Ly Dy»/| = “e 





Educational Lotto Games 


These new games teach information about fields 
of interest for primary children. Zoo Lotto 
owes its success to the youngster’s love for ani- 
mals, birds, and fish. Farm Lotto, Ed-u-Cards’ 
newest mix-and-match game, creates interest in 
each farm subject—pets, flowers, fruits, and 
tools. Made by Ed-u-Cards, 164 Duane St. New 
York 13, N.Y. ($1 each). 


Woodcut Kit 


A completely new method of making woodcut 
prints, “Plasti-Cut” permits untrained indi- 
viduals of ail ages to turn out personalized 
greeting cards, announcements, place cards, in- 
vitations, bookmarks, and book plates—even 
prints suitable for framing. Plasti-Cut is a kit 
complete with everything necessary to make 
prints. The basic block is a special glass fiber 
reinforced material. The resin surface is col 
ored to show the cutout lines clearly. This 
new woodcut medium is also being hailed by 
fine artists. It is cheaper, easier, and faster to 
use than traditional wood and linoleum because 
it requires no tedious hand carving, no special 
tools, no intricate gouging techniques. Ordi- 
nary writing pressures and techniques are suf- 
ficient, so that anyone can produce a print. 
Manufactured by Bassons Industries Corp. 1432 
West Farms Road, The Bronx, N.Y. ($4.95), 
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FILL IN COMPLETELY 

and CLIP SEPARATELY 

the coupons for the items Cn 

you want. (Copied coupons 
are not acceptable.) Send re 
All in One envelope—with any required remittance—to Coupon 
Service, THE INSTRUCTOR Magazine, Dansville, N.Y. 


Coupons in this issue are on pages 
78, 80, and 84. 





COO POSCOEESEEEEESEEOEEEEESEESEESESEEESESESEEEESESO OSE OESOSESOOOSOOSEOOOSSEOEEEEES 
AMERICAN BOTTLERS OF CARBONATED BEVERAGES. Piease send me your booklet 
Fatigue vs Efficiency,’ outlining the effects of rest periods on efficiency. (Sample copy 
free and after you have seen it, if you can use more we can provide up to 20 without 


charge.) 
Ins. 272 
CO PP er er erry Tar + errr TTT TTT TTTTITTTttTiiTT tT i... eee 
St. or R.D 
City Zone ccveo Se cbtstansa SE 


SOSSSSSSSSSSSSSESSESESESSESSEESSSSSSESSSSSSESSSESESESESESSSSSSSESSSSSSESSSSSSSSSOSEESE 


SOCIETY FOR VISUAL EDUCATION, INC. Please send me a free copy of your catalog 
with the new Supplement of brand new and soon to be released filmstrips for all grades 


and subjects 


Ins. 197 
Name Grade 
Street of B.D. . School 
City ‘ : . — Zone State 12-54 


BITUMINOUS COAL INSTITUTE. 
page color booklet ‘Bituminous Coal Story 
Ton of Coal. A basic unit for higher grades 


Send me sample copy of the new edition of the 16- 
with its color-spread What We Get from oa 


Ins. 160 
Name Grade 
Street or R.D ‘ ‘ 04 ese No. Pupils 
City ; eoes sees ore , Zone State . 12-54 


Please send further information about Classics Illustrated in the 


GILBERTON CO., INC. 


classroom 


Ins. 63 
Name Gree ceccecesccs 
St. of A.D... 
City ad Zone .. State ' 12-54 


MINNESOTA MINING & MFG. CO. Please send me a copy of your new booklet ‘Tape 


Recording in the Classroom.’ 


Ins. 239 
Neme Grade 
Street or R.D. ... Schoo! 
GIP. coccccoceses eecccce Zone State 12-54 


INSTITUTE OF LIFE INSURANCE. Piease send me ........ copies lone for each pupil) 
of your booklet FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM 


Ins. 379 
NOME@ 2 nce cceceeees Grade .....45. 
Street of B.D. .ccccecesveces No. Pupils 
City .. occcccceses ° . : Zone State escccos VON 


RCA EDUCATIONAL SERVICES. Enclosed is 10c 
1954-1955 RCA Victor Educational Record Catalog 


Please send me a copy of the new 


Ins. 163 
Name Grade ..ccccccces 
Street or R.D. ... School 
City . : ewes ; Seveesteces seses ; Zone State . 12-54 


CLARK ART CHRISTMAS GRAB BAG. | enclose $1.00 for which please send your Christ- 
mas Grab Bag Packet of 14 Christmas projects for primary grades. 


Ins. 242 
NOMO@ ccccccccecces Grade 
Street or R.D. ... No. Pupils 
GIP cccceccecees ; : Zone State coscces VN 


THE STRATHMORE COMPANY. Please send me the set of four MAGIC SLATE ACTIVITY 


BOOKS as advertised on Page 7 


Ins. 282 
GREE CERS69) OC OUns CownedussereEeaseeborssoscececcconccccocccecccoccessbooesaseueeeeneneeeee 
Se ei rhe ono bes sn cedndenghtevdes adh csacupececodus cocescoccséenctéenetsenneeseen 
GY weShSeececccscocecdceccbenccndessssscecccorescouccoes Zone State .cccceces 12-54 
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FIRST 


Dear Miss Owen: 

Thank you for your article on Trick 
or Treat, UNICEF Style (October, 
p. 13). I am on the committee for 
our town Halloween celebration and I 
was wondering where to get the in- 
formation. My Instructor arrived and 
I had the answer. 

Ada P. Clarkson, Oklahoma 


It would be interesting to know 
hew many towns used the UNICEF 
plan. Why not send us a report of 
activities in your community? 


* 


Dear Miss Owen: 

I enjoyed every word of Alan Phillips’ 
editorial, “The Elementary Teacher Who 
Helped Me Most” (October, p. 19). 
Would it be possible to have Mrs. Harris, 
the teacher he was writing about, tell 
her side of the story? I'm sure other 
teachers would like to hear from her. 

Francis G. Slicer, Oregon 
Mrs. 


written to 


We've 


Harris. 


already 


. 


Dear Miss Owen: 

In the September Instructor on page 
68, note the following errors: 1. In 
your diagram of the wind belts you show 
prevailing westerlies of the Northern 
Hemisphere curving toward the left; 
actually all winds of the primary cir- 
culation bear toward the right in the 
Northern Hemisphere. You have a sim- 
ilar error in the diagram Southern 
Hemisphere where all winds should 
bear left. 2. In the text you say prevail- 
ling westerlies move westward. Winds 
are named from their point of origin. 
Hence, prevailing westerlies in fact 
move northeastward. 

Richard Frankenberg, New York 


Your first comment, that our dia- 
gram of the world’s winds shows pre- 
vailing westerlies of the Northern 
Hemisphere curving toward the left, 
puzzled us at first, but we finally» 
decided you meant that the curve of 
the arrows should be convex toward 
the pole instead of convex toward 
the equator. This is an interesting 
point, which our reference books did 
not mention. As a matter of fact, the 
arrows in the diagrams we followed 
(from World Book Encyclopedia and 
Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia) 
were not curved at all. 

Your other criticism, that prevail- 
ing westerlies move eastward, not 
westward, is certainly well taken. We 
have no excuse to offer, except that 
everybody makes mistakes! 


* 


Dear Miss Owen: 

As a primary teacher, I want to ex- 
press my appreciation for the unit 
“Things to Do Outdoors” (October, pp. 
28 and 29). We sang the song, read the 
story, played the poem, and took a trip 
to the country. We had a lot of fun 
that we would never have had if I hadn't 
read the unit in The Instructor. 

Mary Elizabeth Evans, California 


Sweet words for our ears, and there 
are more of these units coming. 


7 


Dear Miss Owen: 

Did the story, “The Monkey’s Dinner 
Bell,” get on the wrong page (October, 
p. 34)? It is listed as a factual story 
and I read it to my class because we 
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were having a unit on seeds. The chil- 
dren hardly believed it and frankly I 
don’t either. 

George Myers, New York 


Tut, tut, George, you should know 
that we wouldn’t put a story in the 
factual section if the information 
was not accurate. Consult your ency- 
clopedia if you don’t believe us, 


* 


Dear Miss Owen: 

On the 7th of October our school dis- 
trict had a dinner for Miss Hazel 
Bianco who had given fifty years of 
service to our community. I was chosen 
to be toastmistress and I really was 
nervous about what I was going to say. 
When I found the poem, “The Citizen 
Builder,” by Nancy Napier (October, p. 
87), | had the answer to my needs, 
It was a perfect description of Miss 
Bianco. I gave her a copy of it later. 

Susan M. Melniosh, Florida 


Our congratulations to Miss Bianco 
and we're glad we were of service. 


* 


Dear Miss Owen: 

On page 34 of the October issue of 
The Instructor you feature an article, 
“A Great American, Teddy Roosevelt.” 
The date of his birth is given as October 
20, 1858. Compton’s and World Book 
both list the date as October 27. I 
believe Navy Day falls on that date. 

M. P. Johnson, Washington 


Of course, Teddy Roosevelt's birth- 
day is October 27! And it used to be 
Navy Day. (Armed Forces Day, third 


Saturday in May, now replaces it.) 
* 


Dear Miss Owen: 

In the “September Song” in the Sep- 
tember issue, the original melody of 
Elgar has been changed by Elva 5S. 
Daniels. A well-known standard melody 
such as this should not be changed for 
the sake of simplification. Once chil- 
dren have learned to sing a phrase 
wrong, they can never correct it. Pos- 
sibly it is just a misprint, but in either 
case it is unfortunate. 

Alice B. Plastaras, New York 


We quite agree with the point that 
a standard melody should not be 
changed for the sake of simplifica- 
tion. It happens that in the case of 
this particular melody several varia- 
tions exist, without any definite in- 
formation as to which is the original 
version. The third, fourth, and fifth 
measures appear in at least the fol- 
lowing forms: 


Sed tth Sth 
b ef » ws ae 
b b be a ef 
b b bic ae 


Our music editor chose the sim- 
plest of the three for this song. 


* 


Dear Miss Owen: 

In the October issue of The Instructor 
on page 47 is a poem entitled “October 
Twelfth.” It reads “Eastward Columbus 
sailed that year.” We usually say that 
Columbus sailed to the west... 


Mrs. Henry W. Poll, Michigan 


He certainly did. That must have 
been done the day our typesetter had 
a new baby, our proofreader a tooth 
pulled, and our compositor a pain in 
his toe. 
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Let Compton’s help 
in your Christmas Celebration 


The Christmas season always fills the lives of children with enchanting promise. 

The age-old celebration of the bright yuletide season is rich in spiritual depth, 
compellingly beautiful in song and legend. Each year, with eager anticipation, 

the children in America’s classrooms plan to capture the spirit of Christmas. 

Are you and your students looking for ideas to make the Christmas season even more 
joyous and meaningful in your school? Why not try a pageant which tells the story of 
Christmas in other lands? Invite the parents of your school for an evening or an afternoon 
party during which their children can show the spiritual value, the beauty, and 

the hope of Christmas. Students at every grade level can participate in this activity. 

The informative and charmingly written new article on CHRISTMAS and Christmas Customs 
in the New World and the Old in the 1954 edition of Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia tells 
the story of the Christmas season as it is celebrated all over the world. Compton’s 
wonderful articles on each of the world’s countries, with special information about the 
children of those countries, will enrich your pupils’ study and broaden their understanding 
of the brotherhood of man. 


Excellent bibliographies on Christmas in Story, Christmas Customs, Christmas in Poetry 
and Song, and Christmas Plays and Pageants follow the Christmas article. 
A new article on Santa Claus will make a worthy contribution. 


The interesting writing and exciting illustrations in these articles are typical of 
Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia. Created especially to serve America’s classrooms, 
homes, and libraries, it can help you and your pupils every day. 


May you and your children have a joyous and never-to-be-forgotten yuletide season. 


F.E. COMPTON & COMPANY 


1000 North Dearborn Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 








AMERICA’S LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR OF Aomead Gifts Children pAhprecate! 


SEND NO MONEY 


YOU PAY AFTER: YOU CET YOUR CIFTS 


STAMPED WITH YOUR CHOICE 
OF THE FOLLOWING 
GREETINGS FROM YOUR TEACHER 
SEASON'S GREETINGS 



















SANTA 
XMAS BOX 
PENCIL SET 










Give these red and \ 
green striped pencils in \ 
Christmas colors, for gifts ~ \ 
this year. Three high quality 5¢ N 


pencils and a 6” ruler, packed in 
a handsome Xmas Box. Each pencil . 
stamped in gilt with your choice of < 


"Greetings from Your Teacher" or Sea- 
son's Greetings.’ 


(PRICE QUOTED IS FOR ANY QUANTITY) 






SIMULATED 
LEATHER 
PENCIL SETS 


Well made and strongly Wall 

stitched, containing three fine quality 5¢ pencils 
in red and green Christmas colors, and a 6” 
wood ruler. Each pencil stamped in gilt with 
your choice of ‘Greetings from Your Teacher” 
or ‘Season's Greetings.” 


(PRICE QUOTED IS FOR ANY QUANTITY) 


































MEMO BOOK 
WITH PENCIL 


A popular addition to the 
school bag and a handy 





- a Pe SBP SSS RS RS RS RRE RRB SER ZR RBRERBeaeee 
homework reminder. Size ° BLANK 
4” x 5%”. Made of 8 ORDER LAN 
simulated leather, fitted 4 United States Pencil Co., Inc., 100 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 
with a 50 sheet ruled ® Please send me: (Prices quoted are for any quantity.) 
bond pad anda fine @ _. XMAS BOX PENCIL SETS 10¢ Per Box 
quality No. 2 pencil. ® MEMO BOOKS WITH PENCIL.................. 12¢ Each 
Your choice of ® SIMULATED LEATHER SETS..00000.........12¢ Per Set 
"Greetings from Brat nee | 0 “Senet masicate Acne 
A ? ° reeting: i Mie R 2 
ae ae oot ; I will pay 5 days after | receive the gifts. 
easo ings 
stamped on case in gilt, = Neme 
S Address alien 
(PRICE QUOTED IS Boy, sail 
FOR ANY QUANTITY) & = 
* | Teach at School (Towa)... socteanictrectnti 
e 





UNITED STATES PENCIL CO., Inc., 100 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK (1, WN. Y. 





